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When the figns of pregnancy do not manifefl; themfelves a few months 
after marriage, the wife, in her impatience never fails to addrefs herfelf to 
matrons and to phyficians, in order to a(k them for fome beverage, fome parti- 
cular recipe that may facilitate and haften the moment of conception. The 
former prepare peffaries in which are contained the hotteft and mod irri- 
tating fubftances, fuch as muik, amber, bezoar, aloes, cardamom, ginger, 
pepper, cinnamon, cloves, &c. They at the fame time caufe mod of thefe 
drugs to be taken as an opiate or mixed with aliments, at the rifle of pro- 
ducing fome inflammation or fome other diforder more or lefs dangerous. 

Unlefs the number of children be already confiderable, or the fortune of the 
hufband be deranged, if the wife, ftill young, after one or more lyings-in, 
find too great an interval before (he be pregnant, fhe has recourfe to the fame 
means, and flie employs the fame drugs. The Greek women, befldes, lefs 
devout and more fuperftitious than the Muflulman females, make offerings 
to the Panayia *, fend a wax-taper to the church, caufe mafles to be faid, and 
invoke the male and female faints of paradife in whom they have mod con- 
fidence. 

The houfes of the Muflulmans are difpofed in fuch a manner that the lodging 
of the women is always feparated from that of the men : the former is called 
barem^ or facred place, and the latter ye'//i;«//i, or habitation of the man. At 
the houfes of the great, there are two piles of building which communicate 
with each other by intermediate apartments, of which the hufband alone has 
the keys. Accefs to the harem is ftriflly forbidden to men ; the male 
fervants and flaves never enter it ; and the male relations themfelves are never 
admitted, except it be on the two grand feftivals of the year, and on the oc- 
oafion of weddings, lyings-in, or circumcifion. 

• Xlccyayrw, all holy ; .thus it is that the Greeks call the mother of Chrift. 

Commonly 
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no other perfume than tobacco, dainties which they themfelves bring, and 
fome fruits of the feafon : this is to reftore the body and gratify the fenfes. 
Their vanity is flattered at difplaying a fine fhifc, clean drawers, decent clothes, 
necklaces, chains, and other ornaments in fequins« In (hort, they no longer 
hare any thing to wifh for when they have undergone complete depilation, when 
their locks are arranged, their braids plaited, their eyelids and eyebrows 
painted black) and the nails of their hands and feet of an orange colour yellow. 
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of the day, they foar to a conflderable height, hover for feveral hours to* 
gether over the town, and at night come to take their (hare of the carrioa 
which they have perceived. 

The kite, the great-eared owl, the long-eared owl, the fcops owl, the 
common owl, the fcreech owl, and the reddifh owl make war on the rata 
and mice, which are extremely numerous in a city built of wood, where the 
inhabitants are very negle^ful, and where cats are fcarce and often dan- 
gerous, as they may tranfmit the plague from one houfe to another, in the 
feafon of their loves« 

As for the ordure, the inhabitants of Constantinople do not commonly 
give themfelves the trouble to have it removed, becaufe they depend in this re« 
fpe£l on the ram. This refource is almoft always fufficient in autumn, win« 
ter, and fpring, becaufe the city affords every where a declivity fufEdently great 
for the waters to wa(h it away and carry it along with them ; and when thefe 
means are not fufficient, they throw it into the harbour ; which forms, oa 
feveral parts of the fliore, coafiderable rifings^ 



CHAPTER 
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was epidemical; but when fome time has elapfed fince it appeared m a 
country, it generally aflumes • a charafter of malignity, fo much fo that al- 
mofl all the patients who are attacked by it, die at the expiration of two or three 
days, fometimes of four or five. It announces itfclf by an opprellion of fpirits, 
and a total lofs of flrength, vomiting, frequently a fliarp pain in the ftomach, 
and a pain in the head more or lefs violent : the fick perfcn complains of an 
internal, infupportablc heat ; he does not long prefcrve his reafon j he foon 
raves, and, by his geftures and his words, he betrays the fright by which his 
mind is feizcd. The pulfe is hard, fcarccly ftveriih •, it afterwards becomes 
intermittent and irregular : the patient generally dies in convulfions before a 
bubo has (hewn any ftgn of fuppuratlon, before it has been well able to make 
its appearance. 

When the diforder manifcfts itfelf with this degree of maligmty, thcFC 
can be no hope of recovery. The art of curing in thefe circumftaaces is al- 
ways of no avail ; but one may combat it with advantage and obtain feveral 
cures, either in the decline of the contagion, or in the years when the plague 
proceeds with more flownefs, and (hews itfelf with fymptomslefs terrible : then 
the opprefTion is lefs great; the vomiting does LOt announce itfelf with a pain 
in the ftomach. fo acute, the pulfe is lefs concentered, and the fever more per- 
ceptible : the patient preferves his reafon for ibme time. Or if he rave, it is only 
by intervals and in a manner lefs tumultuous. The bubo^ in thefe cafes, 
makes its appearance on the firft or fecond day, and quickly tends to fup- 
puration. This plague, which might be called mi/J^ comparatively to the 
other, is, neverthelefs, a diforder alfo very dangerous,, becaufe fcarcely one 
third of the fick recover their health.. 

When the bubo is in full fuppuration, the fever infenfibly diminiflies, the 
appetite returns, and the patient by degrees recovers his ftrcngth; but if, 
through any miftake ia bis^ regimen, through any excefs, or through any 

caule 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Cftbe ttlemas.^Diference between this body and the mini/iers of religiou — Tn- 

bunals of jufiici. — Of inheritance. 

1m every country on earth, the minifters and interpreters -of religion enjoy 
very great privileges j but in none, without doubt, are the advantages which 
they derive from their profeflion fo great aS' in Turkey. Here they poflefs 
the moft lucrative employments j they join judicial to religious power ; they 
are at the fame time interpreters of religion and judges of all civil and cri- 
minal affairs; they are fecure from the extortions of the pachas and great 
men of the empire : they cannot be legally put to death without the con- 
fent of their chief: their property^ after their deceafe, paffes as a right ta 
their heirs, without the imperial treafury being able to appropriate it to itfelf. 
They form, in fhort, under the name of ulemas^ a corporation,, highly confi- 
dered, powerful, and formidable fometimes to the throne itfelf, frdm their direct- 
ing almoft always public opinion, and from there being, perhaps, no government 
where public opinion is pronounced with fo much ftrength and fuccefs as m. 
Turkey* 

We muft not, however, confound thefe magiftrates, thefe doctors of law 
with the imam who fcrve the mofqaes, with the muezinsy whofe employment 
is to afcend five times a day to the minarets in order to fummon the Muflulmans 
to prayers ; the latter are not admitted into the auguft body of the u/emas : 
they are turned out of office, or if they voluntarily quit their funfUons, they 
return into the dafs of (imple private perfons/ SubjeA, like the other Turks, 
to the magiftrate of the place who appoints them on the prefentation that is 

made 
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which there prefent themfelves. He has feveral tribunals in different quarters 
of Constantinople, where he places a naib or lieutenant, to determine 
without appeal like himfelf. 

The ftambol-efFendi has the general infpeclion of the grain and other provi- 
fions which arrive for the fupply of the city. All the veffels laden with grain 
are obliged to come to the landing-place of the general depot of flour, oun- 
cafan^ where a naib infpeds it, fixes the price of it, and diftributes it to the 
bakers: he keeps a regifter of the quantity of corn which ai rives, of that 
which is diftribured, and of the price at which it is delivered. There is likewife 
a naib at the depot of tallow, yac-capan^ for the diftribution of that article to 
the corporations. The ftambol-eflfendi muft go from time to time into the 
^different quarters of the city, in order to examine the eatables which are 
fold by retail, and to verify whether the weights are every where juft. He 
immediately punilhes with the baftinado thofe who are found with felfe 
weights^ or with adulterated commodities, and fometimes he caufes them 
to be nailed by the ear to the door of the fhop. A fecond tranfgrefSon is al- 
jnoft always puniflied with death. 

The ftambol-effendi remains in office but one year : he g^erally pafTes to 
thatof kadilefker of Natolia, and is appointed from among the moUas of 
Mecca and Medina. 

To the imperial mofques of Constantinople, Bursa, and Adriano- 
PLE, are attached madrejfes or colleges, to which are fent, from all parts 
of the empire, young people to be inftrudled In the law of the prophet, in re- 
ligious, civil, and criminal jurifprudence, and to learn all the opinions, all 
the fubtleties of the commentators of the Koran. They are made to un- 
dergo various examinsftions, and when they are thought fufficiently well in- 
formed, they are given the rank of muderis or profeffor. Thefe colleges were 

founded 
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a manner, its termination, juftice is not, on that account, better admxnlftered : 
the venality of all emplcyments has introduced into every profeflicMi and into 
every clafs of the inhabitants of this empire, an avidity for gain and fuch a cor- 
ruption, that the fmalleft favour, the fmalleft fervice are obtained only by 
prefents. A perfon purchafes the fentence of the judge and the depofition 
of the witnefles, as you purchafe an employment, as you purchafe the 
favour of a man in place. In no country on earth are falfe witnefles fo 
common and fo fhamelefs as in Turkey, and it feldom happens that a. 
cadi or a moUais bold enough to refill the will of a pacha, or the felicitations 
of a great man, and virtuous enough to difdain the gold which is oflfered 
ihem by the pleaders. 

The Muflulmans have fuch a contempt for all thofe who profefs a reli- 
gion different from theirs, that they do not, in general, admit as eiidence^ 
in affairs which concern them, Jews and Chriftians, in oppofition to Turkifh 
witneffes ; or if they admit them fometimes, they have fo little refpecl for 
them, that ten witneffes, among them, are not worth one fingle Muffulman 
witnefs. It is the fame in the affairs which do not regard them : the teftimony 
of a Muffulman cannot, in any cafe, be balanced by that of feveral Jews or 
Chriftians. 

TouRNEFORT was miftakeu, when he fays that, at Constantinople, 3 
perfon could appeal from the fentence of a cadi : Eucppeans alone enjoy 
that advantage, when the fum in litigation exceeds 4000 afpres or nearly 
the value of 66 livres, fuppofmg the piaftre at 2 livres. In all the towns of 
Turkey, the molla, the cadi, and the fimple naib, judge without appeal:, 
they condemn tofmes, to corporal punifliments, or to death, without the ^de- 
linquent or perfoxx accufed having it in his power to have recourfe to another 
tribunal* « 

Europeans 
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This prerogative, attached to the body of the ulemas, muft neceflarily, in a 
few generations, accumulate immenfe riches in the hands of fome indivi- 
duals, if the fon followed the career of his father, and limited his ambition to 
occupying the eminent, lucrative, and honourable places of magiftracy •, 
but almoft all, in the view of obtaining greater confequence, and more ex- 
tenfive power, difdain the employments of their father, and folicit places of 
minifter and pacha, which they almoft always obtain by means of their 
riches. Then become agents of the government, all their property returns, 
at their death, into the public treafury, and the children are left at the mercy 
of the fultan. 

A Muflulman or any other fubjeft, who poflefles no adminiftrative or mi- 
litary place, is mailer of his property, and tranfmits it to his heirs : he may 
difpofe, if he choofes, of a third of his fortune, when he has children or rela- 
tions, and of the whole when he has none at all. If he die inteftate and 
without natural known heirs, the beitalmaldgi^ or farmer of cafual property,, 
caufes a fale to be made of his effefts, moveable or immoveable, of which 
the cajfam makes a memorandum, and takes poiTeflion of their produce in the 
name of the imperial treafury. Should an heir fome time after prefent him- 
felf, who can prove to the mekeme his relationfliip, the beitalnialdgi is obliged 
to rePiore the property of the deceafed. There are, for thefe little fucceffions, 
particular farms, united, in the provinces, to the other rights of the pa- 
chas, mutfelims, or waiwodes. Constantinopi.e, on account of its extent, 
has a particular farmer for that objeft ; but if the fucceffion exceed 2500 
piaftres (5C00 livres or 208I. fterling) the farmer has not the right of ap- 
propriating it to himfelf ; it is paid diredly into the public treafury. 

There are four cafes in which inheritance cannot take place : thefe arc 
when there is, 1. difference of religion : 2. difference of country : 3. flavery : 
4. affaflination or poifoning. 

I. A 
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The mutfelim is a deputy-governor, a lieutenant of the pacha ; he enjoys, in 
his diflrift, all the rights given hira by the power of execution : he is chief of 
the armed force ; but he is fubjeft in every thing to the pacha on whom he de- 
pends, and whofe orders he receives. • 

Thewaiwode is governor of a fmall province, or of a town which, not mak- 
ing part of a pachalik, is fometimes the appanage of a fuhana, of the grand 
vifir, of the captain-pacha, or of any other great officer of the empire. He 
enjoys all the prerogatives of a pacha with two talis, but he occupies an in- 
ferior rank. When he is required to march at the head of the armed force 
of his department, he joins his colours to thofe of the pacha with three tails. 
Both the one and the other are charged with carrying into execution, in their 
provinces, the fentences pronounced by the judges. 

In theiflands of the Archipelago, the MufTulman or Greek fimply charged 
by the Porte with the gathering of the tax and with the police of the place, is 
likewife diftinguifhed by the name of waiwode. 

To the governors of provinces were formerly given indlfFcrently the names 
of pacha and of bcyler-bey : the latter at this day is referved for the pachas 
of Manastir and of Cutaye : they have the pre-eminence over th(i 
other pachas, and generally command the troops which are brought into the 
field. The beyler-bey of Manastir has under his orders the Eu- 
ropean troops, and the beyler-bey of Cutaye thofe of Asia. They are, ne- 
Verthelefs, fubordinate to the grand-vifir when the latter takes the general 
command of the armies. 

A pachalik is divided as to the military part, into a certain number of dif- 
trifts called fangiaks or Jlandards. The janizaries, the fpahis, the zai'ms, 
^d the timiariots of the diflrifl: are obliged, in cafe of war, to unite under the 

colours 
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thus it is that the Ottoman armies, fo formidable to their enemies, are become 
an object of contempt or pity, and that this vaft empire would already no 
longer be in exiftence, were not fomc European powers interelled in its 
fuppjrt. 

The aga at the prefent day obtains, in his life-time, with tolerable facility, 
the grant of the lordfhip which he enjoys, in favour of one or more of his 
fons, for a fum of money inferior to that which is paid when it is put up 
to auftion ; but if he negleft this precaution, at his death his fon is difpoffeffed ' 
if he do not outbid the competitors, or if, powerfully protected, he do not at 
lead pay the price offered by another. 

Moft of the agas, little accuftomed to the fatigues of war and to the priva- 
tions which it neceffitates, for a long time pad have exempted themfclves, 
under various pretexts, from military fervice: they always find the pachas and 
the fangiaks-beys difpofed to receive a prefent from them, and grant them 
the exemption which they requeft. They frequently get their place fupplied 
by fome volunteer, or if they themfelves join their colours, they never want 
pretexts for quitting them before the end of the campaign and returning to 
their home. 

i 

The cultivators are free and independent, in confideration of the quitrent 
to which they are fubjeft j they may eftablifli whatever culture they think the 
moft fuitable to their interefts, without the aga having a right to moleft them ; 
but too frequcutlj' the latter abufes his influence, his riches, and above all the 
police which he exercifes in his village. He exadls, with the rod in his hand, 
for particular lands which he pofleflTes, the gratuitous labour of the culti- 
vators : he caufes provifions, wine excepted *, to be fold to him at the 

* Muffulmans arc forbidden to make, drink, or purchafc wine, 

price 
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ipiice which he himfelf determines ; he makes the advances of the ka- 
«rch • at an intereft eirtremely ufurious ; iti a word, he torments in a thou- 
fand ways the Greeks, the Armenians, and the Jews of his village ; but he 
IS more referred towards the Muffulmans, becaufe the complaints of the 
latter are always more favourably heard, becaufe he would infallibly be removed 
from his office, and even more feverely puniftied, if all the Turks of the 
village, protcdled or fupported by fome powerful enemy of the aga, rofe at the 
lame time and demanded judice. 

Throughout the whole empire there are two forts of organized troops, the 
one of cavalry, the other of infantry, the fpahis and the janizaries. The former 
are fpread over all the towns, and more parucularly in the country-places : 
they are almoft all married and fettled ; they exercife different profeffions or 
fometimes apply themfelves to the culture of *the land ; they receive a daily 
pay, have their officers, and affemble at the firft order, armed and equipped^ 
under the colours of their diftri£U 

The fpahis are a more amdent corps than the janizaries : they have more 
pay, and are underllood to be the fons of Muffulmans in a certain degree of 
affluence ; they fight under the fame enfigns as the ziamets and the tima- 
riots, and ought to fucceed them in the poffellion of their fiefs, if the regular 
tions of the firft fultans were more refpefted, or the national intereft a little 
more confulted. 

Under the firft fultans, the fpahis formed the principal ftrength of the Ot- 
toman armies, Almoft always in the field, familiarized to military exercifes, 
hardened to the fatigues of war, ftimulated by intereft, glory, religious fanati- 
cifm, and by the example of the fultan, it is not furprifing that nothing fhould 

* Capitation or pcrfonal impoft to which non-Muflulmans arc fubjcdl. 

. VOL I. C5 c with ft and 
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withftand their arms, and that the Greeks, enervated by fuxury and tiehes^ 
folely occupied by intrigues and theological queftions, fliould be as foon fubju* 
gated as conquered. 

In the reign of Amu rat I. a fifth part of all the prifoners was begun to be 
taken for the purpofe of forming a new corps of infantry, under the name of 
yenitc/jeriy janizaries, or new miliiia. The ncceffities of the war afterwards 
produced another law which incorporated in this corps a tenth part of the chik 
dren of the Chriftians, and which was in vigou;* till the reign of AmuratIV. 
Under that of Soliman I. there were already onfe hundred and fixty-one 
cdas * of janizaries at Constantinople^ each oJF which contained from three 
to five hundred perfons. 

At prefent none but Muflfulmans are received into this militia : they are 
fcattered and organized in all the towns. Thofe who infcribe their names in 
it receive a daily pay, and join their colours whenever they are requiredw 
In the large towns and in the fortrefles, they are divided into chambers ; 
they are fubjeft to patroles, to different expeditions, to the guard of gates, 
&c. The greater part are married, fettled, and exercife different profeflions. 
Thefe renounce all promotion, and generally exempt themfelves, under vai- 
rious pretexts, from joining their colours. 

Many rich perfons, in the towns, enlift among the janizaries^ in the view 
only of being more effeftually protefted, and of enjoying all the privileges 
attached to that corps. They receive no pay, and, for a little money, eafily 
exempt themfelves from aU military fervice. 

The commandant-general of this troop is cdXXtA janizary-aga j he refides at 
Constantinople j and, although he enjoys great power, and great confider- 

* Oddf chamber* or company. 

atjon^ 
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cnterprifing, and ever ready to execute the orders of their mafter in the ex- 
peditions which he commands, and in the extortions which he direds. They 
follow hiin to war, perform the oflice of light troops, and fight without 
order and without difcipline : they flop and bring back to battle the runaways^ 
and frequently precipitate themfelves into the enemy's ranks, with a bold- 
nefs which aftonifhes and which fometimes determines the viflory in their 
&vour. 

When a pacha is difgraced, or when, from any motive, he difmifles his dcli- 
baches, as they are without pay and without refources, they then comnue 
the moil terrible robberies ; they fpread themfelves over the fields, the vil- 
lages, and even the towns j they rob indifcriminately, lay all under contri- 
bution, and (lop and plunder the caravans, till they are called into the fer* 
vice of fome other pacha^ or till fbme impofing force has put them to flight 
and difperfed them. 

In the moft defpotic empire, the will of the fovereign is limited, circum* 
fcribed or fettered by laws axid cuftoms which he cannot call in queftion 
without danger : fuch is the Ottoman Empire. As fuccefibr of the caliphs^, 
the fultan unites in himfelf every power } he is fovereign abfolute, legiflator^ 
pontiff, and fupreme chief of religion : he may create, change, and modify^ 
according to his wifli or his caprice, the laws of the State : he eftabliflies the 
impofts and taxes which he judges neceflary : he difpofes at his pleafure 
of the eminent places, adminiftrative and military, religious and judicial of 
the empire : he is mailer of the life and of the fortune of all his officers and 
of all the agents that he keepa in pay; however, he would find infur* 
mountable obilacles if he meddled with the &ndamental laws depofited 
in the book of the prophet, and even with moft of thofe which cuftom imme- 
morial has rendered, as it were, as facred as the others. In eilabliihing 
impofts^ he takes care not to overburden the people, ever ready to manifeil 
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by preventing, on fhe one hand, the complaints refpefling his conduft from 
reaching the throne, and, on the other, by performing fcrupuloufly the engage- 
ments which the has contnifted towards the imperial treafury; but if he fuc- 
xeed, like the pachas of Scutari, Palestine, Bagdad, and fo many 
others, in .extending his government, and rendering it fafficiently produftive 
to have an army, he ^obliges the fovereign to fpare him, to confirm him 
vcvery year in his pachalik, and to prefer ve only the appearance of power. True 
'it is that, in that cafe, the fultan employs his two great means, cunning 
iind patience ; he difpatches lecretly, and under various pretexts, capidgis to 
jthe pacha of whom he wiflies to be rid : if the latter be not fufficiently miftruft- 
ful for preventing any fufpicious man from approaching too near him, he 
receives the mortal blow, and the capidgi inftantly produces the firman of 
the Grand Signior, which all the by-ftanders, in their turn, kifs with refpect^ 
and place on their head in token of fubmiflion. 

What delays the ruin of the greater part of the provinces, are the ayamsy 
(an Arabic word which fignifies /y^,) whofe employment is to watch over 
the fafety and the fortune of individuals, over the good order and the defence 
of a town, to oppofe the unjuft enterprifes of the pachas, the exaftions of 
the military, and to concur in the juft afiefTment of the taxes. Appointed by 
the people, they are generally men reputed the moft virtuous, who under- 
take this honourable function : there are feveral of them in the great towns ; 
a fingle one commonly unites feveral villages in the plains. The ayams re- 
ceive no other reward for their zeal and their trouble, than the confideration, 
almoft always merited, which they enjoy, and the fatisfa^on which an honeft 
man feels when he is ufefiil to bis fellow-creatures. 

The ayams call to their divan the notables of the town and the lawyers, in 
order to difcufs fubjefts of a very great intereft, to digeft with them 
the remonftrances to be. made to the pacha, and to eftabliih in concert 

the 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Of the grand vtftr.^^Of the divan of the Porte, and of the members of whom it 
is compofed.^^Of the kodjakians and of the vacoufs. 

1 HE dignity which is on a footing with that of mufti or of (heik-iflam, but the 
powers of which are much more extenfive, is that of grand vifir or of vifir- 
azem. Being the lieutenant of the fultan, in whofe name he governs and 
from whom he holds the feal, invefted with the grcateft authority, and 
intrufted with all the power of execution, the vifir may ftrike off* the heads 
of perfons receiving falaries who oppofe the progrefs of the government, 
who throw obftacles in the way of its adminiftration, who do not obey its 
orders, or do not execute them according to its pleafure ; he commands the 
armies in perfon ; he difpofes of the finances ; he names or caufes perfons to 
be named to all the adminiftrative and military employments. Nothing, in 
a woid, is foreign to his powers, but the interpretation of the law intruded 
to the ulemas» 

But the greater the potver of the grand vifir, the greater is his refponfibih'ty. 
He is accountable both to the fovereign and to the people, for the afts of in- 
juftice which he commits, for the unfortunate refult of his adminiftration, for 
the extortions which he does not reprefs ; he is accountable, above all, for the 
unexpeAed dearnefs of provifions, for too frequent fires, and for the defeats of 
the armies : all the misfortunes of the State are attributed to him. The fword, 
always fufpended over his head, ftrikes him equally whether he difpleafe the 
people, or difoblige the fultan. 



D D 2 



Secretly 



204 TRAVELS IN THE 

Secretly attacked by thofe who are ambitious of his place, by thofe whom he 
has diflatisfied, or to whom he has done an ill cfTice, furrounded by fnarcs, 
and expofed to every fhafr, it is extremely rare for a vifir to grow old in the 
dangerous pofl: which he occupies, if he poffefs not the difBcult art of making 
the great tremble, of making himfclf beloved by the people, and of rendering 
himfelf ncccffary to- the fultan. How many might we inflance, whom in- 
trigue has difplaced or caufcd to peri(h, whom the fultan has facrificed to his 
own fafety ! How many vifirs does not hiftory aflbrd us, whofe prefump- 
tuous ignorance has occafioned the misfortunes of the State and accelerated 
their own ruiu ! 

The other minifters, obliged to confer with the grand vifir and to take 
kis orders, difburden themfelves on him of all the refponfibility attached to 
their adminiftration, and the counfellors by whom he is furrounded cannot 
fckve him when his ruin is refolved on. At liberty to follow or to rejeft their 
advice, there remain for him neither pretexts nor cxcufes : it is to him alone 
that the fovcreign power is intruded, it is to him alone to give an account. 

The law and cuftom, as I have faid with regard to the fultan and the pa» 
chas, have put fome fliackles on the right which the vifir has to puni/h with 
death all the agents, all the perfons in the pay of the government. Before he 
ftrikes off the head of a great perfonage of the empire, he muft have an or-^ 
der figned by the hand of the fultan ; and when a military man is in queftion, 
be mud obtain the approbation of the commanders. 

In the. frequent excurfions which he makes incog, in the city for the pur- 
pofe of having an eye to good order, of informing himfelf of the date of the 
articles of food, examining the weights and meafures, and infpefting the 
conduft of the agents appointed for the didribution of provifions, the vifir, ac^ 
companied by a public eicecutioner, and fome officers difguifed like himfelf, 
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orders delinquents to be apprehended and punlfbed on the fpot : he calls out, 
if neceffary, the guard of the quarter j he direfts the baflinado to be given 
to' the fliopkeepers who vend aliments of bad quality ; he caufes him who is 
found with falfe weights to be nailed by the car againfl: the door of the 
fhop ; he even punifhes with death relupfes or malverfations of too fcrious 
a nature. During fires, he orders to be ftruck off the head of the thief 
caught in the very faft ; but, in thofe cafes, the law has pronounced before- 
hand the penalty of death. Charged to liften to the complaints of indivi- 
duals, to caufe juftice to be done to all, the vifir cannot, under any pretext, 
difpofe legally of the life and fortune of citizens. It is not that he does not 
too frequently abufe his authority ; it is not that he does not fometimes 
yield to perfidious advice, that he does not fuffer himfelf to be led away by 
motives of hatred or revenge, that the third of gold does not impel him to 
arbitrary afts j but woe be to him if his injuftice be too revolting ! Whea 
he too frequently puts himfelf above the laws, the people, in their turn, 
trample him under foot, unlefs the fultan be expeditious in adminiftcring 
juftice. 

At the head of the armies, far from the eye of the fovereign, the power of 
the grand vifir is difengaged from the forms which fometimes reftrain him in 
the capital, and it mud be confefied that he has the utmoft need of there dif- 
playing a very great feverity. The Muflulmans naturally turbulent and fedi. 
tious, can be checked only by the fight of punifliments. If the heads of the 
mutineers, of the plunderers, and of the aflaflins do not fall from time to time, 
ftiortly the army no longer exhibits any but fcattered gangs of robbers who 
devaftate, wiih the fame avidity, the provinces of the empire and thofe be- 
longing to the enemy. 

The kadilefkers or ordinary judges of the army follow it only when the 
fultan commands it in perfon : a molla appointed for that purpofe always 
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difcharges their fun£lions v/htn the vifir has the command. It is the fame 
when it is fubmitted to a pacha ; but, in all cafes, death mud immediately fol- 
low the knowledge of the crime, and the fentence of the judge is but a 
fimple formality. 

The grand vifir gives audience to the public on feveral days of the week; 
he hears the complaints of the citizens, admits or rejedls their petitions, per- 
mits them to plead their caufe before the kadilefkers, the ftambol-eSendi, and 
the moUas of Galata, Aijub, and Scutari, and to caufe juftice to be ad^ 
miniftered to them with fufHcient difpatch ; but it is not corre^ to fay that he 
renders it himfelf. Unlefs it be an affair of police, or that the petitioners and 
the delinquents be agents of the government, the fentences are pronounced 
by the ordinary judges : the vifir caufes them to be executed as the pachas 
do in the provinces* 

When the grand vifir is obliged to abfent himfelf in order to take the com- 
mand of the army, the fultan appoints for the interim a caimacan or fubftitute 
who difcharges his funftions, is inverted with the fame authority, enjoys the 
fame rights, but not the fame revenues ; his falary is fixed, and the emolu- 
ments of the place belong to the vifir, to whom the caimacan muft give an 
account of them. It is generally a pacha with three tails who is appointed 
to this eminent place. 

A very remarkable change has taken place in the government fince Selim 
III. created a new council to which are at this day fubmitted all projefts, to 
which are referred all important affairs, and from which emanate all the re* 
folutions and, as it were, all the ads of the government. The refponfibiliiy 
of the vifir muft have diminiflied wiih his power: the misfortunes of the State, 
the public calamities cannot henceforth be attributed to him; and if the 

firft 



OTTOMAN EMPIRE, &c. 207 

firft place of th^ Ottoman Empire continue to be changeable and tottering, 
it will at lead be no longer accompanied by the fame dangers. 

The divan or the council of the grand vifir was formerly compofed of ' 
fix ordinary vifirs or pachas with three tails, whofe reputation for wifdom 
and intelligence was not to be equivocal. The vifir afked their opinion when 
he thought it neceflfary. To this council were likewife admitted the mufti and 
the two kadilefkers when the law was to be confulted. 

A little time after his acceffion to the throne, Selim compofed this council 
of twelve perfons the moft diftingu?(hed by their office. The vifir and the 
mufti are prefidents .of it, the one- in his quality of lieutenant-general of the 
empire for temporal affairs ; the other as vicar of the fultan for the inter- 
pretation and depofitory of the laws. The other ten members are the 
kiaya-beyy the reis-effendiy the icfterdar-effendi^ the tchelebi-effendiy the terfana^ 
eminiy the tcbiaoux-bachiy two ex-reis-effendiy and two ex-tefterdars effendu 

The kiaya-bey is, properly fpeaking, the fieutenant of the vFfirj he 
momentarily difcharges his functions when the latter happens to die. All 
affairs pafs through his hands before they arrive at the vifir, and alt orders 
emanating from the Porte receive their execution through the impulfe of 
the kiaya-bey. He is appointed by the Grand Signior, on the prcfentarion 
of the vifir. Ke is generally involved in the difgrace of his principal, and if 
he do not lofe his head as frequently as he, his fortune, in that cafe, always 
runs the greatefl ri(k. Although he have no military rank, it may be faid 
that he occupies the fecond adminiftrative place in the empire, confidering the 
importance and the multiplicity of his fundions. If the fultan be diffatisfied 
with his fervices, he receives, on quitting his office, the dignity of fimple vifir 
or pacha with three tails. It feldom happens that he is given only the two 
tails when he is fern to govern a province. 

The 
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The reis-effendi is, as it were, fecretary of ftate, high chancellor of the 
empire, the principal of the gens de plume * ^ the minifter for foreign affairs. 
He figns all the orders of the Porte, which do not direclly concern the 
finances and the military operations ; he treats with all the European mi- 
nifters who are at Constantinople ; in a word, every thing that con- 
cerns the foreign powers, and every thing that relates to the interior 
adminiftration, paffes through the channel of the reis effendi ; but he does 
nothing without communicating it ^ to the grand vifir and taking his orders. 

The tefterdar-effendi mufl: be confidered as the minifter of the finances ; 
he receives the produce refulting from the fale of the great employments, that 
which arifes from the annual renewal of thebarats or firmans obtained by the 
zaims, timariots, and others, the produce of the karatch or capitation-tax 
on the Jews and Chriflians ; the produce of the farmed domains, that of the 
cuftoms, &c. He has a great number of offices into which are poured the 
diflPerent. revenues of the empire, and at which are made the different pay- 
ments ordered by the Porte. There are at the head of each office, a 
great officer, principals and clerks taken from among the kodjakians or gens de 
flume of whom I (hall have occafion to fpeak further on. 

This minifter cannot be confounded with the khafnc-veliki, a black eu- 
nuch, charged with the general adminiftration of the interior imperial trea- 
fute, into which are poured the produce of the confifcations and inlieriu 
ances that ferve for the fupport of the feraglio. The prefents, the effcds, 
the jewels which are fent by foreign powers, thofe acquired by conqueft, 
the colours, &c. conftitute a part of this treafure. 

• As we have not in England thofe three diflinftions, made in France, o^ gens de plumes 
gens cPep f, and gens de rohcy we have deemed it more expedient to retain the French term 
than to employ one which miglit be ambiguous to the reader.— Trflw/Zj/or. 
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The private treafure of the fultan is adminiftered by the khafhadar-aga, one 
•of the pages of confidence. This treafure, increafed by the favings of the 
•greater part of the fultans, is fupported by the profits of the mint and by 
fome confifcations • 

The place of tcheMbi-efFendi did not exift formerly; it was cr«tted 
ninder the reign of Selim III, at the fame time as the tax on wine, eai« 
^ableSy and mod articles of merchandife, as cotton, wool, &g. The produce 
'of this tax, known by the n2Lmc of nizam-djedit^ has been appropriated to 
die new corps of gunners, bombardiers, matrofles, and fufileers that has 
teen formed, to the buildings which have been conftrufted for them, to the 
foundery Of cannon, to the manufaftory of mulkets, gun-carriages, &c. The 
tchclebi-effendi is the receiver-general of this tax, the admimftrator of thefc 
funds, the infpedlor.generil of thefe eftablifliments, the intendant of the 
l>uildings. 

I have faid, in another place, that- the terfana-^^mmi was the minifter of the 
^marine. 

The tchiaoux-bachi is fecretary of ftate ; it is to him that a perfon mud 
-addrefs hinifelf to fee the grand vifir, to be admitted to his divan, to plead at 
-his tribunal. He has about him two tejkeredjis who receive the memo- 
rials, the claims, the petitions of the pleaders and of all thofe who prefent 
themfelves, and who adminifter juftice according to the order of the vifir. 

The captain-pacha and thekiaya of the fultana-validai are called to the ex« 
iraordinary councils ; and although they are not ordinary members of the coun* 
cil, they are confulted, and both have the greateft influence in the delibera- 
tions from the intereft which the former preferves with Selim, and from 
that which the latter has obtained with the l^iltana-mothen The latter was bora 
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poor in C^mdia. He is faid to be a man of underftanding and very clever r 
he pofTelTeS) above all, the art of intrigue, and joins to his ea(y manners, an 
agreeable and prepoiTelllng perfon. 

Selim, occupied with ufeful eftablifhments, ameliorations, and changes nc- 
ceflTitated by the critical circLimdances in which he found himfclf on his ac- 
ceffion to the throne, could not doubt of the fuccefs of his enterprifes in 
cauling to emanate from a council formed by the mod powerful and the 
mod enlightened men of the empire, all the innovations that he wifhed to in- 
troduce, all the beneficent laws that he wifhed to have pafled. Could he fuf* 
pe£V, that by rendering arbitrary ads lefs frequent, great executions more 
rare, by diminiihing the too abfolute and too tyrannical power of the vifir^ 
by fubmitting to difcuffion all the operations of the government, by promulga- 
ting no law till it had, as it were, received the fandion of his council, guilt 
would become more frequent, ambition more audacious, rebellion more diffi- 
cult to be repreffed, armies of robbers more numerous ? Could he imagine,, 
in a word, that the influence of foreign powers would be greater, and that it 
would fucceed in flopping all the falutary meafures that he wifhed to have 
adopted ? 

This council, unfortunately compofed of members enemies among them- 
felves, jealous of each other, more taken up with themfelves than with th* hap- 
pinefs of the State, is very far from having accomplifhed the intentions of 
Selim. One would be inclined to believe, from feeing it fometimes in 
inaSion in the midfl oT dangers, and fometimes in a route contrary to that 
which it ought to follow, that mofl of the members, far from feconding the 
defigns of the fultan, labour, on the contrary, to make them mifcarry. Since 
its creation, the flate of affairs is daily becoming worfe ; the empire is 
menaced with a total diffolution ; the finances are exhaufted ; and a rebel aU 
ready threatens to place a Ilranger on the throne. He is waiting, perhaps, 
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onlf of gens di ptuniif and fince fome among them obtain fiefs^ military 
rank| and governments. 

Almod all the minifters, all the agents in the different adminlftrationS' of the 
capiuly the cuftoms, and the mofques; all the principals of ofEces^ all the 
fecrctarieSy all the clerks, all the fchoolmafterg;.in a word, all the writers, 
from the firnplc kiatib^ who copies books, petitions, or memorials, and him 
wtio applicR himfelf to writing purely and.corredly the language, to the reis- 
cflcndi who is at the head of them, are all diftinguifhed by the name of 
hdja^ and make part of that fort of corporation*. 

The art of tranfcribing the national books and efpecially the Koran, 
forms the nurfery of the gens de plume. The number of copyifts of thefe 
books is prodigious in the capital. Young men. who have no fortune, and who 
are dcfirous of embracing this profeffion, after having learned to read and write 
in the fchools, apply themfelves firft to the copying and feUing of books f 
they afterwards draw up petitions and memorials for thofe who have occafioa 
for them. If they difplay intelUgence, and acquire information in this trade, 
they fucceed in procuring themfelves a place in fome ofEce, and by degrees, 
xvuh proteAors, condud, application, and, above all, money, they arrive at 
the firll fuuations in the public offices, and at the firft dignities in the 
miniftry. 

The MuiTuImans are indebted to the kodjas for a vail number of works 
held ki great eftimation among them, rdative to the Arabic and Perfian lan- 
guages, philofophy, morality, Mahometan hiftory, and the geography of their 
prormces } and it is among them that are generally found the ftatefmea the 
mofk intelSgeAt and the moft capable of ferving as minifters. 
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It 18 to the government alone, founded on an oppreffive Teligion, that we 
muft impute the knavery of fome, the tyranny of others, the vices of all. 
The Greeks, the Armenians, and the Jews, deprived of the rights of citizen- 
fhip, excluded from civil employments and from military fervice, ftrangers to 
the religion on which every thing refts, obliged to redeem every year their 
head by a difgracefui tax *, threatened inceffantly with the lofa of their life or 
their fortune, and weak and unprotected, have, from their very infancy, learnt 
to diffemble, to give way to the fmallefl: fhock, to withdraw themfelves 
from force by addrefs, from violence by fubmiffion. They have been obliged 
to be falfe from habit, cringing and vile from fear, cunning and knavifli from 
the neceffity of living and exifting. 

The Muffulmans, vain of their fuperiority, infolent towards unarmed flaveSf 
proud of belonging to a religion which infpires contempt for all thofe who are 
not admitted into it ) fanatic, ferocious, and unjuft through the effeft of that 
religion ; tolerated in the extortions which they cxercife towards tributary fub- 
jefts ; emboldened even by a government which dreads thofe whom it oppreffes ; 
the Muffulmans, like their anceftors, would pgffcfs a difpofition for great- 
nefs, heroifm, and robbery, had they preferved their morals, their courage, 
and all their fanaticifm. But at this day the fale of all employments and the 
precarious tenure of them makes all private perfons avaricious, and converts all 
the depofitaries of authority into oppreffors. Juftice is venal, becaufe the cadis 
have been laid under contribution ; the venality of the judges has produced 
falfe witneffes ; religious zeal is relaxed, courage is worn out, immorality has 
crept in every where : one may fay boldly that it has at the prefent day 
reached its highelt pitch in the towns. 

The law of confifcations has frequently occafioned to be confidered as cri- 
minal men whom birth, chance, or induftry had enriched. That which afligns 

♦ The karatch. 
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out fuccefs, becaufe it is commanded by men who are no longer in their 
place ; our navy, I fay, will infure us this important trade when it fhall rival 
in glory our armies, when the bravery of our failors fhall be direfted by the 
talents, the information, and the prudence of their commanders. 

Did not the mifchievous genius of the Turks lead them to ftifle conceptions 
and paralyze induftry, did not their anti-focial religion impofe filence on rea* 
fon and pbilofophy, no city in the world would be better calculated to fcrve 
as an emporium to an extenfive commerce, than Constantinople. Situated 
on the confines of Europe and Asia, between the MediterraniiAN and 
the EuxiNE, furrounded by fertile provinces, the capital of a vaft empire, 
Cqnstantinople would fee pafs within its walls the produftions of the 
East and of the West, as well as thofeof the North and of the South. The 
caravans of Asia and the (hips of Europe would fucceed each other without 
interruption, for the purpofe of effefting exchanges advantageous to all na- 
tions *. 

But, in the prefent (late of affairs, this commerce is very limited. ** The in- 
duftry of the inhabitants is confined to the fimple wants of the city, and its 
territory is fo little cultivated that it affoids no article of exportation. Never- 
thelefs, the neighbouring countries are fo fertile and fo produflivc, that they 
fupply not only the numerous inhabitants of the capital, but permit the 
French merchants to export a fufficiency to pay for one half of the value of 
the merchandife which they receive from Marseilles. A part ofthefe com- 
modities paffes through the town, the other is immediately fliippcd at Ro- 
dosto, at MuNDANiAj^at the Dardanelles, and at the harbour of Enos. 



• If the BosPHORUS and the Hfllespont belonged to an induflrioiis, civilized power; if 
tlicy made a part of a vail empire, Constantinoplk would ncccffaiily become the metropolis 
of the world. , 
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. In fpeakmg here only of the export-trade, my objed is to make known the 
moft ufeful natural produdions of every country that I fliall vifit, and the 
commodities of which European commerce iiv. y licive availed itfelf. At the 
end ofth'S work I (hall prefent a general pi.Uiie ci the import-trade which 
France carries on with all the Levant. I fniill publifli, at another time, 
thofe articles of natural hiftory which have not been treated of, or are little 
known. 

Wool. 

Wool forms the principal article of exportation from Constantinople, 
and the fecond from all the Levant, It is eflimated that the price of the wools 
which the French merchants fend to Marseilles from Constantinople, 
RoDosTo, the Dardanelles, and Enos, amounts, one year with another, to 
1,500,000 livres (r/rr^ 62,499!. fterling). This value has fometimes rifen to 
upwards of 2,000,000 (83;333l. fterling). They come from the environs 
of the BosPHORUs, from the Propontis, and from the Hellespont, as 
well as from Romania, Bulgaria, Bessarabia, and the fouthem coafts 
of the Black Sea. The flaughter^houfes of the capital alone furnifli a 
fomewhat confiderable quantity. 

In Turkey are bred two forts of Iheep, that with a broad tail, and that 
with a common tail* The former is the larger, its fleece is lefs fine, and its 
tail receives fuch a quantity of fat, that it fometimes weighs upwards of ten 
pounds- The wool of the plain-tailed flieep of Bulgaria, and of Bessarabia, 
which comes to Constantinople by way of Varna, or which paffes through 
Adrianople, in order to be fhipped at the harbour of Enos, is the moft 
efteemed. The wools of Bosnia are reckoned to be of a quality fuperior to 
all thofe of the Levant : they are conveyed on the back of mules or 
horfes, to Spalatro, Zera, and Ragusa, whence they go by fea to Ve- 
nice. The wools of Wallachia and of the North of Servia are gene- 
^rally fpread through all Germany, 

All 



224 TRAVELS IN THE 

•plenty by a (he-goat on the mountains of Kerman. I (hall have occafion to 
fpeak of it elfewbere. 

Goafs Hair. 

On the hills and mountains of the environs of Angora, is bred a goat 
fmaller than ours, with pendulous ears and (hort legs, v.hofe white fleece, 
long and very fine, is carefully fpun by the inhabitants of the country, and 
partly employed by them in the manufafturing ol the ftufis known under the 
name of ferges, camlets, and chalis of Angora. The French have feveral 
faftoiies in this town, for the purchafe of the thread; and although this 
trade has for fome time pad been carried on through Smyrna rather than 
through Constantinople, neverthelefa, feveral bales of it pafs through 
this latter city, which the French merchants difpatch to Marseilles. 

Befides the goat's hair of Angora, there is alfo known in trade that of 
Beibazar, which, lies fifteen or twenty leagues to the weftward on the road of 
Bursa. The former is more efteemed than the latter j it is finer, more fup- 
ple, and more eafy to be wrought j but that of Beibazar is whiter, be- 
caufe the inhabitants of this town are in the habit of foaping and wafliing the 
hair before they fpin it. 

The Angora goats have much affinity, as to the finenefs of their hair, to 
thofe of J^ERMAN and thofe of Cachemire. Both of them inhabit ele- 
vated places, cold in winter and very warm in fummerj both are taken 
great care of, combed, and frequently wa(hed by the (hepherds who guard 
them. 

Cotton. 

Cotton is not cultivated at Constantinople nor on the (hores of the 
Black Sea: the climate is too cold. It is only in the fouth and weft part 

of 
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of the Propontis, in the environs of the Hellespont, that the culture of 
this valuable vegetable begins. Cotton is the niofl: plentiful raerchandife of 
the Levant, and that which tlie French dr^w in the greatefl quantity. The 
merchants of Constantinople difpatch annually from Gallipoli, from 
the Dardanelles, and from £nos, about fix hundred and fifty bales, 
eftimated at 125,000 livres (arr^ 5,208!. fterling). 

Neither are the white fpun cotton and the red dyed fpun cotton of 
Adrianople a very important article of the export-trade of Constanti- 
nople : their value fcarcely exceeds 40,000 livrcs, while from Smyrna 
alone, Marseilles draws upwards of 2,000,000 of livres of fpun cotton half 
white, half dyed red, and to the amount of 5,400,000 of livres of cotton 
wool : the greater part of the other fea-port towns of the Levant furniflv 
more or lefs of this laft article. 

Formerly the red fpun cotton of Adrianople enjoyed a very great repu- 
tation; but, for fome time pad, a preference is given to that of Larissa in 
Greece, and to thofe of the environs of Smyrna and of fome towns of the 
interior of Asia Minor. Means have alfo been found within a fhort time, in 
our French manufa£tories, to give fpun cotton a red colour full as beautiful 
and as durable as that which is given to it in Turkey. The red fpun cot- 
tons of Greece do not come into France; they pafs by the Adriatic, to 
Venice and Trieste, whence they fpread all over Germany. 

Buffaloes* hides. 

The buffalo is In very great plenty throughout the East : it ferves for til- 
lage : it is harneffed to the waggons ; it is made to turn the (tones of mills, 
and wheels for the raifing of water from wells. It is ftronger than the 
ox, and more generally employed. Although it delights more particularly in 
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aquatic or marfliy places, on the banks of larger and ftnall rivers, it never- 
thelefs thrives every where, and acquires a fize above that of oxen. 

Its flefli is fcarcely fit to be eaten : it is tougher, lefs favoury than that of 
the ox, and is almoft always accompanied by an odour of mulk which ren- 
ders it by no means agreeable. It feldom happens that the Orientals fubfift 
on it J they univerfally prefer the Iheep, whofe flefh is much more delicate 
than in our countries. The milk of the female is abundant and well-tafted ; 
but the butter preferves a fmell fomewhat dlfagreeable, to which, how- 
ever, one is foon reconciled. 

The hide of the buffalo is much thicker and far more fubflantial than that 
of the ox ; it weighs from eighty to a hundred pounds, and even more. A 
great quantity of them comes to Constantinople from Romania, Bul- 
garia, Bessarabia, Wallachia, and Moldavia, and very few from the 
interior of Asia Minor. The hides of the males are more efteemed than 
thofe of the females ; they are thicker, ftronger, and much heavier. There 
pafs annually to Marseilles five or fix thoufand of them, the price of 
which, one with another, is 1 5 livres or 2 (hillings and 6 pence fterling. 
Ancona, Leghorn, and Messina alfo confume a rather large quantity. 
The Orientals content themfelves with faking thofe which are intended for 
Marseilles and Ancona; while thofe which are carried to Leghorn and 
Messina have been dreflfed and tanned with the cup of the Velani oak. 

Thofe hides, dreffed and tanned at Grasse in the department of the Var, 
with different fubftances, and among others with myrtle, are very thick and 
very ftrong, have a greenifli colour, an d are employed by the country-people 
for foles which laft twice or thrice as long as thofe of the beft ox-hides. 
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drefs the ikins of the (he and he goats killed in the capita^ and thofe which 
are difpatched from Romania and the interior of Asia. Almoft all the 
; towns of Turkey alfo manufadture fome, becaufe the confumption of them 
is every where confiderable. The Turks, as is well known, wear no other 
(hoe-leather than morocco : the black and the violet ferve for the Jews and 
the Armenians. The Greeks employ more generally the red : this is alfo the 
colour of the janizaries and of the common people. The rich Muffulmans, 
both men and women, all wear yellow fhoes. Yellow is ftriftly prohibited 
to tributary fubjecls, fuch as the Greeks, the Armenians, and the Jews. 
Amongft them there are none but thofe who are attached to the legations and 
to the confulates of foreign powers, or who are fpecially protefted by a barat, 
that can adorn themfelves with this privileged colour. 

It is faid that the Turks learnt from the Algerines, to dye morocco red> 
which is known to be very beautiful among them, and for which they employ 
madder root, kermes, and a very little cochineal. 

Their yellow morocco is not inferior in beauty to the red. In quality 
««t is generally fuperior, becaufe in the manufa£lories the (kins which appear 
the beft are felefted, in order to be dyed the colour referved for the Muiful- 
mans. 

The common moroccos are fold for 2 livres 50 centimes a piece. The 
French merchants difpatch annually from Constantinople, twelve or 
fifteen hundred. The other European nations alfo purchafe a fmall quantity. 

According to the inftruftions which were given to us before our .de- 
parture, we made fome efforts to learn the proceedings which are employed 
in the drefling and in the dyeing of morocco : we offered money in order 
to be permitted to follow the procefs madeufeofinthe manufadories ; but we 

found 
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found every where a refiftanceof which we did notimagiite the Turks capa- 
ble. Ahhough we entered feveral times into their manufaftories, it was 
impoffible for us to difcover whether it is to the quality of the Ikins which they 
employ, or to their proceedings, that we muft attribute the beauty of the mo- 
roccos of the Levant. Among the fubftarices which we perceived, are lime, 
fumac, the galnilt, the cup of the Velani oak, dog's dung, madder root, 
cochineal, kermes, the rind of the pomegranate, and the feed of a rhamniis, 
difierent from that which yields the feed of Avionok. 

Silk. 

Before the troubles of Persia, the caravans brought to Constantinople 
and to Smyrna a great deal of filk from Guilan, Chirvan, and Aderbe- 
JAN, which the French and the Englifli were eager to purchafej but, for 
fome time pad, thefe filks go into Russia by the Caspian Sea, and a 
part pafles thence into England by the Baltic, as I fhall have occafion to 
mention when I fhall fpeak of the commerce of Persia with Russia* 

None but the filks of Bursa, Adrianople, and Bulgaria are at this day 
known at Constantinople, lliofe of Bursa are the mofl abundant and 
the mofl efleemed ; they are almoft all white ; and their thread is fine and to« 
lerably fupple. This filk fupplies the numerous manufa£lories of the town> 
thofe of the capital, and thofe of Scio ; fome even goes to Aleppo and to 
Damascus ; and, neverthelefs, there is every year exported to the amount 
of 2 or 300,000 livres. The French have a houfe eflabiifhed there: theEng- 
lifh fend thither faflors when they wilh to make purchafes, and the mer- 
chants of Tunis and Algiers aHo come thither to provide themfelves every 
year. 

The environs of Nicomedia, Nicea, and all the country fituated betweea 
Olympus and the Propontis, are covered with white mulberry-trecs cuki- 
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vated wiih care, and with a fufEcient degree of intelligence. The inhabit- 
ants prefer keeping them dwarfs, in order to ftrip them more eafily of their 
leaves. 

The filk of Adrianople and Bulgaria is almoft all white, and in pomt 
of quality, ^approaches that of Bursa. It has been tolerably abundant there 
for fome years pad, and efpedally fince a confiderable number of the inhabit* 
ants of Bursa have come thither to plant a great many mulberry-trees, and 
apply themfelves to the rearing of filk-worms. 

This tree does not grow on the other fide of the Danube ; but it thrives 
very well in the Crimea ; which leads us to prefume that (hortly that 
fertile countrj', under an enlightened government, will produce filk as eafily as 
wine, and that we (hall at the fame time fee there almolt all the productions 
of Europe. 

Wax. 

So .great a quantity of wax comes from all the coafts of the Blacx Sea, 
of the Profontis, and of the Hellespont, as well as from Romania, Bui.- 
GARIA, Wallachia, and Moldavia, that the French merchants eilablifhed 
at Constantinople difpatch of it every year to the value of 300,000 U\t€s 
(^circa i3,8coL fterling). A great deal is fent to Genoa, Leghorn, and 
Venice. The Englifli and the Dutch alfo purchafe fome, and there is, be- 
fides, a great confumption made of it in the Greek and Armenian churches, 
and in the houies of all the individuals of the country, efpecialiy during the 
month of the ramazan. 

The wax of the interior of Asia Minor is conveyed by the caravans, to 
Aleppo and to Smyrna. 
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Box. 

Box is abundant in fome places of the fouth coafl of the Black Sea : 
there comes fome from Barthin, a fmall town fituated at the mouth of 
the Pahthenius ; but the fined is to be found on Mount Caucasus, and 
comes to Constantinople by the fliips which bring Georgian, Circaffian, 
and Mingrelian female flaves. There is fent to Marseilles every year 
to the value of 12,000 livres (500I. fterling). 

Copper. 

Such a quantity of copper is drawn from the mmes which are fituated to the 
fouth of Trebisond, in the environs of Tocat, and in feveral places of Asia 
Minor, that Turkey is able to pay with this metal for a part of the 
merchandife which fhe draws from India« There comes annually to Mar- 
seilles, from Constantinople, from Smyrna, and from the ports of 
Syria, to the value of from 12 to 1300,000 livres. A great deal alfo pafTes 
into Italy, and the Turks make a very great confumption of it for their 
artillery which is all of brafs, for their table and kitchen utenfils, for their 
mangals, their chandeliers, and others. 

There likewife comes to Marseilles to the value of 5 or 6,000 livres 
of copper coffee-pots, made at Trebisond, or in the environs of that towiu 

Orpiment. 

From the interior of Asia Minor is alfo drawn a very confiderable quan« 
tity of orpiment. This mineral fubftance, mixed with a bolary earth, b em- 
ployed throughout Turkey, at the baths, as a depilatory for men and women 
of all conditions. 

Indepeu- 
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All the wools of Turkey arc, in general, of an indifferent or of a bad 
quality, and little fit for the manufa£lure of fine plain cloths. Neverthelefs, 
when they are picked and mixed with the fine wools of Spain and Roussil- 
LON, the traders of Languedoc find means to make with them firfl and fecond 
londrins which they fend to Marseilles, and thence to all the fea-port towns 
of the Levant, where a confiderable confumption of them is made. 

CamePs Hair. 

In the cold countries of Asia Minor and of Persia, camels have, du- 
ring the winter, a tolerable abundance of a fine, filky wool, which falls 
every year ^ at the beginning of the fummer. It is known by the French in 
trade, under the improper name of laine de chevron. The moll efteemed is 
brought from Persia by the caravans of Erivan,' Tiflis, Erzerum, and 
TocAT. There is fome of three qualities : the black, the red, and the gray. 
The black is the deareft, and the gray is worth only half the price of the 
red. 

Some comes annually to Marseilles by way of Aleppo, Smyrna, and 
Constantinople. This lad city expedites from eighty to a hundred bales 
weighing about three hundred pounds thebaic. Smyrna and Aleppo fend a 
quantity much more confiderable. 

This wool is employed in the manufadlure of hats: it is purchafed by all the 
European nations that trade to the Levant. The French, however, are thofe 
who draw the mofl of it, and make of it the greatefl confumption. The 
Englifli employ but a fmall quantity of the black, which they procure at 
Smyrna. 

This camePs hair muft not be confounded with another wool longer, 
more filky, and finer which is found in Persia, and which is produced in 

plenty 
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which they make, with fugar, delicacies in very great requeft. From Da- 
mascus are drawn dried apricots, very fweet, which are alfo put into ra- 
gouts, or eaten boiled in the manner of ftewed fruit. The dates of Egypt 
and the piftachio-nuts of Aleppo are too dear to be within the purchafe of 
the common people ; the latter efpecially are refcrved for children and for the. 
wives of the rich. 

I fhall not here fpeak of fome fruits of little value, fuch as the medlar, the 
cornil, and that of tiie elaagnus or Bohemian olive-tree, which come from 
the environs of the capital, or from the interior of Asia Minor.- 

The beft cheefe of the Levant is that of Candia : a great deal comes 
from Bulgaria, Wallachia, and the environs of the Propontis ; but 
it is, in general, bad and very little efteemed, becaufe it is made without (kill, 
and becaufe the cuftom obtains of drawing the butter from all the milk which* 
h intended for cheefe. The yougourt or four curdled milk does not at all pleafe 
{(rangers : it is, neverthelefs, a wholefome food to which a perfon is foon re- 
conciled, and which he then eats with pleafure : it is found in abundance 
throughout the East. 

There comes from the northern coad of the Black Sea, a prodigious 
quantity of caviare and falted fifli. Caviare is nothing more than flurgeon's 
fpawn falted and packed up in large ca(ks. The confumption which is made 
of it in Constantinople and in all the towns of the Ottoman Empire, is 
immenfe. It is the Greeks and the Armenians who eat the moft, on ac- 
count of their fafts and their lents. The Jews alfo live on it very frequently, 
becaufe this aliment is of little value. The inhabitants alfo make iife of 
various falted fiflies, fome of which come from the Black Sea, and the others 
frpm the environs of Patras. Thofe from the Black Sea arc cat into 

thongs-,. 
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thongs, falted and dried ; the others are whole, dried or placed in cafks with 
pickle. Excellent mullets falted are likewife brought from the Gulf of Enos. 

At Constantinople there is, under the fuperintendatice of the Porte, 
41 confiderable eftablifhment in which a great number of workmen are em- 
ployed in burning Arabian coffee, and in pounding it in large marble mortars. 
It is diflributed in powder to the Turkifli coffee-houfe keepers and dealers, 
according to the calls that . they make for it. Private perfons alfo hav^ the 
power, in confideration of a trifling tax, of carrying coffee to this eftablifli- 
nicnl:, in order to have it roafted and pounded : but it is prohibited, under 
very feverc penalties to mix with Mocha the Wist India coffee, which is 
cheaper and lefs efteemed than the other. This prevents not Marseilles 
alone from fumifliing the capital to the value of a million of our livres 
every year. True it is that in Bulgaria, Bessarabia, and in the environs 
of the Danube, West India coffee is preferred to that of Yemen, and that 
a great deal of it paffes into thole countries by the way of Constanti« 

NOFLE. 

Mocha coffee is brought from Alexandria every year by the caravels of the 
Grand Signior : there arrives at the fame time a tolerably large quantity of 
fiigar from Egypt, which the common people prefer to that of the Euro- 
peans, becaufe it is cheaper, and fweetens, it is faid, better than the other : 
it is not fo well refined, and it preferves a part of its mofcovade. 

Cmbujiibles ; wood for carpenter* s and joiner* s work^ and timber for Jhip* 

building. 

All the wood ufed for fuel and cooking in the houfes of private perfons, in 
fome manufactories and efpecially for the baths, comes from the fouth part 
of the Propontis and the coafts of the Black Sea, fituated from the Bos- 
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FRORU8 as far as Sinope. It is more particularly oak that is burnt : for 
this purpofe are alfo employed the holm green oak, the arbutus, and almoft 
all the trees of which I fhall prefently give th©. enumeration. From thofe 
countries is drawn a greater quantity of charcoal, becaufe, in Turkey, the 
inhabitants do not wai-m themfelves at the fire of chimnies, as I have faid elfe* 
where, but at that of tandours and mangals, for which charcoal only is 
required. The belt is made of the oak and the holm, fome is alfo made 
of the pine, the fir, and the arbutus.. 

The countries of which I have juft fpoken, covered with beeches, horn* 
beams, oaks, elms, walnut-trees, cherry-trees, pear-trees, pines, firs, chefnut- 
trees, plane-trees, and lime-trees, furnifh the capital, in profufion, with all 
the wood necelTary for joiner's work and for the frame-work of the houfes 
which the inhabitants are accuftomed to build with wood ; and, indeed, the 
confumption of it is prodigious in an immenfe city, where frequent fires in- 
duce the neceflity of rebuilding continually the houfes which the flames 
have deftroyed. There are daily arriving beams of oak, pine and fir, joifts of 
oak and beech, for the frame-work, and planks of chcfnut-tree for the roofs 
of houfes ; thin planks of walnut-tree, plane-tree, cherry-tree, pear-tree,, 
lime-tree, oak, beech, afh, pine^ and fir for joiner's work ; pump-pipes and 
troughs in dm, pine, fir, oak, &c. &c. 

There alfo arrives from the fame countries, a great deal of fliip-timber for 
the arfenal, and fpars for mafls and yards which are not inferior to thofe of 
the north of Europe. The Porte alfo draws excellent limber for fhip* 
building from Moldavia, which is fhipped at Galas. There is a great deal. 
in Poland and in South Russia, of which the French government had made 
trials ionic lime before the revolution, with which it had been faiisfied, and 
of which it would, perhaps, have made ufe, notwithftanding the clamours of 
fome pcrious intereded in decrying it.. 

^ Sinope 
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CHAPTER XX.' 

Of the droguemans and barataires.—'Of the marriage of the merchants.^^-Of the 
French workmen fettled in the Levant.^^Of the caravan or carrying-trade 
in the Levant. 

1 HE clafs of droguemans deferves the mod ferious attention on the pact 
of the French government, fince it is on their probity, on their intelligence, 
and on their civifm that depend the fuccefs of the negociations which arc intruft. 
ed to them and the favourable iflue of the private affairs with the manage- 
ment of which they are charged. It has long been occupied about them with- 
out ever having attained the objed which it had in view. It had imagined, per- 
haps, that education was to fupply the place of other qualities, and that it 
was fufficient for a man, in other refpeds intelligent, to know perfeftly 
French, Turkifh, and Arabic, to be a good drogueman. A preference was 
given to young men born in Turkey, becaufe they had a better pronuncia- 
tion of the oriental languages and a greater facility in fpeaking them cor- 
rectly. They were made to fpend a few years in Paris, in order to learn 
French, and the principles of the Turkifh and Arabic languages. They were 
ffent to finifli their ftudies in a fchool of Capuchins ellablifhed at Const an- 
TiNOPLE : thence they were fcattered over the different fea-port towns of the 
Levant, and thofe who fhewed the moil capacity were afterwards fent for 
to refide with the ambaflador. 

Through an inconfiderate condefcenlion, almoft all the French droguemans 
had been taken from four or five femilies originally foreign, or for a long 
time pad fettled in the Levant. Thefe men, born in Turkey, defcended 
^m Greek or Armenian mothers, (hewed us, at the period of the revolu- 
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tion, how little reliance ought to be placed on perfons of their ftamp. Al- 
though they were indebted to France for their education, their profeffion, 
and their fortune, they hefitated not to go over into the fervice of our 
enemies, and to tranfmit to them the knowledge which they had acquired 
among us. Some even have been accufed of having carried off the depots, 
and having plundered the chanceries ; all, in a word, proved, on this me- 
morable occaiion, that, in the fequel, the important fundions of drogueman 
ought to be intruded to none but real Frenchmen, to men born in the bo- 
fom of France, and brought up and educated in her manners and cufloms. 

I do not think that one ought to affimilate the man born in Turkf.y, of 
a father who has long fince renounced his country, of a mother a fubjedl of the 
Grand Signior, of a Greek or Armenian woman who detefts our cuftoms, and 
ridicules our manners to him who; born in France^ fliall have imbibed wjth 
his milk, ideas of probity, morality, and honour. Five or fix years which 
the former fhall have paffed in Paris for his education, will not be able to de- 
flroy the impreilions that he (ball have received in his youth. Accuftomed to 
live with degraded men, furrounded by relations whofe mind is tarnifhed by fla- 
very, educated in the fchool of vice, five or fix years will not be fufficient for 
elevating his mind, for engraving in an indelible manner in his heart the love of 
virtue, the thirft of glory, and' devotion to his country. 

The reader will, perhaps, be furprifed that I confider a man bom in the 
Levant as lefs fitted for the focial virtues, as lefs qualified to difcharge 
fundtions which require probity and honour. In the firft place, experience 
too frequently informs us that the drogueman, born and bred m Turkey, makes 
no fcruple of faciifictng the iaterefts of private perfons, and thofe of the go- 
vernment, when be finds any advantage in fo doing. It would be fhame- 
ful to fay, but perhaps not ^ery difficult to prove, that the agent falls 
Ibmetimea into the faares which the drogueman ceaies not to iptead for hinu 
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Too frequently the latter has forced the other to filence by his manoeu- 
vres, or feduced him by the gold which he has had the addrefs to prefent to 
him opportunely and with caution. 

Befides, what can be expeded from a man brought up in a country where 
the idea of probity and of duties is attached only to the exterior pradices of a 
religious worfhip, where cuftoms authorife a perfon to caufe himfelfto be paid 
for the fmalleft fervice, the fmalleft undertaking ; where juftice is fold> where 
falfe evidence is paid for, where murder is redeemed, .where every thing, 
in a word, is trafficked for without fcruple, without fhame, and without re* 
morfe ? 

Theembafly of Constantinople in no manner refembles that of the other 
courts. In thefe the ambaflador conducts affairs himfelf: he can develop all 
his talents ; he can bring into adion all the refources of his genius : but, 
at Constantinople, he depends folely on his drogueman : if the man 
whom he employs be weak or unfkilful, the ambaffador is no longer any thing 
more with the Porte than a fool or a common man. If the drogueman be a 
knave, the ambaflador is deceived : he fees the cleared affairs take a perplexed 
turn, become confufed, grow dark, and prefent every day new incidents : their 
progrefs, according to circumffances, will be retarded by fuppofed obftacles. 
Difficulties and embarraflments will arife at every ftep, till at length the am* 
baffador difgufted, will renounced his projeds and abandon his undertakings. 

If the drogueman, on the contrary, had the patriotifm, the great talents, 
and the probity which we fuppofe in an ambaflador, and if the latter, with 
a pure heart and a found judgment, had only ordinary abilities, the intereffs 
of the nation would be lodged in better hands. The progrefs of affairs would 
not be clogged: the Port£ would be feen to treat with confidence, loyalty, 
and frankneis : the firmans for the punifhment of delinquents, la the fess 
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ferve the capital or the fea-port towns of the Levant, Grebcb, or 
Syria. Befides,' there would be no hahn in his preferving a foreign pro« 
nunciation : the Muflulman has almofl always for the European the refpeft 
with which he thinks that he may difpenfe towards the man who, born in 
Turkey, appears to him no more than a Have in difguife. 

An infinite number of advantages would refult if the droguemanfliip were, 
in the Levant, the nurfery of the agents and commiflaries of the commer- 
cial relations : there would neceflarily be feen in them more zeal, more in* 
formation, more attachment, and more probity *• Bufmefs in the fea-port 
towns of the Levant would be better tranfafted and much more quickly 
terminated if the commiflary were acquainted with the language of the coun- 
try, if he had learned by a long experience, to know the Muflulmans and 
all the fubjeds of the tirand Signior. 

But, above all, it would be neceflary to obtain horn the Porte that the 
French drogueman (hould prefent himfelf in an European drefs, in a particular 
uniform, and that he Oiould not be fubjeft to the Turkifh cufloms and cere- 
monial ; for were the drogueman to continue to humble himfelf before a 
pacha, a mutfelim, a fimplewniter of the Porte ; were hevalways to be in fear 
of the baftinade; were he obliged to offer them fubmii&vely his head, to kifs 
the (kirt of their robe, how could he preferve that independence of opinion, 
that inflexibility of charaAer, that elevation of mind fo neceflary to a com- 
miflary in the Levant I 

Current affairs of little importance would continue to be tranfaded by 
the droguemans of the country, creatures vile at this day, whole whole oc- 

^ Citizen RuFFiK, formerly drogueman* at this day charge iP affaires of the Republic at the 
foRTiy would fumifh us, if it were neceflary » with an inconteftable proof that the interefts of 
the aation Qould not {bmetimet be placed in better hands. 
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are born from ja Greek or Armenian woman a fubjeft of the Grand 
Signior. 

Independently of the woman, born in the Levant, preferring oriental 
indolence to the cares of a family, and confuming in nonfenfe, in drefs^ and 
in trinkets, confiderable fums, fhe has generally fo little attachment and grati« 
tude to him to whom fhe is indebted for comfort and repofe, that, following 
the example of the Muffulman women, flie neglefts nothing to purloin from 
him his favings and deprive him of the means of returning to his own 
country. The hufband, not being able to prevail on his wife to follow him, 
to renounce fofas, vapour-baths, and cuftoms which fhe has contrafted from her 
infimcy, afTumes by degrees the habits of the country. Idlenefs gets hold 
of him, old age takes him by furpiife, and death carries him off: his fa- 
mily renounce for ever the mother- country. They would evenfoon forget it, 
did not their intereft invite them to preferve the protedion which the father 
enjoyed. 

Droguemans were not generally comprifed in this prohibition, becaiife they 
were, undoubtedly, expatriated for ever j while the merchant was likely to 
return to France after, twelve, fifteen, or twenty years of labours, and 
bring back with him the fortune which he would not fail to make in the L£-^ 
VANT when he condu&ed himfelf with intelligence and economy *. 

» 

On arriving at Constantinople and in the fea-port towns of the Levant, 
we were very much furprifed to find every where a great number of French 
workmen who had brought into thefe countries the arts of Europe, and 
who enjoyed, under the protedion of the ambaffador and the agents of the 

* Youpg bds were fent to the commercial houfes of the Levant at the age of fifteen or eigh- 
teen : the greater part were book-keepers at twenty-five : ten years were fufikient for them ta 
iPAke a fortune which allowed them to return to Ft anca and there marry. 
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to Faancb, and if he refufed to depart, he ought, Tvithout his having a right 
to complain, to be refufed a protection which he does not merit. 

The ignorance of the Orientals ^n the art of navigation, and, above all, the 
fear of Maltefe privateers, had in all times induced the Turks to make ufe 
cf Venetian, Ragufan, and French veffels for the conveyance of their mer- 
' chandife from one town to another. They alfo had recourfe to the boats 
of the country; but they then preferred thofe belonging to the Greeks 
who had obtained a pafs from the archbifhops of Syra and Naxos. 

The French had always in the feas of the Levant a great number of 
veffels folely employed in carryirfg from one cchclle'^ or fea-port town to the 
other the merchandife with which they were laden, and from which they de- 
rived a tolerably advantageous frei;^ht. This carrying-trade, known in the 
South of France under the n^me oi caravane^ was a practical fchool of navi- 
gation, and a rather confiderable fource of wealth to fome towns of ancient 
Provence. None were better acquainted with the feas of the Levant, ufed 
greater expedition in their voyages, and navigated with greater advantage 
for the traders, than the Provencal mariners. The navigation of the Vene* 
tians and Ragufans was extremely flow and timid; it prefented more dan« 
gers, becaufe they fometimes ran their veffels afliore, by wiftiing, on the fmalleft 
(ign of bad weather, to gain a harbour or roadftead. 

Independently of the freights which yielded profits to all thofe who had 
concurred in the conftruftion, purchafe, and outfit of the veffel, the captain 
never failed to enrich himfelf fooner or later when he was aftive, intelligent 

• Echelle comes from the Italian word/j/^i. becaufe there exill in all the harbours and roadfleaJg 
of thcLtVANT, in lieu of quays, ladders or wooden Heps, which projeA into the fea for the 
^ccefs of vclfels and boats, and for facilitating the embarkation and debarkation of perfona 
and goods. 
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and frugal, and the failors themfelves, befides their wages, gained a great deal 
by the fmall parcels of goods which they carried from Marseilles, or which 
they made up in the Levant in going from one fea-port town to another. 
This laft-mentioned profit is very confiderable : there is twenty-five per cent, 
to be gained by choice merchandife. The intelligent feaman who was well 
acquainted with the Levant, did not fail to avail himfelf of the circumftance. 
This gain, repeated five or fix times in the courfe of the year, foon doubled 
and tripled the capital. I have known a great number of failors who 
fupported at Marseilles, at La Ciotat, at St. Tropez, or at La Seine, 
a numerous family, and who, befides, procured themfelves early in life a 
competence for the remsunder of their days. 

A veffel was divided mto twenty-four (hares or kirats, and each fhare^ 
might be fubdivided according to the intentions of the (hare-holders. The 
veffel was to return at the expiration of three years. The profits were, 
divided, according to the account of the captain, between the parties inte« 
retted, after deducing the expenfes which had been incurred for the wages 
of the crew, and fuch repairs and Refitting as were found neceffary. 

For fome time paft it had been perceived that the (hare-holders' gained fo 
much the lefs, as the captains enriched themfelves the more quickly; 
however, though difhonefty had found its way among the greater part of them, 
the moft (hamelefs even ftill brought wherewith to keep up in the (hare- 
holders the confidence which has always been placed in this kind of fpecu« 
lation. The fmall towns which I have jutt mentioned, had by this means ac« 
quired a confiderable increafe ; there exified among the inhabitants a degree of 
comfort which was not to be feen in thofe that were merely agricultural. 

There were reckoned upwards of a hundred veffels employed in this carry- 
ing-trade, generally manned each by eight or ten hands, including the captain 
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Persia from north to fouth, and return to Frakce by the Persian 
Gulf, Bassora, Bagdad, Aleppo,, and Syria. For fix months, we 
had been in vain expefting that the envoy extraoidinary of the Republic 
would be authorized to furnifti us with the means neceffary for the execu- 
tion of this journey. We felt the moft eager impatience to travel over one 
of the parts of our globe the mod interefting, ki regard to natural hiftory,^ 
geography, ancient and modern, hillory, commerce, &c, when we received 
an account of the detention of Citizen Semowille, on the neutral territo- 
ry of the G^isoNS» by one of the powers inimical to Fraiice. 

It Is very certain that the arrival, at Constahtihople, of an amba(^ 
iador of the Republic had mitigated the fate of the French, cahned their 
inquietude,, rendered the Ports more circumfpeft, and relieved us from 
the fu(penfe in which we had been fince our departure from Paris. Citizen 
Semonville, with whom we had conferred feveral times at Marseilles^. 
was acquainted with the views of the government with refpeft to us ; he 
knew what was the primitive obj«<fl: o£ eur miffion; he was not ignorant of 
all the importance which the executive provifional council attached to our 
politkal and commerciaL relations with the Ottoman Empire, and how many 
^v antq gcs they hoped, in certain circumftances, to derive from a more inti? 
mate union with the Turks. 

Receiving no anfwer to the different letters which we had'addrefled to the 
govemmentt we refolved to go and fpend the winter at the Daadakblles^ 
K in the Iflands of Gjlescb, far from the agitations and. intrigues which the 
fanpua (hades of political opinions hod produced among the French, and of. 
which we had, in ^ite of ourfelves, been witnefles. What determined us 
to take this courfe^ was that we fhould be thence enabled to return to 
Feahcs if we were recalled, or to repair to whatever country of the Otto- 
mtii Em^iit the gpmiament (hould in futuic think it neceflary to fend us. 

We 
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We received, from Citizen D£scorch£S, all the affiftancc that his pre- 
carious fituation allowed him to afford, and we left Constantimoplb on 
the 6th of Frimaire, year II, (26th of November, 1794,) on boards 
Ragufan veffcl, freighted by a French merchant. The captain had orders 
to go and anchor in the Gulf of Mundania, in order to take in there 
fome bales of (ilk which were to be fent to him from Bursa. Thence he 
was to fet fail for Smyrna, and leave us, in paffing, at the Dardakelles, 
where we had an intention of making fome fiay. 

The day was fine, the temperature of the air very mild, and the fea pet- 
fedly fmooth : the wind, which had been to the fouth for eight days, had 
died away, and appeared likely to (hift to the north : the captain took ad- 
vantage of the firft favourable breath in order to get under fail. We dc« 
parted from Gal at a at noon, and came to an anchor at funfct, off the 
village of Prink ipos. The <vind being faint and variable, we remained 
at this anchorage two days, during which we amufed ourfelves in killing, 
from on board, fome divers, in (hooting, in the ifland, woodcocks and red 
partridges, and in gathering, for our collodion^ (eeds, lichens, and a few 
late plants. 

The wind having fettled at north porth-eaft, we fet fail, at feven o'clock 
in the morning, for the Gulf of Mundania: at ten, we were a league from 
the coaft (ituated between this gulf and that of NicoMEDrA, and at noon 
wc had doubled Cape Bouz-Bournou. This coaft is beautiful, divcrfified, 
and rather mountainous; the foii appeared fertile and wooded; we perceived 
fields laid down in corn, a few flocks of (heep, and fcveral inconfiderable 
villages. After having doubled the cajx:, the wind till then favourable, uas 
likely to be contrary to us; it obliged us to ply to windward a part of the 
night. We had fome difficulty to get to an anchor half a league from the 
village of Giiemlek, at two cables' length from the fouth coaft. 
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Thcanchorage^ at the head of the gulf,, is excellent; the anchors K61d 
well every where; but, in winter, it is moft prudent to approach the dock-^ 
yard fituated to the fouth, and to bring, up at a cable and a half or two cables! 
length fcotn the (hore; for if a veflel came to an anchor on the fide of the 
village^ ftie would be expofed to a heavier fea with a wefterly wind fomewhat 
ilrong, and might run the riik.of being driven on the rocks which fkirt that 
coafty if her cables wece too old or too weak.. 

The village, called Kios by the Greeks, and Ghemlek by the Turks, is 
fituated in the^ form of an amphitheatre^ at the- head of the gulf, towards 
the. north part: it is built on the ruins of the ancient Ciusy and its popular 
tion appears to be about two thou&nd fouls. Tlie inhabitants,, for the moft 
part Greeks^ are occupied ia the culture of the land: few among them are 
mariners; feveraLare employed againft their will,, as workmen, fince the Turks, 
have eftablifhed, a quarter of a league from that fpot, a dock^yard for the 
conftnadtion of (hips of the line. Here, on our arrival,, was an eighty gua 
(hip. almoft finiQied,, the building of which, had. been direcbed by a. French 
(hipwright^ 

What determines the Turks to build part of their line-of-battle fliips at 
tlie head of this gtilf,. is the facility of procuring fliip-timbcr from the 
mountain, which borders on Olympus, from thofe which lie* between the 
Gulfs of MjUNDAJ^iA and NjcoM£DiA,.and from thofe fituated to the 
fouth of Lake Ascanius*. Two fpe^ies- of oak. and two fpecies of fir ar« 
employed;, the former, ferve for the keel, the ribs or frames, and tha 
flheathing;, the latter likewifc ferve for the. frames,, and. for all the pieces 
of the infide of the vefleL 

The two fpecies of oak which ferve for (hip-building, are the hairy cupped 
' oak Plate XIL and the. duficroik^ The former, which appears to be the 

quercus 



on^OMAN EMPIRE, 5 

quercus cerris of Ltnnjeus, is mofl- common towards Tocat, Sinopf, 
and Trebisond. It is that which is brought to the arfenal of Constan- 
tinople from the fouthern (hores of the Black Sea, and which is mod 
commonly employed for ths frame-work of houfes. It is alfo met with in a 
great part of Asia Minor and Syria. It grows to a confiderablc height 
and furniflies an excellent wood. Its leaves are deeply notched, fmooth, of 
a dark green on their upper fide, a little whitifti and pubefccnt on their 
under. The fcales of the cup are in elongated filaments, terminated in a 
point*.. 

The clujter or ftalk-fruited oak is more common than the other in the 
environs of Mundania and Constantinople. It rifes to a great height, 
aflumes a fine ftem, and furnifhos a very hard wood. This tree, whofe 
foliage differs little, at firft fight, from that of the quercus cerris ox 
Turkey oak, is neverthclefs remarkable for its elongated fruit, borne on a 
flcnder pedicle, two of three inches in length -jr. 

The Turks commonly make ufe of the pinus piiiea or flone pine, and of 
a fpecies which approaches to the laricio of the Corficans. The former is 
common towards, the maritime coafls of Asia Minor and Syria; it alfo 
grows throughout all Greece, It acquires aconfiderable fize, and its wood, 
hard and refinous, is frequently employed in the (hip-building carried on at- 
MuNDANiA, at the Dardanelles^ at Mittlene, and at Rhodes^ 

* Quercus orient alis, latifolia, foliis ad coftam fulcM incifis^ glande maxima^ cufula aimtu* ■ 
TouRNBroRT. Coroll. page 40. — A/, l^oyage au Livant. Vol. i. page 240. 
Pococke's Travels, vol. ii. tab. 86. 
Chene 4 cupule chevelae, quercus crimta* Lam. Encycl. Bot. vol* i. page 713* No. 4. 

f ^ercus orient alts, gldnde tylindri, formi, longo pediculo infidente. To urnifort. Corall . page 4 o. 
Chene a grappe> querctu raeemo/a. Lam. £ncyclop. BotaD. VoL i. page 715. No. i. 

The 
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The other pine which we found in plenty in the environs of Olympus 
and in all the interior of Asia Minor, bears a ftraight ftem, and acquires a. 
confiderable fize and height. Its feeds, which I brought to Paris, have 
come up very well in the garden of Citizen Cels, a cultivator, and member 
of the National Inftitute. 

The Gulf of MuNDANiA, Plate III. is deep, rather narrow, and fur- 
rounded by lofty mountains: the one to the north is alraoft entirely calcare- 
ous; it is partly fchiftofe, partly formed of fandftone at its bafe. The coaft 
fituated to the fouth prefents, all along the (hore, a hard, mixed rock, con- 
taining pebbles of porphyry, granite, &c. At the head of the gulf is feen a 
landy beach by no means elevated, and beyond, a fmall fertile plain, watered 
by a rivulet, which bore the name of ihe town; and by a little river, known 
formerly by the name of Hyla&. In this plain are cultivated various kitchen- 
garden plants, fuch as the folanum melongena, the hibifcus efculentus, the 
water-melon, and feveral fruit trees, among which we remarked the pome- 
granate-tree and a fpecies of apple-tree with oblong fruit, of a very agreeable 
flavour. We procured feveral flips of this apple-tree, and fent them to Con- 
8TANTIK0PLE in Order to be there raifed in the garden of the palace be- 
longing to the embafly, till we (hould hay« it in our power to convey them 
ourfelves to France. 

It is not to be doubted that this apple-tree would thrive in the fouth of 
France, fince the temperature of Ghemlek is at lead as warm as that of 
our fouthern departments, where it is known that the apple-tree vegetates 
badly, and yields only worm-eaten fruit. 

The pomegranates of Ghemlek are held in fuch eftimation, that the 
Greeks of that village are obliged to pay their perfonal impoft witl\ a certain 

quantity 
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quantity of this frulr, which they fend every year to Constantinople for 
the harem of the Grand Signior. 

Although the olive-tree is much propagated on the riflng grounds of the 
enviroos, yet the inhabitants are not accuftomed to extraft oil from its fruit. 
They prefer gathering the olive when it is perfectly ripe in the months of 
Brumaire and Frimaire, in order to fait it and afterwards fend it to the 
capital, where the Greeks, Armenians^ and Jews make, during the whole 
year, a great confumption of this fruit. The preparation of thefe olives 
confifts in throwing marine fait on them, in a rather large quantity, and 
ftirring them about fo that they may be thoroughly impregnated with it. 
They are aifterwards puC^ for fome days» into ba&ets,. and are ilightly prelTed 
iQ order to facilitate the diaining of the aqueous part> after which they aro 
kept in earthen jars. 

Thefe olives are eaten without any odier preparation: they are fometimet 
feafoned with £dt, vinegar,, and oil; they are alfo ferved up with folanum 
melongena, pimento, celery, and femiel pickled ia vinegar, together with 
anchovies, and other falted fiihes. 

At Ghemlek^ as well as in the environs of Bursa, the white mulberry-* 
tree is cultivated in plenty for the rearing of (ilk- worms; but here this tree 
is not permitted to grow, as in our climates: it is kept as a dwarf, and 
every year are taken off all the branehes which have (hot forth the preceding 
year, in order to be given, with their leaves on them, to the filk-worms^ 
After this cutting, the mulberry-tree pufhes forth fre(h fhoots which are. 
to be cut the following year, as they are wanted. 

Thefe trees are planted according to the quality of the foil, at the diftance 

a£ three or four feet from each other. They are not grafted,, becauie it has^ 

3 no 
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na doubt, been difcovered that the ftnaller and more favoury leaves of the 
wild mulberry-tree are of a quality fuperior to thofe which are large, fuccu- 
lent, and by no means fubftantial. It is not, in general, the praftice to 
give them manure; fome arc watered; but all receive two hoeings, the one 
at the moment of their vegetation, and the other at the end of the fummer. 
This tree, thus cultivated, lads a great number of years: it forms one of the 
principal articles of wealth of the environs of Bursa, and fupplies a great 
many manufadories of filk fluffs eftablifhed in that town for the ufe of the 
Orientals. 

A field planted with mulberry-trees which may have been permitted to 
rife and grow, will, doubtlefs, furnifh a more confiderable quantity of leaves^ 
than if it were planted with dwarf mulberry-trees, although the latter are 
much clofer to each other; but if a cultivator confider the facility that he 
has of procuring at pleafure all the leaf of the latter by cutting the young 
boughs, and the inappreciable advantage of being able to (helter, by a wall 
or a hedge, the dwarf mulberry-trees from a frozen wind which attacks and 
fo frequently caufes the leaf to wither, in our fouthern departments, at the 
moment of its budding, and, by that means, deprives of their nourifliment 
the filk-worms already hatched, it will be found, perhaps, that this culture 
Ts not to be neglefted, and that it ought to be adopted, at leaft in part, 
in the South of France, 

The Greeks are great caters of land-fnails; but they have not, like the 
Romans, the art of fattening them and making them a monftrous fize by an 
abundant and choice food. They content themfelves with picking them up 
in the fields and keeping them in their houfes, for fome days, in earthen 
jars, in order to make them void all the food on which they have fubfifted. 
They boil them for fcveral houi^s in water with a little fait, after which they 
make a fauce (Irongly feafoned with garlic, parfley, and fpices* We fkw the 
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Greeks of Constantinople and Ghemlek eat almofl: every fpecics of 
European fnails, but more particularly the beautiful chejhut fnail, of which 
\vc give the figure, Plati: XVILJig. i. a,h. 

It is larger than the pomalia or vine-fnail: its fpire is Icfs elevated, and its 
mouth Icfs large. The whole (hell is generally coloured by large zones of a 
chcfnut brov/n, interfered by other pale zones, of which the one that tra- 
verfes the midcilc of the lafl: volute, is diftinguiflied for its v/hitifli colour. 
The fcmi-elliptic mouth is in proportion. The lip is obtufe: it forms, with- 
out, a little border, and is coated, within, by a brown enamel which increafcs 
towards the umbilical region. The bottom of the opening is as if milk-white, 
although tranfmitting the exterior zones*. 

Among the land-flicUs which we found in the environs of Ghemlek, wc 
fliall remark two bulinii which hitlverto appear to us unknown to iiaturalifts. 

1. The zebra buliraus, fg. lo. a, b. It is fmooth, whitilh, more or Icfs 
marked longitudinally with lines fomewhat rufous. Its twelve volutes arc 
a little convex. Its fummit is obtufe, and its umbilical foramen very percep- 
tible. Its mouth is white: it lias three teeth placed in the form of a triangle, 
nearly at equal diflances -f-. 

2. The aval bulimus, ^g. 12. a. b. It is of a whitirti colour, clearer 
towards the mouth. It is compofed of fix volutes a little convex and 
fmooth. Its (liape is that of an egg, fhort and obtufe. It is provided with 
a little umbilicus. Its mouth is oblong, oblique, narrowed by fix teeth 

• H&LIX caftan^a magna^ extmiilkaia, difrtffiufcuU gUbofa^ rufo'CMjlanea^ palUdo xonata, tsl/o 
i^thti bhfltfi interno ct umbilicali fufco. 

.f Bulimus zebra parvulus, oMof/gusp umbilicaHu, Icrvis, alhldus rufq lineolaius; aputwraalkm, 
4tqimUta tripluique ver/u trident at a* 
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nearly equal, very diftinft, three on each fide. From this mouth, ft ap- 
proaches to the bulimus fcaraboeus; it is not at all comprcfled, and its fize 
is from three lines to three lines and a half*. 

On the 20th of Frimaire (12th of December) the cold was (Barply felt for 
the firfl: time,- there fell five or fix inches* of fnow, which brought a great 
many fnipes into the neighbouring woods, and a vaft number of ducks on 
the two little rivers and in. the plain.. The red partridge and the hare were 
every where in great plenty and of an cxquifite flavour. The captain,, a de- 
termined fportfman, had an excellent pointer, fo that we lived well at littlcL 
expenfe during our (by at Ghemlex. 

Citizen ToussAiNT, a fliip-Imilder, fettled in the village, forgot nothing' 
to make us pafs our time agreeably, and to procure us every information of 
which we ftood in need. We learnt, with inquietude, that his zeal, for 
the fervicc of the Porte, had feveral times expofed him to being maflacred 
by the Turks belonging to the country inland, who accufed him improperly 
of being the caufe of the oppreffion which the government made them ex- 
perience for the felling and the conveyance of the wood neceflary for the con* 
ftruAion of the fliip witk which he was charged. 

Thefe wretches, excited, perhaps, by the treafurer,. who- hated a fuperin* 
tendant whofe manners and probity gave him umbrage, and by a few Greeks 
jealous of the preference which a ftranger obtained over them, came one 
day to the number of upwards of fifty, in the intention of killing him. Citi* 
zen ToussAiNT, robuft and coun^eous, after having efcaped from feveral 
among them, who afifaulted hun on his way from the dock-yard to the 
village, (hut himfelf up in his houfe^ mounted fix blunderbufifes in front of 

Mfu Mtngiu/adu, Jtxdintaia. 
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the entrance door, armed his wife and his fervant, took himfclfa double* 
barrelled gun, two piftols and a fabre, placed a barrel of powder in the 
middle of the houfe, announced to thefe ferocious men, who attempted 
to burft open the door, what were his means of defence, and the intention of 
burying himfelf under the ruins of his houfe if they were daring enough to 
«nter it. Some attempted to get in at the windows; but every where they 
found a man who prefented death to them. The inhabitants of the village, 
through pity, attachment, or intereft*, foon haftened to his affiftance: 
they had no great difficulty to difarm, by their tears and their intreaties, 
men whom the courage of Citizen Toussaint had already Ihaken, and who 
found it, no doubt, more prudent to retire to their habitations^ than to 
hazard their life againlt him who defended fo wdl his own. 



^or 



Though the fcafon was not very proper for herborizing, we, ncvcrthelefs, 
found a few interefting plants: we faw, in iSower, on the hedges, the ever* 
green virgin'"s bower-)-, and towards the fea-fide a pretty daphne, which wc 
luet with again in Syria, in the interior of Asia Minor, and which Toua- 
NEFORT had difcovered in Crete J. There was alfo on the rifing grounds a 
new (pccies offpariium ||, a ftirub which grows to the height of five feet, of 

I • The Tttrkifli government, in cafe of murder, exacts a heavy fine from the inhabitants: 

f Clematis clrrhofa, LiNN. — Lam ARK, Encyclofidie Botaniqug, Clematiti, No. 9. 

t Thymeleea Creticat okie filio fuhtm nfiUoJo* Tourn, CorroU. page 41. 

La MARK, Encyclop, Bot. LaureoU, No. 2%. 

Daphne colli ua. Smith. SpiciL Fafc. 2, page 16, tab. 18. Aug, Neapolitan Mezereon. T. 

II The ftcm MThile yet young of this /partiim has three angles which are imperceptibly ob* 
literated: it (hoots forth a great number of branches, which are ah«rnate, flexible, and of a 
whitifh green. The leaves alrooft feflile> are ternate> and deflitate of fiipules. The flowers^ 
of a golden yellow and provided with brades, arc difpofed in cluflers at the top of the 
branches.: to thefe fucceed oblong pods truncated at their fummit. 

Citizen Ventbnat, who is publifhing an account of the plants cultivated in the garden 
of Citizen Cels, has caufed this fpartium to be drawn, and intends to infert it in one of his 
aj)p!roaching fafciculi, under the name of /pan turn parviflorum, 

c 2 which 
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which we fent to the national garden of plants, and to Citizen CEts, fome 
feeds that have come up very well. 

We faw ever)'' where in the woods the andrachne and the arbutus loaded 
with flowers and fruit; the former, which feels the cold a little more than 
the other, grows not in the environs of Constantinople; we found it in 
plenty near the Hellespont, in the iflands of the Ahciiipelago, on the 
coaftof Asia Minor, and in Syria. It (hoots up fometimcs to the height 
of a tree; but it more generally piclu*ves that of a flirub. Its trunk, fmooth 
and red when the epidermis of the year has fallen,, the beauty of its foliage, 
its eluftered flowers, its fruits of a bright red — every thing concurs to render 
it one of the mod elegant flirubs of the Levant. If the arbutus is inferior 
to it in point of port, flems, foliage, and flowers, it claims a fuperiority for 
its fruits. Thofe of the andrachne are fmaller than thofe of the arbutus : 
they have a fourifli and rough tafl.e,. which does not equal the rather flat 
fweetnefs of the other. 

From the neighbouring mountains are perceived the Lake Jscaxius and 
the fertile plain of Nice a, of which I fliall have occafion to fpeak elfe^ 
where. It is reckoned two or three hours' walk from Giiemlek to the 
lake, and feven or eight to go as far as Nicea. Bursa lies nearly at the 
fame diftance. Thefe places remind us of the fecond battle fought near 
CiuSy in the year 193 of the chriftian era, between Lucius Septimius 
Severus and Pescenmus Niger, who difputed with each other tlie 
empire of the Romans after the death of the virtuous Pkrtinax, maf- 
facred by an undifciplined and corrupt foldiery. They alfo remind us of the 
efforts made by the firft Turkifti cm.perors to get pofleflion of Giiemlek*. 
Otiiman, already mafter of almoft all Bithynia, had attempted in vain to 

• Some authors write KmltJu 
; fubduc 
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fiibdue Bursa and Giiemlek: Orkhan, his fon, obtained the former 
without bloodfhed, and the latter after a year's fi^e. 

Ships and boats which trade to Bursa, almoft always repair to Mun- 
DANiA^ a fmall towa fituated in the middle of the gulf, on the ruins of 
MvRLEA or Afamea : it feklom happens that they come to Ghemlek, be- 
caufe the anchorage of Mundania is very good, the communications be- 
tween it and Bursa are more eafy, more frequent,, and the diftance from it> 
16 lefs% 

On the firfl of Nivofe, (21ft of December,) at fun-rife, the wind being 
to the eaft-north-eaft, we weighed anchor, and flood on for our deftination. 
Before niglit we pafled the little Ifland of Calo Limno^ commonly known 
under the name of Pope's Island : it is by no means elevated, almoft flat, 
tolerably fertile, as we were told, and inhabited only by Greeks. This is the 
ancient BESDicoSy fituated three leagues from the coaft, facing the river 
JtinwDACUSy at this day called. i\Ji a j/.irr.4. 

The wind frcflicned a little, and became north-eaft at fun-fet. At three 
or four o'clock in the morning, the captain, having judged that that we had 
paired the Ifland of Marmora, hove to in order not to enter the channel 
by night. We accordingly found ourfclvcs, at break of day, to the north- 
weft of that ifland, two leagues from the Iflet of Ga'j doura. 

Marmora has received its name from a white marble, a little veined with 
gray and bluifh, which is thence extrafted in great quantities. Although 
its grain is not fine, nor its colours beautiful and mixed, the Greeks, never- 
thelefs, efteemcd it formerly and frequently made ufe of it: they diftinguiflied 
it by the name of Cyzicus marble, becaufe that peninfula furniflied, per- 
haps, fome of the fame quality, or becaufe the town o{ the fame name ferved 

as 
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as an emporium for it. Fragments of it are found among the ruins of almofl 
all the ancient cities: pillars of it are feen in various places, and particularly 
in the mofques of Constantinople* At the prefent day this marble is 
worked only for the fepulchral ftones made ufe of by the Turks, the Arme- 
nians, aad the Europeans: it is feldom employed in the condrudlion of houfes. 

This iiland is about twelve leagues in circuit: it is lofty, mountainous, and 
tolerably fertile; it contains (everal towns or villages rather populous: it has 
two harbours by no means extenfive, fituated to the fouth. Veffcls furprifed 
by a northerly wind fomcwhat ftrong, go thither fometimes to feek a flieker. 
The inhabitants have a few flocks of (heep; they cultivate the vine, the 
olive-tree, and cotton, and gather various fpecies of grain. 

Marmora formerly bore the names of A^EFRis, ELAPiwyNEsus^ and Piio- 
coNNEsus^i on account of the quantity of ftags which were there to be 
met with. I believe that none exift there at this day, as the woods arc 
deftroyed, and the mountains are almofl naked. 

On entering into the channel, we with pleafure direfted our looks towards 
the coaft of Europe: we remarked a mountain parallel to the (hore, at no 
great diftance from the fea, and beheld a fertile foil, tolerably well culti- 
vated. Tl^e coaft of Asia fixed our attention more; it is flat, marfliy to 
beyond the Granicus, and extremely fertile in the places which are not in- 
undated: the mountains that are difcovered at forae diftance, are very wooded, 
And loftier than thofc of Europe. We for a long time contemplated Mount 
Olympus entirely covered with fnow, and bad adieu to Constantinople, 
to the PaopoNTis, and to Cyzicus, which we regretted not having 



* Nevris, f£f»f, the fawn of a doe ; ElaphonneTus, from Osafo^, a flag, and from nm, ifland ; 
Froconneftts, from wfof, njpMre^, which alike fignify a yoang ftag, and from »$•(, ifland. 

vifited. 
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lilted, and to all thofe places fo famous in hiftory, and fo worthy "of that 
£ime. 

The objefts to which our eyes were direfted on both fides of the channel, 
difappeared with the greateft rapidity: we had the wind right aft, and the 
ftream of the waters accelerated our progrefs> fo that, at ten o'clock in the 
morning, we found ourfelves off Galli poll This town, at prefent the moft 
confiderable of thofe fituated on the Hellespont, paiTed into the power of 
the Turks, under the reign of John Paleoloous, and was taken by Soli- 
man, fon of Orkhan. It contains within its walls about fifteen or fixtecn 
thoufand inhabitants, Greeks, Muffulmans, and Jews; and is fituated on a 
ledge of rocks which the waters have undermined. It projefts, and forms a 
fort of cape, at the extremity of which is placed a lighthoufe for guiding 
mariners, and pointing out to them the rout« which they arc to take when 
they enter the channel by ni^t. Another is feen for the fame purpofe, 
almoft oppofite, on the coaft of Asia. The channel grows narrow all at once 
off Gallipoli, fo that it is not a league in width. The fea forms a cove 
to the fouth of the town, which ferves as a harbour for boats which come 
and anchor there, as well as for fliips thwarted by the wind. 

The mountain, of which I have before fpoken, has imperceptibly funk, 
and gives place to hills deprived of culture and of all ornament. That of 
Asia, on the contrary, has drawn nearer and prcfents a natural landfcape of 
the greateft beauty. 

Lampsacus, off which we found ourfelves almoft immediately, pojOfefles 
a charming foil, extremely fertile, and well watered. This town, formerly 
much more confiderable than Gallipoli, was famous for its gardens, its 
vineyards, and the goodnefs of its wines, for its temples, and, above all, for 
the wor(hip which the inhabitants paid to the god Pbiapus. It is no longer 
I any 
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aoy thing at tl.is cl:iy but a mean villaj^e, inhabited by fomc Greeks and fomc 
Turks: it fllll prcfcrves a few vine-plots on the riiinj grounds in the neigh- 
bourhood; but ito line gardens l.ave diia'fpeared : on the ruins of its temples, 
has been erected a niofquc, and the worlhip paid to the God prcfciver of the 
Univerfe, is rcphccd by oircrings to the Paxayu. 

As far as the Point of Nagara, on which are ftill to be remarked the 
ruins of Aby DOS, the Hellkspont prefents nothing remarkable but the 
fertile iind verdant hills by which it is bordered, and a few vaHi-:s more or lefs 
cultivated. Although the didance from LAMPJ^Acrs to AnvDos is alio 
upwards of fifteen miles, our progrefs was fo rapid, that we had foon cleared 
that fpace, and were able, about one o'clock in the afternoon, to bring up 
at the excellent anchorage which lies to the fouth of this cape. We haftened 
to land our baggage, and to proceed to the town, nearly tw^o miles dillant. 
Citizen Bkumond, vicc-conful of the Republic, had been expecting us for 
fome da3^s; he had had the civility to have apartments prepared for us in the 
conful's houfe: he was fo kind as to accompany us in our excurfions, and 
neglefted nothing to render the flay that we made at the Daudankjllks as 
agreeable as ufcful. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Slai^ at the Dardanelles. — Defer iption of the Hellefpont; and of the towns 
Jituated on itsjhores. — Productions and commerce of thofe countries. 

'Xhe Hel lespont, or Sea of Hells, is thus named becaufe that princefs, 
daughter of Athamas^ king of Thebes, wilhing to conceal herfelf, with 
her brother Phryxus, from the perfecutions of Ino, their mother-in-law, 
had the misfortune to be there drowned. It is faid that, mounted with her 
brother on a ram covered with a golden fleece inftead of wool^ (he ventured 
to crofs the channel which feparates Thrace from Troas; but when ihe 
found herfelf in the middle of the waters, fhe was fo terrified at the danger 
to which (he had imprudently expofed herfelf, that (he fell into the fca» 
where (he met with the death which (he was endeavouring to avoid. The 
Greeks, touched by her misfortunes, in order to eternize the remembrance of 
this event, gave the name of the unfortunate prince^ to the arm of the fet 
In which (he peri(hed. 

# 

This fea is more known at the prefent day by the name of the Strait or 
Channel of the Dardanelles, becaufe the modern town at which we had 
juft landed, is called by the Europeans, the Dardanelles; a name which 
has been tranfmitted to it from the ancient Dardanaj DARDANUf or Dab* 
DANUS, (ituated a few miles lower down; for, according to the ancient geo- 
graphers, it was eight miles to the fouth of Abydos, towards Cape Trapeza, 
commonly di(lingui(hed by the name o( Barber* s Cape. The river Rhodius, 
en which the modern town is built, flowed at iKarly an equal difUnce from 
Abtdos and Dardanus. 

VOL. II. D In 
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In this town are reckoned fcarcely four thoufand inhabitants, Greeks^ 
Muflulmans, and Jews. Its pofition is agreeable, its territory is fertile, and 
its produdlions are very diverfified. To the north-eaft, is feen a rifing ground" 
covered with vines;- to the (buth, a plain terminated by a mountain by no 
means lofty: this plain extends to the eaft^ and then forms a valley extremely 
fertile, watered by the Rhodius. At the extremity of this valley are found 
indications of a volcano: among others are to be feen confiderable blocks of 
granite, the quartzofe part of which is almoft entirely converted into glafs* 
A little farther on, is a fertile and circular bottom, of fmall extent, fur- 
rounded by mountains covered' with wood.. 

In the territory of the Dardanexles are cultivated cotton, fefamum^ 
various kitchen-garden plants, the vine, the olive-tree, and fcveral fpecies of 
fruit-trees. The orange-tree begins to grow here in the open air; and a to- 
lerably large quantity of grain is here colledted. The neighbouring mountains 
furnilh the velanidd* and'gjill-nutufed in trade. 

The waters of the Hellespont have a rapid ffi-eam oppofite the cadi*,. 
fituated at the lower end'of the town, while they are tranquil or run up into 
the cove, which lies at the upper part,, and which ftrves as a harbour, 
for the fmall. craft that trade brings thither,, as well as to veflels and to 
fbips of war that fometimes come to an anchor there. The captains o^^ 
thefe two laft-mentioned prefer, however, both in winter and fummer, the 
anchorage of Nagara, becaufe they are more (heltered from the nortlx 
wind, and becaufe its bottom is better. 



• This 18 the name giveiLby the modern Greeks to the cup of the acorn produced hy the 
fuirau jEgiiops. In dyeing, the Orienuls, the Italians, and the Englifh, employ this cup, as 
well as the galKnnt of* the fMcr^iu imfiacris^^TranfiiUw'. 
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The Hellespont, at firft fight, refembles a majeftic river quietly carrying 
its waters to the ocean ; but, confined within its bed, it is never known to 
pafs the limits which Nature has traced for it. Here are not feen thofe dc- 
vaftating overflowings to which countries crofled by great rivers are too fre- 
quently expofed. Neither are there to be met with, in the environs, thofe 
infedious marflies, thofe ftagnant waters, fo common towards the mouth of 
rivers: here the lands are cultivated, or are naturally covered with verdure 
even clofe to the water. And if the fliores of the Hellespont are not 
fecundified by canals of irrigation, if the waters depofit not on the lands a 
fertilizing mud, the communications which it eftablifhes between the Pro- 
poNTis and the Black Sea on the one fide, the Mediterranean and 
the Ocean on the other, the advantages which agriculture and induftry can 
derive from the facility of conveyance, are benefits greater, perhaps, than 
thofe which would refult, to thefe countries, from the vicinity of a great 
river. 

The RiiODius takes its fource to the north-eaft of Mount Ida: it receives 
a few rivulets which flow from the neighbouring mountains, and, after 
having traverfed a fpace of twelve or fifteen miles, it difcharges itfelf into the 
Hellespont, by the fide of the caftle of the Dardanelles. Its waters, 
by no means abundant in fummer, are kept back and employed in the irri- 
gation of the lands; but in winter, fwelled by the rains which are frequent in 
that fcafon, it occupies a bed fufnciently large to deferve the name of river. 
The inhabitants of the Dardanelles have conftruAed a wooden bridge 
at fome diftance from its mouth, in order to be able to crofs at all times to 
the left bank, and repair to the fields that they cultivate beyond it. 

Behind the caftle, between the town and the river, is a tolerably extcnfivc 
walk, naturally turfed and fliaded by very tall plane-trees. Although thi= 
place is very cool and very agreeable, it is fcarcely at all frequented by the in- 

D 2 habitants 
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habitants of the town: one there meets with none but Europeans, whom 
commerce and curiofity bring into this country* 

Three miles from the Dardanelles, in afcending towards the north, are 
found, on a fpot refembling a plain of a triangular figure, a few veftiges of 
the ancient Abydos. The ground is elevated and covered with heaps of 
rubbifh, among which are to be diflinguiOied bricks, fragments of potter's 
ware, pieces of granite, and marble of every fpecics. A few fliapelefs mafles 
of mafonry arc perceived along the anchorage, fituated to the fouth-weft. 
On the neighbouring coafl is feen a road deeply dug, by which the inhabi- 
tants of Abydos repaired to a fertile plain that lies to the eaft. The city 
occupied the fouthern part of the triangular fpot which I have juft mentioned^. 
and extended to part of the rifing ground that faces the channel. 

There is not, on the (hores of the Hellespont, a fituation more agree- 
able and more advantageous than this for a towns for, independently of the 
view of the whole channel, of its two (hores, and even of Tenedos *, befides 
the means which there would be to fortify it, being furrounded by the fea 
and an infulated hill,, the anchorage is unqueftionably the moft fpacious and 
the moft fafe of the Hellespont^ and if the Turks really wiflied to pro- 
hibit the entrance of the Propontis to an enemy's fleets, there would be no 
place more proper for the ereftion of a battery, than the point of Nagara^ 
for (hips always approach this point in fpite of themfelves, on account of th^ 
falient angle which the land makes in this place. Befldes, this part of the 
channel is almoft as narrow as that of the fecond caftles. 

Two leagues to the fouth-eaft of Abydos, is feen Si l leis, a fmall rivulet 
which would no longer be thought of, did it not indicate the pofition of 

• The gentIy-ri£Ag groand of Troas allows tho Uand of Tenedos to be perceived. 

Arisba, 
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Arisba, near which the army of Alexandiek encampedi while that con- 
queror was occupied in vifiting the ruins of Troy. 

Geographers arc not agreed refpcAing the pofition of the ancient Darda- 
Nus: fome place it on Cape Trapeza; and others, at the foot of Mount 
Ida. I found not in the environs of that cape, commonly called Barber*s 
CapEj any veftige, any trace of a town} neither did I perceive rubbifli, 
bricks, nor heaps of ftones. The very ground, uneven, hilly, by no means 
fertile^ and deftitute of water> appears little calculated for the fituation of a 
town of any confequence. I fufped, with the latter, that if flood inland ^ 
for in the times when people could appreciate all the advantJ^cs of a mari- 
time trade, and even fometimcs receded from the fea-(hores, in order to be 
fcfs expofed to the incurfions of pirates, they muft have preferred fuch fitu- 
ations as placed the inhabitants within reach of the fields which they culti- 
nated^ and from which they derived all their riches. 

Beyond the cape, the coaft is white and chalky, which has occafioned 
it to be given by mariners the name of White Spots: here it is that veflcls, 
waiting for a favourable wind for afcending the Hellespont, generally 
anchor. 

We were not more fortunate in our fcarch for OpiiRYNiuMy which is placed 
between Dardanus and Rhceteum: as for the latter, it appears, that it 
is iituated between the promontory of that name and the tomb of Ajax, 
to judge of it from the fragments of potter's ware and bricks which are there 
to be found; for it is .well known, that nothingindicatcs in a more certain 
manner the pofition of ancient cities. Monuments crumble away, the ma- 
terials are carried off, the plough levels the foil; fragments of bricks and pot- 
ter's ware alone refill time and the hand of man. 



When 
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When you have paffcd the tomb of Ajax, fituated on an eminence, you 
fee even beyond the SiMois, a low, (andy plain near the fea, very fertile in 
proportion as you recede from it. But before we travel over Troas, and 
vifit thofe places which hiftory has rendered fo famous, let us return to the 
HELLESPONT, and tranfport ourfelves to the coaft of Europe. 

According to the poets and the greater part of the Greek hiftorians, 
Sestos was fituated oppofite to Abydos, at the moft narrow part of the 
channel. Thofe two towns are become famous from the loves, real or fabu- 
lous, of Leaxder and Hero, whofe end was fo unfortunate. Leaxder 
lived at Abydos: Hero was at Sestos, a prieftefs of Venus. Too con- 
fident, no doubt, in his flrength and ikill, Leaxder, in order not to be 
difcovered, for a long time, fwam acrofs the Hellespont, guided by a 
torch which his miflrefs iighted on the top of a tower: but, in a tempef- 
tuous night, Leaxder, having too imprudently committed himfelf to the 
waves, could not reach the other fhore, and was unfortunately fwallowed up 
by the agitated waters. Hero, in her defpair, threw herfelf into the fea, in 
order to ihare the fate of her lover. 

Procopius places Sestos in the cove the neareft to Abydos: he even 
adds, that the emperor Justixian caufed a citadel to be built near that 
city : the remains of this citadel are ftill to be feen clofe to the fea-ftlore. 
The firft courfes of malbnry in hewn-ftone, on which the wall was erefted, 
. are there to he diftinguifhed. This wall forms a talus of about fifteen inches. 
The tower, fituated at the extremity of the citadel, is round and in a great 
meafure deftroyed : the remains of an arch, which formed the firft ftorj% are 
flill to be perceived. Its walls, as well as thofe of the citadel, are built with 
fcyeral courfes of rough, unhewn ftones, and feveral courfes of bricks laid 
ilat the one on the other in three or four rows. On the declivity of the 
hill, the walls of the ancient city may very eafily be traced. Within the 
3 enclofurc 
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racToTure of thefc walls, He heaps of ftoncs, among which are to be diftin* 
guiflied bricks, fragments of potter*s ware, pieces of granite and marble. 
It is probable, that this rubbilh has been heaped up for the purpofe of 
alearing the- ground; and putting it into a ftate of cultivation j and' that, in 
^his manner, the remains of the monuments that might there be met witli 
have been deftroyed* 

Four miles from Sesi'Os, in afcendihg the channel, is another harbour,' 
near which is feen only a fnnple habitation of dervifes, occupied by three^ 
or. four Muffulman monks. This anchorage, one of the beft of the whole 
channel, is little known to moft of the mariners who frequent the feas of the 
Levant, becaufe they prefer^ with reafon, that of Nagara as more' 
within reach of'MAiTA and the Darda^eItLE^, where they procure fuch^ 
Brovifions as they are. in want of... 

Facing Abydos, a fhort league fo the fouth-weff of Sestos, is feen at 
the bead of an extenfive and not very deep cove, the village of Maita,- 
built on the. ruins of Af^TriKw* Some remains of old mafonry are ftill to be* 
found on a hillock, which overlooks the modem town fituated on the fea-> 
(hore. At a little diftance from Madytos was formerly C(ELos Portus, 
a;fmaW town which was witnefs of the fea-ftght that took place between the 
Atheniam and the Lacedaemonians, a fight in which the latter were con- 
quered and obliged to. give, up to their rivals the empjre of the* Hell^-- 

S^ONT.. 

Thet territory of Ma it A^ although by^ no means fertile,- fiirnifhes fome 
fruitSy. a little corny fome. wtne^ and, in particular, cotton. Moft of the 
inhabitants ^re fcamcn: the others apply themfelves to the culture of the 
linds. and to the . manufadturc. of fail-clotby for which, they employ the 

cotton 
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cotton that they gather, and a fmall quantity which they purchafe, either 
at the Dardanelles or at Gallipoli. 

Two leagues from Maita, facing the Dardanelles, at the mod 
narrow part of the channel, is feen a village by no means confiderable, 
known by the name of the Second Castle of Europe. The citadel 
which {lands below the village, on the fc:a-ftiore, andof which Tournefort 
has given a drawing, is no better calculated for defending at this day the 
entrance of the channel, than that of Asia: neither the one nor the other 
would not long hold out againil (hips of the line that might attack them. 
Their monftrous guns, without carriages, loaded with bullets of marble or 
granite, of about two feet in diameter, would foon be abandoned by gunners, 
who could neither manage them, nor point them, nor even load them with 
facility. 

This village, fituated at the foot of a hill rather lofty, affords to the 
inhabitants of the Dardanelles a very agreeable landfcape, embelliflied 
^moft always by the (hips and boats which are inceffahtly afcending the 
Hellespont, or making fail for the Archipelago. 

The inhabitants of this village are lefs induflrious than thofe of Maita: 
ithe greater part of them are Turks attached to the duty of the citadel, or 
Jttxiploycd in carrying over in boats the perfons who arc repairing from the 
<uie town to the other. It is the Greeks who apply themfelves more parti- 
cularly to the culture of the lands. I faw, for the firft time, in their ter- 
ritory, hives (hut up in buildings more or lefs fpacious, according to the 
quantity of bees that were there reared. The objeft of this building in 
CBafonry, carefully Ihut, is to fecure thofe infefts from the cold during the 
winter, from the heat during the fummer, and at all times from the hand 
^f uuut, far more dangerous than the inclemency of the feafons. 

I A league 
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A league from the fecond caftle of Europe, on defcendihg the Helle- 
spont, is perceived on a height another dwelling of dervifes, inhabited by 
a few Turkifli monks> whofe fundion confifts in making (ignals for the veflels 
and (hips of war which enter the channel, and in difplaying from time to 
time the Ottoman flag. Thence to the firft caftle of Europe, the coaft 
is uncultivated, and prefents nothing remarkable, except a tomb which is 
fuppofed to be that of Hecuba, placed above the promontory of CvNossEMAt 
and the remains of an aqueduft, which probably brought the water necef- 
fary for the inhabitants of EljEus^ a town formerly (ituated at the entrance 
of the Hellespont, on the coaft of Europe. 

On the ruins of ELoaus, at this day is feen a Turkifli village, called 
ElbauaR'Kalessi, at the foot of which is built the firft caftle of Europe, 
To the weft of this caftle, is ftill feen the tomb of Protesilaus, king of 
Thessaly, killed by Hector, and a few veftiges of a temple to which 
his devotion to his country's caufe had entitled him. Protesilaus was the 
firft of the Greek heroes who fet his foot on the coaft of Asia, although the 
oracle had thrice announced, that the man who firft landed on the Trojan 
(hore, would lofe his life. 

Thence to Critia, a Greek village fituated to the north, up the country, 
may be reckoned about two hours* journey. It is well known, that there 
was a town of the fame name in the Cherfonefus of Thrace, .at a little 
diftance from the fea-ftiore, in the fame place, probably, where the modern 
village is built. You arrive there by an uneven ground, and a fmall plain, 
the earth of which is partly whitilh and cretaceous. 

We had no where feen the red partridge fo common as in this plain and 
in the groves of pine which fland in the environs. The hare is here in equal 
plenty and very well tafted. During the winter, a great many woodcocks 
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are found in the uncultivated/ (haded, and moid vallies. Neither is the 
wild boar fcarce: as the latter does a great deal of injury to culture, and is 
particularly fond of grapes, the Greeks hunt it fometimes and kill a great 
number: but the quadruped the moft common in all thefe countries, is thc^ 
jackal> of which I Ihall frequently have occafion to fpeak.. 

In the environs of the Dardanelles, I was one day witnefs of the manner 
in which the Greeks Ihoot partridges, lefs with a view of procuring them- 
felves an excellent article of game, than for the purpofe of diminifliing the 
number of the enemies of their crops. This fport confifts in carrying a gun. 
and a fort of banner rolled up, flriped with very lively colours,^ fomewhat 
fimilar to a harlequin's jacket. As foon as they perceive at a diftance a. covey 
of partridges, they unroll the banner, and approach by degrees thofe birds 
till they have got within gun-Ihot of them. The fowler thrufls into the 
ground the ftaff of the banner, and, through an aperture made on purpofe*. 
he fires on the partridges, which are fo terrified, that they fquat and fuffcr 
themfelves to be killed, the one after the other, rather than fly away. The 
greateft difficulty the fowler experiences, is to perceive them -, for that pur- 
pofe, he turns round them, conftantly concealed behind the banner, and as 
foon as he perceives one of them, he fires at it, and goes on in the fame 
manner till he has deftroyed the whole covey. This fport is practicable, as 
is feen, only in cultivated plains^ and on lands not much covered with 
herbage and bulhes. 

The portion of land comprifed between the Hellespont and the Gulf 
of Saros, known by the name of the Cherfonefus or peninfula of Thrace, 
is little more than from three to four leagues in its greateft breadth: it is 
nearly twenty from the fouthern extremity to the long wall, MACRONTicnost 
•which feparates the peninfula from the continent. At the end of this wall,, 
towards the PaopaNXis, was the town of the fame name, on which there 

now 
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BOW remain only a few habitations that the harbour maintains. Inland, 
ft^ds the village of HexamilAj which has prefcrved the name that was given 
it, on account of the diftance that there is from the one fea to the other. 

The land of this peninfula is uneven, hilly, and not fo good, in general, 
as that of the coaft of Asia. There are, however, a few vallies of the greateft 
fertility, and fome plains tolerably produftive. The lands are chalky in fome 
places: the hills and rifing grounds are all calcareous: here are to be found 
fome foflfil (hells, to which there are none analogous belonging to the feas of 
Europe. In the environs of Maita, is feen, at the foot of hills, a foft 
fand-ftone, or a pure fand ; and in the cove of Sestos is remarked, at up* 
wards of twenty feet above the level of the fea, a tolerably thick bank of 
marine concbylia, the fpecies of which all belong to the Mediterranean. 
This bank formerly extended, no doubt, into Asia, for, beyond the hill 
of Abtdos, the plain affords in a rather large quantity the fame ihelU that 
we had feen in this bank *• 

Different French, Italian, and Englifli merchants, have feveral times at- 
tempted to eftabliQi commercial houfes at the Dardanelles s but they have 
never been able to fucceed in this: they had, undoubtedly, not remarked 
that the merchants of Constantinople, preferving over them the advan- 
tage of refiding in the capital, where the confumption is very confidcrablc, 
were equally within reach of furniOiing the articles of which the towns fitu- 
ated on the Hellespont are in want, and of there making, with no Icfs 
facility than economy, the purchafe of thofe which are demanded of them. 
The Jew, Greek, and Armenian traders, through whofe hands it is neceflary 
to pafs in every cafe, are very glad to preferve the connexions which they 
have with the merchants of Constantinople, whom they confijer. 



• OJirea edulis^ ventu cbicMCfjvenus canctllata^ foUn fjagina, buccinum rHioilafMM, cerinthium v;»/- 
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befides, as better docked, and better enabled to make the payments which 
they indicate to them. 

The articles of exportation which the towns fituatedon the Hellespont 
can furniQi, are: 

Two or three hundred bales of cotton of various qualities. 
Two hundred quiiltals of coarfe (pun cotton. 
A great many coarfe cotton cloths. 
Three or four hundred bales of wool of inferior quality. 
A great quantity of Turkey leather or Morocco, prepared in the Dar- 
danelles and at Gallipoli. 
Three or four hundred quintals of galls. 
A more confiderable quantity of velanida. 
Twelve or fifteen thoufand hare-ikins. 
Sixty or eighty quintals of wax. 
Very little madder root. 

Maita and the Dardanelles fend a little wine to the capital, and alfo 
fell fome to the captains of the veffels that may chance to anchor in their 
harbour or in the environs. The latter find at all times, at the Darda- 
nelles, bifcuit, new bread, poultry, eggs, herbage, different vegetables, 
and other provifions of which they may (land in need during their voyage. 

At the Dardanelles is manufaftured a vaft deal of coarfe potter's 
ware, the greateft part of which is fent to Constantinople. Although 
its quality is very good, and the varnifli adheres well, one is furprifed to fee 
on it flowers, and other ornaments, which are effaced by time, and are not 
incorporated with the varnilh. 
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The Republic of Venice was formerly the only power fhat had a conful 
of its nation at the Dardanelles. France, England, Germany, 
Russia, and the other maritime powers, had there only agents of the 
country, Jews or Greeks, who difcharged the fundions of conful, if not 
with intelligence and probity, at lead with the greateft zeal, by means of 
a barat of drogueman, which placed them' under the immediate protedtion 
of an ambaffador, and afforded them the enjoyment of all the privileges 
, granted to Europeans. But within thefe few years, the French govern- 
ment has here eftablifhed a vice-confulate, hoping that a national agent 
, would proteft more efficacioufly the veflels which are obliged to make a (lay 
here; that he would furnifh, befides, to the (hips of war that anchor at the 
White Spots, the affiftance of which they might be in want, and that he 
would tranfmit to the ambaffador all the news which his fituation enables 
him to gather. 

Ships of war belonging to the powers in amity with the Ottoman Porte, 
enter the channel without obftacle, and caft anchor at the JViiite Spots and 
off Barber^s Point; but they cannot, in any cafe, pafs the fecond caflles 
without an exprefs permiffion of the fultan. Merchant-veffels may ftand on 
if the wind permit^ and proceed direftly to Constanti-nople, or to any 
port of the Propontis that they may think proper; but, on their return^ 
they are obliged to anchor at Nagara or at the Dardanelles, in order 
to be there vifited. It is generally the day after their arrival that this vifit 
takes place: its objeA is, to afcertain whether all the duties have been paid 
at the capital; whether prohibited goods have not been fliipped without 
permiffion; or whether there are not on board runaway flaves orfubjedls, not 
Muffulmans, who would wifti to quit their country. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Excurfion to Troas. — Defcription of that country. — Sketch of its population 
and productions. — Of the oaks which produce the gall-nut and the vela* 
nida ufed in trade. 

After having vifited, founding as we went, almoft all the coafts of the 
Hellespont, and having penetrated, in various points, into the interior 
of the countrjs in order to afcertain its produftions, we haftened to vifit 
Troas, and caft our eye over places which the genius of the Greeks and 
Romans have rendered fo famous. We embarked at the Darpa.nelles 
on the loth of Pluviofe (29th of January) on board a Turkifti caique, with 
a northerly wind rather frelh, and in two hours we reached the firft caftlc 
of Asia. We immediately caufed our mattreffes and our provifions to be 
carried to the Greek village fituated on Cape Sigeum, where we hoped to 
be more quiet, and to find greater facility for prolecuting" our obfervations 
far from the fufpicious looks of the Muflulmans. 

We were very agreeably furprifed in vifiting Troas, with the Iliad in 
one hand, and the map of Citizen Lechevalier in the other, to find 
the greateft exaftncfs in the pidures which Homer has tranfn\itted to us. 
It is true, there is fcarcely any longer to be found a trace of the cities which 
exifted in thefe countries: the inhabitants even have dilappcared^ but the 
courfe of the SiMois and that of the Scamander have not changed: we 
perceive, on the banks of the latter, the marfhes of which Homer makes 
mention: time has not been able to dcftroy the hillocks of earth under which 
repofe the aOies of the heroes whofe names have been handed down to 

us; 
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us i the waves of the Tea have not produced any perceptible change on the 
coaft: the lands are dill fertile, and fufceptible of fupporting a great number 
of inhabitants: forefts of pines and oaks dill cover Mount Ida, and all the 
mountains which prefent themfelves to the ead of Troas. 

• 
Some of the learned have been defirous of proving that the war of which 
Homer fpcaks, has not taken place; they add, that Troy has never ex- 
ifled, and that the whole Iliad is a romance. The objeft of our refearches, 
in travelling over thcfe countries, was not to know whether we ought to 
confider as a fable, embellilhed with the charms of poetry, or as an hiftorical 
trait conliderably altered, that long and cruel war which all the fovereigns of 
Greece waged againft the Trojans for a princefs carried off from her 
hufband; a terrible war, in which, on both fides, a great number of war- 
riors and heroes were facrificed: a war in which all the gods of Olympus 
took a very active part. The illufion produced in our mind by the writings 
of the prince of j>oets, was too dear to us to endeavour to dcftroy it by 
refleflions perhaps judicious. 

We had fo much pleafure in meafuring the extent of the camp of the 
Greeks, in beholding the place of their debarkation, in following the banks 
of theSiMois and of the Scamander, witneffes of fo many exploits; in 
looking for the hill of fig-trees, the objeft of Andromeca's inquietude; in 
finding again the traces of Ilion and Pergamus, in contemplating thofe 
heaps of earth under which repofe the aflies of the Greek and Trojan 
heroes: we had fo much pleafure, I fay, that we ihould, perhaps, at that 
moment have turned a deaf ear to him who might have wilhed to per- 
fuade us that nothing in thefe places affords intcreft and retraces recollc^ftions. 

But whatever opinion may be adopted refpeding the war of Troy, and 
the exiftence of that city, fince the publication of the interelling travels of 

3 Citizen 
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Citizen Lechevalier in Troas, and the luminous applications which he 
makes of the paffages of Hom£R» it is no longer allowable to doubt that 
the author of the Iliad had the moft exaft knowledge of a country in the 
vicinity of the places which he inhabited, and that he had even travelled 
over it before he traced the plan of his poem; and, in that cafe, Troas 
and the poem prefent to the traveller all the intereft of truth. 

The diftance from the Dardanelles to the firft caftle of Asia, 
KouM'Kalessi, is about four leagues. Thence to Cape Sigeum, on which 
is built YENiTCHER-KEUiy is near half a league: the ground continues rifing 
in this latter fpace, and you meet with two tombs, which are prefumed 
to be thofe of Achilles and Patroclus. The town, fituated behind the 
caftle, on the left bank of the'SiMois, on a fandy foil perfeftly level, is not 
near fo extenQve or fo populous as the Dardanelles. Neither is the air 
tliere fo wholefome, on account of the marOies which are on the oppofite 
bank of the river, and whofe putrid exhalations, in fummer, are carried 
over the town by the north north-eaft wind, which blows uninterruptedly 
during that feafon. Thofe which are feen in the plain, to the fouth of the 
town, alfo contribute to occafion intermittent fevers, and remitting putrid 
ones, towards the end of the fummer, when the wind returns to the fouth. 
The former, anciently known by the name of Palus-stoma^ or ASroitfi- 
ljmne\ are fupplied by the waters of the fea ; the latter are produced by 
the waters of the Scamander, which fprcad over the low lands that 
furround it. 

Beyond the firft-mentioned marfties lies a little cove> which is thought 
to be the harbour where the Greeks who came to the liege of Troy landed : 
the Turks call it Karamliklimani. 
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The Thym'brws takes its fource to the north north-weft of Mount Ida, 
traverfes a fertile plain, almofl entirely cultivated, and difchacges itfelf into 
the SiMois^ at a tittle diftance from the fea. If you afcend this river, whofe 
diredion is from ead to weft, after an hour's progrefs, you find, at feme 
diftance from the left bank, the {pot which Constantime had firft chofen 
§0T making the capital of the empire of the East. If you ftUl proceed for 
another long half hour, you fee, on the right foank« a little i^Uage called 
Halzu-keuii and quite clofe to it, towards the Dorth-eaft» the ruins of a 
temple, which is fuppofed to have been that of Apoxlo Thtmbrqsits. 
At a fliort league further on, ftiU following the rivulet, jKm find Tuukbrex- 
KEUU ft viUage btdlt probably on <lhe nnas of Tmymula. a town fitoated 
formerly at a little diftance from Dard Awa, of which it was a dependenqr. 

'1 . 7 

It was in the plain of Thymbra^ in the environs of the temple of Apollo, 

^that AcHiLLBs, according to fome authors, was ftinck hf the fiitd arrow 

which Paris let fly at him: Apollo himfelf, by their account, had di- 

ft£ted the arrow, in order to avenge the death of Hector, and tliaft of 

a great number of Trcgans, who had likewife perifiied by the hand of 

ActtlLLES. 

We leave to antiquaries to tell us whether flie t<Jwli aftd the plrwn had 
leceived their name from favory, an odoriferous plant, called thymbra by the 
<Jreeks, or whether that name was given to it by Darpanus, the fbimder 
tUf the town in honour of TnYMhmoB his friend: we (hall only fey that 
favory grows in abundance in this plain and on all the rifing grounds in the 
ne^hbomhood. 

On quitting this village, -we dircfted our route to the fouth» leaving on 
the left the firft chain of Mount Ida. After two hours* journey on foot 
over an uneven, hilly foil, almoft cnth-ely uncultivated, we arrived *t another 
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village called Alch-keui : the Simois flows a quarter of a league farther* 
We met with feveral flocks of broad tailed (hcep: we inquired of the 
{hepherds, whether there were not on the neighbouring mountains ferocious 
animals, fuch as hyaenas, ounces, wolves, and jackals, whkh came to attack 
their flocks and carry off fome flaeep: they anfwered us, that this happened 
to them very feldom, becaufe they kept a good watch. We learnt that there 
were on thefe mountains bears, wild boars, and jackals; but we never could 
make ourfelves underftood when we talked of the hysena and the ouncc^ 
which, in the fequel, we found common in Syria, in £&ypt, and in 
Persia. It alfo appeared to us that there were very few wolves in thefe 
countries, but a great many jackals, which are known to be an animal by 
no means ferocious, and fcarcely flronger than the fox: jackals are dangerous 
to (heep and goats, only on account of their going in very numerous packs. 

In the middle of the fpring, when the plain begins to be ilripped of its 
. verdure by the action of a burning fun, the (hepherds of theie countries, as 
well as thofe of the fouth of France and of Spain, go and feek in the 
vallies, and on the mountains up the country, pafhires which the coolnefe 
and moifture there maintain in that feafon. They do not return to the 
vicinity of the fea till the firft rains of autumn have revived v^tation, 
which drought had relaxed or fufpended» 

The SiMois takes its fburce to the fbuth-wefl of Cottlus: It flows 
nearly to the weft, traverfes a fpace of from twelve to fifteen leagues, receives 
the And R I us above Ine'ksui, and feveral other rivulets, and difchaiges 
itfelf into the Hellespont, half a league to the north north •eaft of Cape 
SiGEUM. That ftream is not fufiiciently confiderablc to deferve the name 
of river; it is rather a torrent fwelled by the rains, at the end of the autumn, 
in winter, and in the fpring, or by the fudden melting of the fnow which 
£dls fometimes in Nivdfe and in Fluviofe^ on Mount Ij>a and Cotylits. 

1 Its 
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Its bed is tolerably wide; but its waters are feldom abundant, and in 
fummer it is almoit dry, fince a pacha has turned afide the (beam of the 
ScAMAND£R> and poured its waters into the Mgeav SeA. 

The ScAMANDER takes its rife at the extremity of the plain of Troy, 
from five or fix fpring^, one of which is remarkable for its waters fomewhat 
lukewarm. After having traverfed a fpace of fix or feven miles, it dif- 
charges itfelf into the SiMois, a league from the fea. Confined in its bed, 
it experiences no perceptible variation i its banks are enamelled with flowers 
in almoit all feafons; and, in feveral places, the lands are fo low, and th^ 
waters fill its bed in fuch a manner, that they fpread themfelves, and form 
(everal marlhes, producing reeds, ruflies^ and various aquatic plants. In 
the rainy feafon, the Scamander is lefs confiderable than the Simois ; but 
it has over it the advantage of always having nearly the fame quantity 
of water, and of carrying fertility into the plain that it traverfes^ 

We here preferve to the Simois its name as fiu: as the fea, though almofl: 
all the ancients ceafed to give it that name on its junftion with the 
Scahander; but, independently of the SiMo'is having a larger bed, and 
a dream more extenfive than the other; independently of its receiving in 
winter the waters of all the mountains fituated to the eafi: of Troas, the 
ScAHANDER at this day has taken another courfe. Under the reign of 
Abdul-Hamid, Hassan^ captiun-pacha, wifhing to conftrud feverai 
mills, and to water the lands which he poflefled towards the Cape of Trot> 
caufed a canal to be dug to the weftward of the little village of EiftKEssi- 
KEui, and poured into it the waters of the Scamander: firom that time 
they have flowed into the J£o£AN S£a» nearly half a league to the fouth of 
the Cape of Tboy. 

wz The. 
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Tlie coaA b Imt and marfliy at the new mouth. of the ScABflANUzut: kr 
rifbs iinpBRsptxfaly from the Cape of Taoy to the village of Yent-kzhii. 
and thence to Cape Sigium k is deep. You walk over an elevated lawB» 
whence the eye meafures without obftade the whole extent of the plain: 
you perceive at the extremity the rifing ground on which ftood ancient 
Troy : beyond> Mount Ida prefents itfelf in the form of an amphitheatre, 
and eompofes a pi&ure of the greateft beauty. To the north is feen the 
Hellespont and the Cherlbnefus of Thrace; to the weft, tbe^GEAN* 
Sea, and (bme of its iflands. Tenedos is to be remaiked from its pyra« 
midat mountain,, its ridng grounds^ and its plains covered with vine-plots. 
The little ifkind,. called Rabbit Islans^j has never fixed the attention of 
geographers and hiftorians. Tou diftinguiA imperfedly the volcanic Hland 
of Lehbos^ inwhich^ according to fable, Vulcan had eflablifhed his forges. 
To the north-weft, the lofty iflands of Iiitbros and of Samothrace appeared* 
to form but one, or even to be confounded with the continent 

Tenitcher-keui*, built on the ruins of Sigeuit, ftill prefents a few 
veftiges of the ancient town. The curious go thither to admire a block of 
marble eight or nine feet long, placed by the fide of the dbor of a church: 
it bears a Greek infcription, almoft entirely eflkced, the words of which, 
follow each other without interruption, that is,, that the firft line runs, as 
among us, from Ith to rights and. the fecond runs back from right to left, andr 
fb on to the end. 

Oa the other fidfe of the dbor is feen a bas relief in marble, tolerably well 
wrought: it reprefents & woman feated, to whom other women appear to 



• YBifiTCHiR-KBui> Tillage of the janizaries: it is at this day called Djaour-keui,, 
village of the infidels^ fince it is no longer occnpied but by Greeks. 

offer 



%' 



OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 9? 

oflfer children in fwaddling-clothes: behind thefe is feen another woman,, 

holding a box in one hand^ and a vafe in the other. M. de Choiseul^ 

ambajQador at Cohstantinoplb, wi(biog to have thefe two pieces of marble 

carried off, applied to flie Porie, and obtained pcrmiffion for that purpofej. 

but not having been able to remove the obftacles thrown in his way by th« 

inhabitants,, he contented, himfelf. with caufing impreffions to be taken of thf 

latter*. 

» 
To the north of the village,, arc ten or twelve windmills,, which ferve as a 

land-mark to mariners:, half a league to the fouth, they alfo remark the 

tomb of Antilochus, fituated on the elevated lawn of which I have already 

fpoken. Amtilochus,. fon of the wife Nestob, peri(bed at the (iege of 

TaoY, in wi(hing to parry the blow that Memkoii was (biking at; his. tather. 

A league more to. the fouth, you find, towards the Gape of Trot, the: 

tomb of Peneleus, one of the chiefs of the Thebans*^. that of i£siCTti» 

is a league from the fea, to the eaft of the new mouth of the Scamakder*^ 

k is from the elevated top of this tomb tbat PolittlES, (on of Priam^ 

trufting to the lightnefs of his heels, came to obferve the movements of 

the Greeks, and watch the nooment when they (hould advance towaid^ 

Trot. From this tomb to the city is not quite two leagues: thence it if 

about three to the fliorei of the HfiLLsspoxT,. where the Greeks wer^ eo^ 

tamped. 

Wi(bing to afcend the Scamamdbe to its very fources, we got entangled^ 
(everal times in marlhes, whence we.had fome difficulty to extricate ourfelves; 



* NothiBg proiret that it U the tomb of Pinblivs. This opiaibo, hazirded by 
CaANDLfiii, hu been adopted by Lbcsev alier. Pbnil&vs, accordiiig to fone others^ waa 
killed by £uripelb«» grandfon of Priam, who had brooght fuccoar to Taor in the. tenth 
ytarofthefiiege, bat it appears that his death was poikerior ta thacof Achilles, for no 
aentioa as nadt of it ia ibMaa» . 
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^c vfert obliged to recede from the river, and take the road that leads to 
BouNAR-BACHi. We had a quarter of a league to the right, the little 
village of Boskeui. When we were at the extremity of the plain, we faw 
the firft fource of the Scamander iffue below the road; the E'rine'os, 
or the hill of wild fig-trees, was on the other fide: we thought, at firft fights 
that we perceived remains of an ancient piece of mafonry, which extended 
over the hill, but we foon got the better of our miftake; what we had at firft 
taken for mafonry, was nothing more than the rock itfelf, formed of a fort 
cf calcareous affemblage of flints, united by a ftony cement, reddilh, and 
very fubftantial. 

On following the road, we faw fevcral other fprings, more or lefs copious. 
Wc more particularly fought for that fpoken of by Homer, whofc waters are 
hot and fmoking in winter: it is the neareft to the village: it has prefcfrved 
a bafin formed by fome blocks of granite and marble : we plunged our hands 
into k in Flor6aI, year VI, when, returning from France with Citizens 
Ferregeau, Pampelone, and other Frenchmen, we wiftied to vifit once 
xnore this interefting country. The waters appeared to us only a little luke- 
warm; but, in winter, we had found them fuch as Homer defcribes them. 
They wtt very limpid, have fcarcely any flavour, and form no apparent 
iediment. After having .watered fome gardens, and traverfed a miry foil, 
where grow willows, elms, ruflies, and reeds, all thefe fprings unite in one 
COmoKKi bed, the breadth of which is twelve, fifteen, or twenty feet by two 
er three in depth. This is the famous Scamander of which I have alreadjr 
made mention. 

^ BoiTNAR-BACHi is fituated to the north-eaft of the luke-warm fpring, on 
t ground gently floping : the population of this vills^e does not amount to 
two hundred fouls, notwithftanding the fertility of its foil, the abundance 
4d its paftures^ and its advaatageous pofition. Wc haftened to afcend the 
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bill where. It Is to be prefumed, according to Homer, that ancient Teot 
was built : we had already reached two tombs, fituated on a ftony foil, at 
the extremity of the rifing ground, without difcovering as yet any trace of 
an ancient city: we advanced on an elevated fpot, almofl perpendicular^ 
at the foot of which meanders the Si hois. We had> before us, at a little 
diftance, the firft chains of Mount Ida i we beheld at our feet the Simois» 
flowing between calcareous hills, in a narrow fertile valley: to the north, wc 
perceived the Hellespont as far as Cape Sioeum: to' the weft, we dif* 
covered all the plain; wc followed the courfe of the two rivers; we diftiiv* 
guilhed the tombs of jEsietes and Antilochus; we were, in a word, 
on the ground of the citadel and of Priam's palace, and we ftill looking 
for the fite of Troy. After an exadt fearch, we difcovercd a few almofl: 
imperceptible fragments of potter's-ware, and fome. remains of mafonry; yet 
it muft be confefled that, but for the Iliad, one would not fufpeft that this 
is the place where exifted that famous city, which for ten years rufl:ained the 
united efforts of all the fovereigns of Greece,. 

Citizen Lechevalier thinks, that it occupies all the fpace comprifed 
between Bounar-bachi and the precipice, at the foot of which the SiMOis 
fliapes its meandring courfe : he places the citadel on the edge of this pre-^ 
cipice, and the Scean, or weft gates, at the village itfelf : he defignates the 
uncultivated hill that lies to the fouth-weft, on which are ftill feen the wild 
fig-tree and almond-tree, as well as the Erineos or hill of fig-trees, and his 
proofs are inconteft:able, if the Scamander had its fources at the foot of the 
town, if Trot were built on the SiMo'is, if, from its pofition, as much as 
from the valour of its warriors, it may have been able to refift for ten 
years a formidable army. 

Half a league to the fouth is feen a mountain covered with wood, which 
the Turks call Caba-daag: beyond this mountain ftands In ekeu i> a fmall 
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village built on a rivulets which is thoiigbt to be the Akdrius of the an- 
'CieAts: a league farther on, is feen Eski-Skvftchu^ which Citizen 
'(Lechsyalier fuppofes to be the ancient SoEFs^tii. The opinion of this 
learned man appears to us to be well founded; for, independently of there 
being no great diffisrcnce between the Turkifti word Skuptcsu and the Greek 
word SicEPsiSy Strabo fays politively 'that 4he firfl Scepsis was near the 
bigheft part of Mount Ida^ which muft make us fuppofe it more to the 
€MiBti but he adds that another town of Scepsis was afterwards built forty 
ftada from the fornaerj which agrees perfe&ly with the prefent pofition of 
Skuptcmu. 

This town was <^ country of Demetrius, the grammarian, and of 
leveral itluftrious man. It had many libraries and was famous for its excellent 
{Miftmes. ARTAKERxes, king of Persia, made, as is well known, a pise* 
Ant to TH£Mt6rocx.Ea9 of Per^cote and Scepsis, for his wardrobe, as he 
gave him Lampsacus for his wines, Magkesia on the Mcbakder for his 
bread, and MroxTE for hb meat. 

After haying crofied the Anmlws you get into a valley of the greateft 
iertility, in the middle of which the Si mo is rolls its waters. This valley 
is four or five leagues in length, by a league or a league and a half in 
breadth. The village of Baxrahxtche', almoft entirely peopled by Turks^ 
is fituated at the eaftern extremity of this beautiful plain. 

CoTYLus^ which lies three leagues beyond the village, is the mod lofty 
mountain of all thofe which are to the eaft of Troas. Its height, above 
the level of the waters of the fea, is nearly feven hundred and fevcnty-five 
^oifes. 

According 
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According to the number of the villages prefented by the map of this 
country, one of the beft iituated, the mod beautiful, and the mofl: fertile o 
the East, the reader would be inclined to believe, no doubt, that it is ex- 
tremely populous ; but if he confider that not any one of the villages con* 
tains more than three hundred inhabitants*, that the greater part of them 
have not two hundred, and that fome are not equal to the meaned <^ our 
hamlets, he will not be furprifed if I do not eftimate beyond feven or eight 
thoulknd all the inhabitants comprifed in that place : I except not even 
fiom this calculation the firfl; cafUe of Asia, which alone contains near 
one-third of that population. The inhabitants of Troas are fiu* from indu& 
triotts; they content themfelves with gathering for their wants, wheat, 
barley, cotton, and fefamum; with reanng a few flocks, and with going on 
the nei^bouring mountains to gather the galnut and the velanida ufed in 
tnde. 

The oak which fumi(hes this galnut (Plate XIV. and Plate XV.) is 
not at all known to botanifts. It is fcattered throughout all Asia MiNOBt 
iirom the Bosphorus as far as Stria ^, from the coafts of the Archi*« 
PELAOO as far as the frontiers of Persia. It bears a crooked fbm ; it 
feldom reaches the height of fix feet, and more frequently prefents itfelf 
under the form of a fhrub, than tmder that of a little tree. 

Its leaves are fmooth, of a bright green, both above and below, home on 
a petiole rather (hort: they are toothed, and each tooth is terminated 
by a point by no means (harp. They fall every year at the end of tli0 
autumn. The acorn is elongated, fmooth^ two or three times longer thiO 

* We muft thence except Brndmrntcbi^ which hu near fix hsadred. 

t Citizen La Bili, ardii r r, member of the inftitate, foirad it on Mount C^ifiu in Sjri^ 
VOL. II. o the 
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the cup; the latter is fefEle, in a flight degree downy, and furniChcd with 
fcales not very apparent *. 

The galnut fjig. a. J is hard, ligneous, and heavy: it comes at the (hoots 
of the young boughs, and acquires from four to twelve lines in diameter. It 
is generally round and covered with tuberosities, fome of which are pointed. 

This galnut is much more efteemed when it is gathered before its ma* 
turity, that is, before the ifluing of the infeft by which it is produced. 
The galls which are pierced or thofe from which the infed): has efcaped, are 
of a brighter colour : they are not fo heavy nor fo proper as the others for 
dyeing. 

The Orientals take care to gather the galls at the precife time that expe- 
rience has proved to be the moft favourable to them : it is that in which 
this ezcrefcence has acquired its full fize and its full weight. Were they to 
delay gathering it, the larva which lives in the infide would there undergo 
its metamorphofis, wouM pierce it, and appear under the form of a little 
winged infed. The gall-nut thenceforth no longer deriving from the tree 
the juices necefiary for the growth of the infed, would dry up, and loie 
part of the qualities which render it fit for dyeing. 

The agas take care that, towards the middle of Meffidor, the cultivators 
Tifit the hills and mountains that are covered with oaks. It is their interefl 
tfcat the galls fliould be of a good quality, becaufe they levy a duty on them. 
The firft galls picked up are laid apart: they are known in the East under 
the name of j/er/i, and diftinguiflied in trade by the terms of black galls 

• QuBRCus infcftoria /obis ovato-oilo/tgu; JtHMto-thUatiSi gkbirrimis, decidiusi fru&ihta 
^fiUhu, hngiffimis* 

and 
3 
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4nd green galls. Thofe which have efcaped the firft fearches, and which 
are gathered a little later, called white galls^ are of a very inferior quality. 

The galls of the environs of Mossoul and of Toe at, and in general 
thofe which come from the eaftern part of Turkey, are lefs efteemcd 
than thofe of the environs of Aleppo, Smyrna, Magnesia, Kara- 
HissAR, DiARBEKiR, and of all the interior of Natoha. The former 
are fold at Smyrna and at Aleppo, two or three piaftres lefs per quintal 
than the others. 

The inhabitants almoft every where negleft to pick up the acorns ; they 
ferve as food for the wild boars and goats : the latter contribute greatly 
to render the oak fmall and ftunted, by devouring, with its fruit, a part of 
its foliage and of its young boughs. 

The diplolepis which produces thefe galls {fig. c. c.) has a body of a 
hvfti colour, with the antennae dark, and the upper part of the abdomen 
of a (hining brown. It is fometimes found under its latter form in the infide 
of the galls which are not yet pierced*. 

On the fame oak are feen a grc^ number of other galls which the inhabi- 
tants negleft to gather, becaufe they are not fit for dyeing. That which 
we have drawn is remarkable from its fize. It is fpongy, veiy light, of a 
brown red, covered with a refinous coat, and furnilhed with a circular row of 
tubercles placed nearly towards the moft inflated part. It differs, as is 
feen, from that of the tanjin oak, and the infeft which produces it differs 
from it alfo. This is a diplolepis whofc body is of a brown and fiiwn colour 
mixed. The antennae and the feet are blackifli-f. 

* Diflolefis galU unQorite. Encyclop. infefi. Tol. vi. page 281. 

t DiPLOLB«js gallae rcGnofaej hnumio tiflaeeopu varitu, wtttnms piMu/fui fm/dt. 
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The modern Greeks oame velani*^ and botanifts quercus JSgilops^^ Am 
oak which furniOies the velanidaX- It grows on the weftern coaft of Njb« 
TOLiA) in the iflands of the Archipelago^ in thofe of Corfu and of 
CephalomxAj and throughout all Greece. It does not rife to the height 
of our Turkey oak, its wood is not fo efteemed, and is fcarcely employed 
but in cabinet-work. Its leaves are of a bright green ; they are a little 
tomentofe on their under fide ; their form is an oblong oval with (haip 
teeth on their edges, terminated in a fetaceous point. The acorn is hi^ 
fhortr, and a little hollow at its top. The cup is fefliki very broad^ and 
clofely befet with long oblong fcales (^Plate XIII.) 

It is this cup which the Orientals, the Italians, and the Englilh emploj 
as well as the gall-nut, in dyeing. The French merchants have them fent 
fbmetimes to Marseilles^ only for the purpofe of forwarding them to 
Genoa and Leohork^ Our dyers have hitherto neglefted to make ufe 
of this fubftance^ 

Troas affords few vines, though the nfing grounds and hills are very fit 
for that culture; but the inhabitants are not there accuftomed to make 
wine« The grapes are employed in making a confeftion^ called petmis in 

* From /ShAmk^ acont^ 



f ^^wmtf mrwuaUs tmftmui f^t gtmuk nconMta ht ttifmtM ttiffm a JjaamJUu TavftM tf ro»r« 
coroll. 40. y^jMigi M Uwmt, vd. L page 534. 

PococKB^t Travels^ vol. ii. tab. 86. 

CMtf 2k ir$fis imfubs. Laua%%, Bncydop. Botaniqiie, ?oL i. page 719.— u6r;» The great 
prickly-capped oak tree. 

t " Native of tke Lbvaiit« whence the acorns are annually brought to £uaopB for 
•* dyeing ; they are called wfmu, and the tree wlamJa, by the Greeks. '* Thus fays Mart yh 
(in his new edition of Millbr's Gardener's and Botanift*s Didionary, article fuercus) ; but, 
highly as we refped his authority, we prefer following our Author, whofe information muft, 
nnquefiionably» have been derived firosi the natives thcmfelTcs^— rr^ps^^r. 
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Turkifti, of which the Orientals make a very great confumption during the 
whole year : they put it into ragouts ; they employ it, in lieu of fugar and 
honey, in mofl of their choice dilhes ; in (hort they make of it, with fefamum 
reduced to pafle, a fort of nogat, or almond-like cake^ which would not be 
deipifed in Europe. I faw a great deal of it at Constantinople, at 
the Dardaneli.es, and in aioft of the towns of Turkey. The procefi 
confifls in mixing thofe two fubftances in boilers expofed to a moderate fire, 
and in llirring it about without interruption, with a large wooden fpatula, 
till the mixture be fufficiently thickened. It is poured on large ilabs of 
marble or (heets of copper, and by its cooling, are obtained cakes whidi are 
made an inch and a half in thicknefs. This nogat is fold retail, at five or 
fix fous a pound. 

During the winter, there are on the marfiies and the rivers of Troas, a 
prodigious number of ducks, herons, fnipes, plovers, and other aquatic birds* 
We there faw a great many wild fwans, fcoters, and water-hens. Gulls and 
fea-fwallows keep more commonly in the channel. In Flor^al, we made a 
tolerably good colled ion of plants and infeds : we were furprifed at the 
quantity cf fn:;kes that we met with. As the grafs was high and tufted^ 
we walked with fome precaution, fearing that thefe reptiles might be veno- 
mous. It was probr;*.iy the fcafo': of their loves, for they were almoft al- 
ways two by two. Notwithllanding their fize, their hiffing, and their 
fparkling eyes, they were not of the race of thofe of which foble remindis usr 
Thefe fled at our approach, and appeared by no means difpofed to dart at 
us, and make us undergo the fate of Laocoon and his fons. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

jln account of Alexandria-Troas and its environs. — Arrival at Tenedos.-— 
Defcription of that ifland. — Its productions. — Manners of its inhabitants. 

If tirc city of Troy no longer affords traces of its exiftence ; if the palace 
of Priam, the citadel, the temples, and the walls of the city have been 
deftroyed to its very foundations ; if the ruins of a confiderable city have 
been able to difappear totally, that which, feveral ages after, was intended 
to fupply its place, although deftroyed itfelf, ftill prefents at this day the 
marks of its ancient fplendour. An opinion may be formed of its extent 
from its walls, and of its magnificence from the remains of its monuments : 
the prodigious quantity of fragments of pillars, capitals, and cornices, that 
are feen fcattered about, atteft the luxury and riches of its inhabitants. 

Six leagues to the fouth of Cape Sigeum, are found the ruins of the 
city which Alexander ordered to be eretlcd in memory of that of Troy, 
which had long ceafed to exift. Antigonus, one of his lieutenants, to 
whofe lot Asia Minor fell after his death, laid the foundations of it, at 
the fame time that he rebuilt Smyrna, and brought back thither the inha- 
bitants difperfed by the Lydians. Antigonus gave his name to the city 
which he founded; but Lysimaciius, who poffefled it afterwards, reftored 
to it the name of the conqueror who had firfl drawn the plan of it. He 
cmbellilhed it, and gave it greater extent. Having pafled under the 
domination of thePvOmans, it became, under Augustus, one of the hand- 
fomeft cities of the East. Under Adrian, Herodes Attic us,'governor 

of 
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of the free towns of Asia, conftruded a fuperb aqueduft, a few traces of 
which are ftill to be feen. It is probable that it was a part of the waters of 
the ScAMANDER which he had brought thither; for no others exift in the 
environs, which are fufficiently abundant to fupply the wants of a great city* 

1 (hall not undertake to defcribe the remains of the monuments that 
Alexandria-Troas prefents at the prefent day: on this fubjed, the 
reader may confult the travellers who have preceded me, fuch as PococKE, 
Wii££L£R, Chakdl£R> Lechevalier, and Others. 

The wails of the city, thofe of the houfes, of the temples, and of the 
other monuments, were built of a rather hard fhelly ftone* The marble of 
Paros and that of Marmora are there pretty common, as well as various 
forts of granite. Near the harbour are ftill to be feen two large marble 
pillars which the Turks wifhed to fhip there: they are the remains of 
thofe which the fultans have fucceffively carried off in order to conftrudt 
the greater part of the mofques of Constantinople s one of them was 
broken in the conveyance. 

To the fouth of the city is a fmall rivulet of little importance, and to the 
fouth-eaft, near this rivulet, two fprings of warm mineral waters, of which 
the Turks and the Greeks make ufe without knowing their nature and almoft 
always without fuccefs. They are feen to come in crowds, in the fpring, 
from Tenedos and from Troas, in ordtr to be purged and to bathe, the 
one with a view of preventing future complaints j the other, in order to 
aire fome ferious diforder, or to obtain only fome relief in their infirmities^ 
Thefe waters are more particularly recommended for diforders of the ikin> 
the leprofy, and fyphilis,. 

, ■; . ■■■ '-» 
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The harbour has very little extent; it is almoft choked up; and its en- 
trance is obftrufted by the fands which the ftream of the waters of the Hel- 
lespont and the movement of the waves of the fea infenfibly bring on the 
coaft of Troas. This harbour would not at this day fuffice for the maritime 
commerce of a town at all confiderable, fituated in fuch a manner as to 
fcrve as a ftaple for the neighbouring countries ; but at a time when this 
commerce was limited, when merchant-veffels were fcarcely as capacious as 
our large boats, when they were inceffantly in adtivity in a climate where 
navigation is never fufpended nor relaxed, it may be conceived that a fmall 
number ot veffels might fuffice for the exportation of the furplus of a country- 
Jtown, and bring back from the neighbouring countries all the commodities 
that the wants or the luxury of its inhabitants demanded. 

This harbour formed a fort of femi-circular bafin, feparated from the fea 
by a jetty : it is (heltered from the north and north-weft winds by Cape 
TouZELiK and by a range of rocks fituated befide its entrance. 

Hiftory makes no mention of the epoch in which this city was deftroyed : 
it already no longer exifted when the Turks came to eftablifli themfelves 
in this country; for, according to Leunclavius, before Soliman, fon of 
Orkhak^ went into.thc Cherfonefus of Thrace and came to befiege Gal- 
xiPOLi, he walked for a long time over the lite of Troy, contemplating 
with admiration the walls partly crumbled away of that great city, the 
fulns of its immenfe edifices, and that prodigious quantity of marbles and 
granites which were there heaped up. 

The environs of Alexandria-Troas prefent a fertile foil, forming a 
^^lain, on which the velani oak grows in abundance, and without culture. 

Thia 
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This plain is^ feparated f^om that of Trov by a few hills itxari or le(s eie- 
vated. A mountaio wbicli makes a continuation of tliofe of Ida, prefents 
Ufelf two or three leagues to the eafl:, and extends towards the fouth: thence 
to Cape jBjBif, the ground appears uneven^ more or lefs fertile, towards 
the lea; mountainous and wooded up the country. But before ^ we dircft 
our route to the fouth, let us cro(s to Tf.nedos, and caftan eye on wh:;t 
it affords moft curious and jsnoft interefting. 

On the i6th of Pluviofe (4th of February) we left Alexander's Tuoy 
11 a ticklifh caique which we had feat for from the firft caflle of Asia ; 
and as the weather was very fine and the temperatunr of the air very mild, 
we were extremely glad to follcMv the coaft as far as Kovm-^ourno or Sandy 
Cape, and to land from time to time. We found nothing remarkable 
throughout all this fpace : we looked in vain for fome veftiges of aiicient 
cities, fome traces of LARissAf which gcc^raphers place towards that cape : 
nothing offered itfelf to our eyes. The coafl is low and iandy; the plain ia 
fertile, almoft uncultivated, and crofled by a rivulet called SvDLV-sou^ 
fwelled fometimes in winter by the rainwaters: this rivulet grows wider at 
its mouth, and there forms a few mar(hes. I am ignorant of the -name 
that it bore in antiquity. We fet out in the afternoon from the pitch of the 
cape, and, by rowing, we arrived early at the harbour of Tekxdos. 

The diftance from that ifland to the neareCt coaft b no more than a league 
and a half* : it is reckoned about five from the town to the entrance of 
the Hellespont. The harbour is fmall, and can receive only merchant- 
veffels : it is formed by a jetty even with the water's edge, and a tongue 
of land on which is conftrufled the dtadel that defends the entrance, and 

• Strabo fcrcs the diflance from Tinedoa, to the neareft coaft, at eleven ftada, or one 
liioufand three hundred and fevcoty-five paces. We think it yearly three thaufcnd loifc?. 
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can at moft lecurc it againft being furprifed by a privateer. The town is 
built in the form of a femi circle, in a valley, and on the declivity of two 
hills : its population is from five to fix thoufand fouls, to judge of it from 
ks extent, and from the number of perfons who pay the karatch. 

i -At Tenedos are reckoned as many Turks as Greeks, almoft all occupied 
in the culture of the lands: few among them are mariners. The greater 
part of the former are attached to the duty of the citadel. 

There is a waiwode or governor, an aga commandant of the citadel^ 
under the orders of the waiwode, and a cadi or judge. The janizaries of 
the town, to the number of two or three hundred, are obliged to defenc^ 
the place- iacafeof attack, and to perform a daily duty, from which they 
kave long fince exempted tbemfelves. in the citadel are dill feen a few 
Venetian guns without carriages, which feem to be there only for the purpofe 
ib{ recalling to mind that this ifland belonged to that trading, nation before 
the arrival of the Turks in theie countries. 

Thi& ifland,. feant41y peopled: and ill defended, paflbd betimes under the 
Ottoman domination. During the minority of Mahomet IV. the Venetians 
retook it after the complete defeat o£ the Turki;(h fleet in the fl;rait by Adr 
miral Mocemigo, in 1656; but, the following year, the admiral having been 
killed in a fecond engagements tiie Venetian flfeet retired, and this ifland 
ag^n fell into the power of the Turks^. who. have, preferred it. without 
mtenuption ttU the prefent day* 

The town is commanded by a. gyramidal mountain of. fmalK elevation^ 
which appears to have been formed by the aftion of a volcano, the traces 
ql which are difcoverablc onfall, the ground, that extends thence to the fea 
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in the north part. In the environs is found a granite remarkable from pi^es 
more or lefs large of felfpar crydallized. 

On going out of the town and direding your route towards the weft^ 
you leave this mountain to the right, and enter into a fandy plain far from 
fertile^ and almoft entirely covered with vines. The hills, in general, are 
naked, dry, and little fu(ceptible of culture. Thofe which are difcovered 
to the fouth of the town are calcareous ; the rock is more or lefs chalky 
and loaded with fea (bells. We remarked few fruit-trees: neither are the 
Aleppo pine and the veloHi oak here in greater plenty. We killed a 
few rabbits on the hills ; but this kind of game is fqarce ; th^ red partridge 
and the hare are met with more frequently. As for the woodcock and 
the quail, they prefer, a^ we were informed, refting themfelves, during their 
paflage, on Troas or in the other iilands of the Archipelago. 

Tenedos produces little com, little fruit, and little herbage; very little 
cotton and fefamum are there gathered. The vine is the only article of 
wealth of this country, and its culture the principal occupation of the 
inhabitants: it delights in the light, fandy, and deep lands of the plain; 
it thrives extremely well too towards the foot of the hills, and in all the 
places fufceptible of culture. The vines are planted at an equal didance 
from each other, and more or lefs fpace is left between them, according 
to the goodnefs of the foil. Two dreflfings are regularly given, the one in 
winter, the other in fpring : the vine is trimmed before the end of the 
winter, as in our fouthern departments, and the vintage begins in the firft 
days of Fru6tidor : but at that period the grape is already Co ripe, fo fweet, 
and fo ikccharine, that fermentation would take place tooilowly, were not a 
certain quantity of water added. The inhabitants are accuflomed to put io 
a fourth part at the moment when the grape is received into the vat. . With 
iiM method, vicious as it is, they obtain a (pirituous wine of a tolerably 
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good quality. We drank feme at the houfes of a few rich private pcrfons^ 
which we (hould have taken for excellent Bourdeavx wine, if we had not 
been apprifed : true it is that it was made with more care than that intended 
for trade, and that it had received but a fixth part of water : befides, it 
was old and kept in bottle/ We alfo drank» at a Greek bilhop's, fome 
excellent mufcadel wine red and white, which was by no means inferior ta 
the befl Frontignac. No water is put to the latter : the grape is ftoned ;, 
it is prefTed, and fqiieezed as expeditioufly as poifible, and it is left to 
ferment wi(hout the lees for fome time. About the middle of the winter, 
it is put into caiks or jars : it is then poured off a fecond time^ and kept 
in earthen pots, varni(hed, which are carefully corked. 

The manner of making mufcadel wine inclines us to thinU that it is^ 
rather with a view of obtaining a greater quantity of wine, than with that 
of haftening and promoting fermentation, that water is added to the ex* 
prefled juice of the grape. Avidity induces the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants ta exceed the proportions; they fomet'mfies add too great a quantity 
of water > which caufes their wine to turn foui^ before they have found an 
opportunity of felling it. 

This liquor pays to the imperial treafury at the rate of two parats the 
oke, which duty is levied on the vender. The fsumer of this tax proceeds^, 
immediately after the vintage, to the houfes and ftore-houfes of private 
perfons, in order to make an eftimate of. the wine that they have, and fix 
the quantity which they are to drink, and which they may fell. He caufes 
himfelf to be paid in proportion to the fkle, according to the eftimate 
that has been made, and fometimes he takes the liberty of requiring it in 
advance, being almoft always certain in this matter of being fupported by 
m waiwode and 4 c«di as unjuft as himfelC 
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There arc annually exported firom Tenkdos upwards of fix hundred 
thou fond okes of wine, which produce to the farmer more than 30,000 
piadres. This wine paflbs to CoKstANTiNOPLE, to Smyrna, and inta 
Russia. It is preferred to the wine of Rodosto and to that of the liland 
of THASSOSy fituated near the continent, to the north-weft of Tenedos. 
There is alfo exported a fmall quantity of brandy, which pays four parats 
per. oke duty. 

Although the Turks poflefs vineyards, yet* they do not allow thcmfelves 
to make wine: they are equally prohibited from it. by the law of the State 
and the religion of the Prophet. They, fell their grapes to Greek traden^ 
after having taken out what they wi(h to keep foF. their winter^ock, and 
put apart* what they intend to make into confe&ion* 

The climate of Temedos is ftiU mor« temperate than that of the.DAR-^ 
DANELLEs: the cold, is never fliarply felt there; it feldom freezes, and 
the fummer heats are tempered by the north north-eaft wind, which blows 
regularly during the day. The houfes have terraces or flat roofs inftead of 
ridged ones;, and although the greater part of them. are conftruded with 
mafonry, there is not to be remarked in them the elegance and folidity of 
thofe of. Scio and of the iilands at all confiderabk of the Archipelago,, 
which have belonged to the Genoeie and the Venetians. 

At Tenedos^. the Greeks have not that gaiety which they are feen to 
poflefs in the other iilands: filent and melancholy in the ftreets, they 
fcarcely dare take a little recreation in their own houfes: they avoid noiff 
pleafuies which would infallibly draw, on them the attention of the Turks, 
and awaken all their cupidity; but when they can without danger, they 
give themfelves up to a fort of extravagant joy and delirium. The coaft of' 
3 Troy 
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Troy is frequently the theatre of their orgies or the field of their plcafurcb: 
thither they repair on the occafion of a wedding or of a feftival, and 
there, under the plane-tree or the oak, they pafs the whole day in dancing, 
finging, eating, and drinking. 

The Greek, under whofe roof we lodged, thought, in his capacity of 
agent of the Republic, that he might, before our departure, give at his 
houfe an entertainment, to which he invited the principal inhabitants of the 
town, A great number of women of all ages alfo came thither. Wine was 
not fpared: the muficians were numerous: the dancing, at firft grave, flow, 
and in meafure, was afterwards fo quick, and fo tumultuous among the men, 
that the floor partly gave way; but as no one was hurt, it continued not 
the lefs, on that account, in another room, and was prolonged to a late hour 
of the night. Bacchanalian fongs fucceeded amorous ditties, and (inging gave 
place to bawling when the party had emptied a great number of flaflLS. 

However, the women though gay, departed not from their ufual referve: 
there reigned among them the greated decorum : their dancing was always 
grave; their fongs continued to be foft and agreeable: they mixed not with 
the men, and neither participated in their ebriety nor in their delirium. 
Almofl all the young ones were handfome : fome among them ftruck us by 
their beauty; they might well be compared, from their features and their 
fliape, to the mod beautiful models that antiquity has tranfmitted to us. 

We fliould have been glad to direft our (leps to the Iflands of Lemxos, 
Imbros, and Samothracb^ we could have wilhed to examine, in the firft, 
the traces of the volcano of which hiftory and fable feem to make mention, 
to fee its vaft harbours, and the produAions of its fertile territory. The 
other two, which we had perceived for a long time pad, excited our curiofity 

from 
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from their elevation, from the woods by which they are covered, and from 
what was related to us of the Greek tribes by which they are inhabited. 
But finding no veflel in the harbour of Tenedos for thofe iilands^ and 
not caring, in the middle of winter, to truft ourfelves in a caique, we 
determined to take advantage of a large decked boat that was fettbg fail for 
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CHAPTER V. 

Arrival at Lcfbos. — Defcription of that ijland, — Its population and Us 

commerce. 

\Ve failed from Tenedos on the 24th of Pluviofe (i2lh of Februar)') 
at eight o'clock in the morning, with a light breeze from the north. We 
ranged along the coaft of Asia, and found ourfelves at noon off Cape 
Baba, formerly the promontory Lfxtos. Our (kipper would have allowed 
us to land at the town (ituated to the eaft of the cape, had he not been 
afraid of not arriving before night at Port Petra. He confentcd, however, 
to follow for fome time longer the coaft which we wilhed to examine. 

The town, fituated by the fea-fide, on a floping ground, has a fmall 
harbour for boats: (hips and veflels thwarted by the north wind, fometimes 
anchor two or three cables' length from the harbour till the wind changes. 
On that day were lying here two veffels, the one a Venetian, the other a 
Ragufan, which, under (helter of the cape, had been waiting for upwards 
of a fortnight, the return of the fouthcrly wind in order to enter the Helle- 
spont, and proceed to Constantinople. 

Baba appeared to us a very fmall town: it is very famous in Turkey, 
for the knife and fword blades which are there manufaftured for the ufe 
of the Orientals. We were told that it was peopled by as many Turks as 
Greeks; its foil is tolerably good, and furniflies the fame produftions as 
that of Troas. 
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The coafl, from the cape to the place where we quitted it, for a fpace 
of two or three leagues, appeared to us volcanic: it is lofty, deep, and 
reddifli. The interior of the country is mountainous and wooded. On re- 
ceding from the coaft, we perceived cultivated fpots and flocks, Which ftill 
announce fome inhabitants on the ruins of Assos, or in the environs of that 
town. 

As the fun was going down, we haftened to arrive at Port PetrA, iif 
which we call anchor before dark. This harbour, or to fpeak more correAly, 
this road, is lituated to the north of Lesbos. It is open to the north- 
weft; which raifed a fwell on the water: (hips, however, anchor there in 
fafety with all winds, becaufe the waves are ftopped by fome rocks that 
lie at the entrance, and becaufe the coaft of Asia, the diftance of which 
is only two or three leagues, does not admit of the fea being very rough in 
this channel with winds from the north and north-weft. 

There were on board two janizaries to whom we had been recommended 
by a rich Turk belonging to Tenedos. Impatient to arrive at Mitylene;, 
and apprehenfive of being delayed if they continued their route by fea, 
they landed at Petra^ in the intention of croffing the ifland. I imme-* 
diately feized this opportunity and propofed to accompany them. I took 
with meafervant: Citizen Bruguiere remained on board with another, 
in order to have an eye to our baggage, which we could not intriift to 
Greek fervants whofe probity appeared to us fufpicious, nor to mariners of 
that nation with whom we were not acquainted. 

The village of Pxtra^ thus named on account of a large infulated rock 
of granite which lies in the middle, is fituated in a plain towards the fea- 
fliore : here are but two or three hundred inhabitants Turks and Greeks, 
almoft all cultivators. It is furrounded by volcanic mountains, and it has 
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a fmall plain which joins to that of AIouvo. The Greek women of this 
village wear a head-drefs extremely high, fimilar in feme degree to a mitre. 

As we found no horfes at Petra, the janizaries propofed to me to go 
and fleep at Molivo, diftant nearly a league. This village is to the eaft of 
Petra, on a rifmg ground at no great diftance from the fea: it is buik on 
rocks of bafaltes, precifely in the fpot formerly occupied by Methymxa. 
It is commanded by a caftle almoft in ruins, conftruded by the Genoefe : 
here are ftill to be feen fcattered about a few difmounted or broken cannons. 

The population of Monvo may be eftimated at two or three thoufand 
inhabitants, as well Turks as Greeks. Its territory is formed of a plain by no 
means extenfivc, very fertile, and furrounded by volcanic mountains. Its 
produftions confift principally in oil, corn, and barley. It furnilhes a little 
wine and various fruits. Cotton and feveral kitchen-garden plants are here 
likewife gathered. 

Molivo pofiefles, as formerly, diftinguifhcd muficians. In order to 
difpel the ennui of the janizaries, while we were waiting for fuppcr, there 
was brought to us a young Greek named Petraki TanchoSj who was juftly 
reckoned the moil able finger and the greatefl; mufician of Lesbos. This 
young man, whom a careful education would have rendered ilill more efti- 
mable, poflefled a comely perfon, an agreeable voice, a quick underftandin^ 
and a fprightly difpofition. He ha^ fev^ times exercifed hia t^ents as a 
poet and mufician at the capital of the ifland, and was to repair in a few^ 
days to Smyrna, whence a virtuofoj whofe pupil and relation he was, had 
juft fent for him. I fancied I beheld in him a defcendant of Arion, that 
famous lyric poet to whom Methymna had given birth within its walls, 
or of that Therpander who improved the lyre, and fuccee<Jed in quelling 
a fedition by the melody of his finging. 

3 We 
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Wc lodged at the houfe of a Muffulman who, for a flight retribution, 
was in the habit of (hewing hofpitality to thofe of his religion whom chance 
or bufinefs brought to Molivo. He prefented us for our fupper a pilau 
and fome olives : a bad fopha ferved as a bed for us all : my clothes I put 
over me in lieu of a coverlid, becaufe that which was offered me, appeared 
to me too much worn and too dirty. 

Our boat fet fail the next day, at the fame time that our landlord brought 
us muks, which had a tolerably good appearance, and with which we had 
reafon to be fatisfied. Notwithftanding the interefl and the efforts of my 
two fellow-travellers, I was not able to procure a faddie. I was under the 
neceffity of contenting myfelf with a fort of pack-faddle, on which a carpet 
was fpread. True it is that the people of the country travel in no other 
manner: there are none but the agas who have faddles, which they take good 
care not to lend, efpecially to infidels. We returned and paffed through 
Petra ; we croffed feveral mountains entirely volcanic, and, after a forced 
march of fix hours, arrived at a little village fituated in the plain which lies 
at the head of Port Caloni. This plain is two leagues in extent: its prin- 
cipal culture confifts in corn, cotton, and olive-trees: figs, mufk and water 
melons, pumpkins, and various legumes, are alfo here gathered. Here are 
fecn feveral vill^^s ; but population is not in proportion to the fertility 
^nd the extent of the foil fit to be put into a date of culture. The air is 
fo unwholefome in this quarter, that, in certain years, a great number of 
people die. I was affured that here were villages where none but lepers 
were to be found , in others, the face of all the inhabitants fufliciently indi- 
cates that they are expofed to intermittent fevers, and remittent putrid 
ones, and to all the dlforders which originate in the environs of marflies. 
There arc no other than poor Greek cultivators in all thefe unhealthful 
villages : the Turks, proprietors of lands, prefer a refidence at Mitylene, 
MoLivOy and the other places the bed fituated in the ifland. 

I 2 Port 
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Port Caloni lies in the middle of the fouthern part of Lesbos : it is very 
cxtcnfive, very fafe, yet little frequented. There are none but veflels 
thwarted by the wind, or buffeted by a ftorm, which go and anchor there : 
not one enters it to take in a cargo, or unload that which (he has on board. 

Our dinner was foon over: we had not alighted from our mules an 
hour when we remounted them. We proceeded for three hours acrofe other 
volcanic mountains9 after which we arrived in another plain (ituated at the 
head of Port Yero or Port Olivier^ thus named on account of the great 
number of olive-trees which are planted in the plain and on the declivity of 
the mountains and hills that furround it. In the eaftern part of the harbour, 
there are a few calcareous hills which have not been attacked by the fire of 
volcanoes. Here is found, near the fea, a fpring of hot mineral water, 
rather copious, on which the inhabitants of Mitylene fet a very high 
value. 

Thefe waters arc reckoned aperitive in the country. People go and drink 
them, and bathe in them, in the intention of promoting urme, and procuring 
themfelves fome relief in moft chronic difeafes. I was told that they operate 
as a flight purgative when they are taken in a fomewhat large quantity. 
I think them nitrous, to judge of them from their virtue and the little 
flavour that they poflefs. Hussein, captain-pacha, has juft built here a 
baiin capable of containing ten or twelve perfons : he has at the lame time 
repaired the building which is occupied by the Turk chaiged to receive all 
thofe who wifli to make ufc of tliefe waters. 

Port Olivier, very well drawn by M. de Choiseul*, is one of the 
fafeft and moft fpacious harbours of the Archipelago : it is at the eaftern 



? Ffj^Pittm/fmA k Grkt, pi 43. 

and 



OTTOMAN EMPIRE, 6t 

and fouthern extremity of the ifland : it is faid to abound with fifties and 
conchy lia : among others are found very good oyftcrs, which are carried to 
,Scio and Smyrka, It is frequented, during the whole year, by boats and 
veflcls that come thither to load with the oil which is made in the environs. 

From the mineral waters to Mitylene, it is nearly two leagues. We 
crofled a volcanic mountain, and reached the towa by a very deep road; 
But, before we arrived there, we had from the top of this mountain a prof^ 
pe6t which we could not tire in admiring: Mitylene and its territory 
prefented themfelves to us ', we faw diflindtly its two harbours, as well as the 
boats, the gallies, and the (hips which were there at anchor ; we meafured ' 
the extent of the channel that feparates Lesbos from the continent ; we 
perceived the numerous iflands which lie along the coaft of Asia : farther 
on, the main land, its high mountains covered with wood, its vallies ex* 
tremely fertile, well watered, and cultivated : all this affemblage prefented a 
pidure whofe beauty was heightened by the rays of the fetting fun, which 
were efcaping behind us through a /ky partly covered with clouds. 

Being fevoured by the wind, our boat had arrived at an early hour, and 
anchored in the fouth harbour* Citizen Bruguie re had caufed our baggago 
to be landed, and taken a lodging in a convent of Greek monks. 

The two harbours of Mitylene are feparated by a tongue of land, onr 
which was conftrudted by the Genoefe a citadel that the Turk^ have pre* 
ferved. The upper or north harbour is fccured from the north-eaft wind by 
a jetty, the origin of which is carried back to ancient Greece. The fouth- 
harbour is open ^d faces the fouth- caft : it is a little lefs extenfivc and left 
deep than the other : there are none but the boats of the country that can 
anchor in it, while the north harbour can admit fmtU merchant-velTels. 
Men of war, and European fliips which commerce attrafts to Mitylene,. 

anchor 
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anchor in fummcr off the fouth harbour ; but they fcarccly expole them- 
fclves there in winter, becaufe there happen fometimes, in that feafon, very 
impetuous gales from the north-eaft, which might occafion their deftrudion, 
or oblige them to cut their cables and get under fall with all expedition. 

There was formerly a canal of communication, between thefe two harbours, 
which feparated the tongue of land that I have juil mentioned^ and formed 
of it an ifland, on which was built part of the town. Time has choked 
up the canal, but it has not been able to deftroy the jetty which ran from 
the little ifland, and (heltered the north harbour from the worft weather. 

MiTTLEKE, fometimes called at this day Castro or Metelix, contains 
two or three thoufand Greeks, three or f6ur thoufand Turks, and thirty or 
forty Jewifh families. The citadel is fpacious, provided with cannon in tole- 
rably good condition, and defended by five or fix hundred janizaries, aimed 
all married and fettled. Within it are two mofques and a great number of 
houfes occupied by this militia. The modern town extends in a femi-cirele 
along the north harbour, on a part of the ground occupied by the ancient 
city. The truncated pieces of pillars employed in the edifices, the remains 
of capitals, the fragments of marble and granite that are feen every where, 
atteft its importance and befpeak the rank which it formerly held. Some 
remains of infcriptions which travellers have tranfmitted to us are (till vifible. 
In the court of the Greek convent where we flept, is a chair of white marble, 
on which may be read : 

nOTAMXlNOS 

AE2BONAKTOL 

nPOEAPIA 

Seat of PoTAMONy Son of LSsbonaj. 

This 
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This PoTAMON, bom at Mitylene, was a diftingullhcd rhetorician, 
who lived at Rome under the Emperor Tiberus. Wifhing to return to 
his country, and there cftablifti a chair of eloquence, he obtained from 
TiBEBUs letters, in which it was cxprefsly mentioned that whoever (hould 
dare to infuit Potamon, would infult in his perfon the emperor himfelf ♦. 

Lesbos groaned a long time under particular tyrants, and enjoyed only 
by intervals the charms of liberty. This ifland fucccffively paffed under 
the domination of the Perfians, and under that of the Greeks and Ro- 
mans. The crufaders eftabliflied themfelves here for a moment, and the 
Genoefe were mailers of it when the empire of the East fell into the 
hands of the Turks. 

While the Greeks were tearing each other to pieces for religious opinions,, 
as abfurd as incomprehenfible, while ambitious men were agitating the ca- 
pital and the provinces in order to arrive more expeditiouily at the throne, 
the Turks, on the one hand, were making themfelves mafters of the fineft 
provinces of Asia and threatening Constantinople; two nations of 
navigators, on the other, were eftablilhing themfelves by degrees in the 
iilands of the Archipelago, in mod of the maritime towns of the Black: 
Sea, on the Bosphorus, and even in Qa^ata, one of the fuburbs of the 
capital. The feas of the Levan:'i; were covered with their veflels, and the 
produftions of the Eait no longer paffed through any bands but theirs. 

Lesbos was under the domination of the Genoefe, when Mahomet IL 
ten years after the capture of Constantinople, equipped a confiderable 
fleet in order to make himfelf mafler of it. Mitylene, M-ethymna,. and: 
moft of the places of this iiland had. been well fortified : the knights of 

• Hesychivs, 4V wi/ darts. 
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Rhodes had had time to fend fome (uccour to the former, and the inhabi- 
tants, who knew the cruelties which the Turks had committed at the 
capture of Constantinople, were well dKpofed to defend their lives. 
The Ottoman forces, although very confiderable, would undoubtedly have 
mifcarried againfl thoufands of heroes, had the prince, named Gattilusw^ 
had the courage of his foldiers, and had he not given his confidence to Lucco 
Gattilusio hiscoufin, an ambitious and imprudent man, who thought, by 
the promife which was made to him of it in writing, to obtain the fove* 
reignty of the ifland by delivering it 4ip •to Mahomet^ 

L.UCCO, after having Tiimfelf opened to tlie enemy one of the gates of the 
town, perfuaded his weak coufin to fign a fliameful capitulation, under the 
chimerical hope of being indemnified for the facrifice which he was making. 
But as a reward for the treachery of the one, and for the weaknefs of the 
other, Mahomet caufed them to be cruelly put to death a fliort time 
after: a terrible Icflbn, which traitors and cowards Ihould have inceflantly 
before their eyes, and by which they fhould profit for their own advantage. 

Lesbos gave birth to a few great men, among whom are to be remarked 
more particularly Algous, a lyric poet, who declaimed fo long againft ty- 
ranny: Sappho, that poetefs, whom antiquity has placed among the Mufcs, 
and who was impelled by an unfortunate paffion to precipitate herfelf from 
the promontory Leucatesj Theophrastus, a difciple of Plato and 
Aristotle, whofe eloquence was fo perfuafive, and whofe philofophy was 
fo amiable; laftly Pittacus, whom Greece ranks among her (ages, fur- 
m(hc% an example very rare, and which cannot be too much quoted, of a 
mut more jealous of glory than power, more occupied with the happinefe 
<A hU fellow-citizens than with his own ; of a man, in fliort, who conceived 
aad executed the projedt of ufurping power, in order to reftore liberty to his 
country. 5 

I might 
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I might quote, in more modern times, the two Barbarossas, brothers, 
fons of a potter, who, from fimple failors, became famous pirates, and 
were afterwards, in fucceffion, fovereigns of Algiers. The younger, ap- 
pointed High Admiral by Soli man I. is more known than his brother in the 
biftory of the Ottoman Empire. 

Although the iiland is expofed in winter to fudden gales of wind from 
the [north-^aft and tlie eafl, which come from the mountains of Asia, as 
well as to the north wind which reigns over the whole Archipelago, 
the climate there is, neverthelefs, tolerably fine, and the temperature of 
the air fomcwhat mild. It feldom freezes in that feafon; but, in fummer, 
the beat is rather powerful on the fouth coaft, and the air is, in general, 
more unwholefome tiicie than .in the other parts of the ifland. 

At Lesbos are reckoned eight thoufand Greeks paying the karatch, 
from the age of feven to their death, which may induce us to eftimate their 
population at near twenty thoufand, including the women and the children 
above that age. It is thought that there are nearly as many Turks as 
Greeks in ^the iiland, which contains in all forty thoufand inhabitants. 
The Jews are not fuificiently numerous to be taken into the calculation. 

The ifland is divided into lordfliips ; but whereas the aga of other 
countries is obliged to join the land-forces when required, at Lesbos, he 
is fubjed to a maritime duty, from which healmoft always finds means to 
exempt liimfelf by makiijg fome pecuniary. facrifices. 

Through a cuftom undoubtedly^very ancient, and which the author of the 
Voyage litter aire de la Grice has very properly remarked, the eldefl daughter 
inherits alone, in this ifland, the property of the father and mother, to the 
cxclufion of the fons and the other .xiaughters. This cuftom, which time 
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fcnt to CoysTANTiNOPLE, The French foroicrly drew bence a great deal^ 
and had a vice-conful eftabliflied at Mitylene: the government has 
abolifhed the vice-confulate iince the merchants have confined themfelves 
to the oils of Camdia and of tlie Mokea^ which they £nd cheaper than 
thofe of Lesbos* 

This oil is, In general, but of an indiffcfient quality, becauie the inhabi- 
tants not having a fufficiency of mills are obliged to gather their olives 
llowly. Thofe which fall from the tree, and remain fome time on the ground, 
fpoil more or lefs quickly, according as the weather is more or Icfs damp 
and rainy : befides, they are accuftomed, before they fend olives to the mill, 
to keep them heaped up in places by no means fpacious, and to throw over 
them a quantity of marine fait, with u view of preventing their fermen- 
tation, and keeping them, as long as poffible, from decay. 

Italy draws from Mitylene eight thouiand quintals of vela?iidaj a 
part of which comes from the coaft of Asia. Dried figs are an article of 
exportation of little importance, as well as wool. 

Cotton, fefamum, filk, honey, wax, and diiFerent fpecies of grain, are 
gathered in a fmall quantity 5 but the laft are not Sufficient for the wants of 
the inhabitants, who draw a great deal of wheat and barley from the coaft 
•of Asia. They alfo import oxen, horfes, and mules, for agriculture and 
draught, as well as part of -the (hecp that are killed at the flaughter-houfes. 

Wine is Icarce at the prefent day, becaufe a great part of the grapes is 
employed by the Turks in making confeftion, and becaufe the Greeks are 
accuftomed to convert the other into brandy. In order to procure fome, we 
were under the neceffity of applying to the caloyers and to the richeft Greeks, 
and that which was brought to us fuftaincd very ill the reputation that the 

K 2 wine 
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wine of Lesbos formerly enjoyed: it wasfweet and ill flavoured, as are, ia 
general, all the wines of the Archipblago. 

There are no rivers in Lesbos : a few torrents, by no means extenfive^ 
receive in winter the fuperabundant rain-waters, and carry them to the fca^ 
but there area great number of fprings whofe water, very good for drinking^ 
is fufficiently confiderable for watering part of the plains, and, by that means^ 
procuring to the inhabitants, legumes, herbage, and fruits. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Arrival at Scio. — Defcription of the ijland. — Manners and induftry of the 
inhabitants. — Privileges. — Antiquities.— Natural hijlory. — Productions 
and commerce. 

On the 28th of Pluviofe (i6th of February) the wind being faint at eaft- 
north-caft,. the weather very fine, and the fea almoft fmooth, we embarked 
about feven o'clock in the morning in a large decked boat, which was getting 
under fail for Sc i o. We foon doubled Cape Malea, or Cape Santa Maria : 
we pafled at a little diftancc from Fort OlivieRj and already faw very dif- 
ftinftly the Ifland of Scio, when the wind died away by degrees, and left us 
becalmed : but it foon fprang up again, and blew from the fouth-ead without 
interruption all the reft of the day. We hugged the wind as clofely as 
poflible ; we alfo made ufe of our oars ; but, notwithftanding our efforts, we 
could not reach the Spalmadori Iflands, fo that we found ourfelves at 
fun-fet to the northward of the Ifland of Scio. The night was calm: we 
followed the coaft by means ofour oars; and, on the 29th (17th of February) 
at fun-rife, we entered the harbour, fituated in the middle of the eaft coaft. 

The harbour of Scio, whofe entrance is indicated by two light-houfes, is 
clofed towards the fouth-eaft by a jetty almoft even with the water's edge. 
Sufficiently fpacious formerly for the trade of the ifland, and of all the Ar- 
chipelago, it is daily becoming choked up, without the Turks being at 
the (malleft expenfe to remove the obftruftions and keep it in order. 

The 
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The citadel, built by the Gcnoefc, commands the harbour; ao efplaoade, 
fomewhat extenfive, feparates it from the town, and a ditch dug all round is 
intended to receive the waters of the fea in cafe of ficge. The fortifications 
are regular, although ancient : they are fallen into ruins in feveral places, and 
the guns are at this day almoft without carriages, with the exception of the 
battery which defends the entrance of the harbour. The infide (^ the citadel 
is full of houfes, capable of lodging with cafe the feven or eight hundred 
janizaries who conftitute the whole ftrength of the ifland ; but they are partly 
in ruins, and the Turks, as is well known, have much more inclination to 
pull down than to fet tip. 

The town is large and well built; the ftreets are flraight, paved, and 
tolerably clean ; the houfes are high, all in mafonry, the greater part of 
hewn flone: fandftoae, or calcareous Hone, is made ufe of indifcrimtnately« 
From a few diftrifts of the iiland is procured a hard, reddiih fandftone, with 
a very fine grain, which is employed with advantage for the jams of the doors 
and windows, for paving the ground-floor, and for building the fii^ades of 
the churches. It is, no doubt, this ftone which was anciently diftinguiflied 
by the name of jaiper, and of which Strabo, Pliky, and Cic£ro have 
fpoken. 

It is the cuAixn at Scio to make, in the centre of the houfes, a fpacious 
apartment, very lofty, which the inhabitants ufe in fummer during the heat 
of the day. They breathe a pure air, evening and mofning, on the terrace 
or flat roof of the houfes, and at the fame time they enjoy the proiped of tlie 
country and of the fea. 

Scio, as to its extent, is fomewhat lefs confiderable than Lesbos. Its 

length from north to fouth is about fifty miles : its breadth varies greatly, 

on account of the windings which the coaft prcfents: it is nearly twelve miles 

3 towards 
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towards the fouth part, and fifteen towards the north part. It is feparated 
from Asia by a channel, whofe width is at leaft eight or nine miles. 

The town is commanded, to the weft and to the north, by fchiftofe, gra- 
aitical hills, rather arid, but, neverthelefs, fufceptible of culture. To the 
north-weft of thefe hills are feen nothing but calcareous mountains, atmoft 
naked, which fcarcely leave between them a few fpaces> that the rural induftry 
of the inhabitants can turn to account. To the fouth of the town, the 
eye extends with more pleafure over a plain two leagues in extent, extremely 
fertile, covered with beautiful country -houfes, and adorned with gardens 
more or lefs fpacious, in which are cultivated all the fruits of Europe,. 
and moft of its legumes*. 

The orange-txee, the common lemon-tree, the fwcet Seville orange-tree 
and the ccdrat or bergamot citron-tree*, are there fcattered with profufion 
and crowded together without order. The fig-tree, the pomegranate- tree, 
and the plum-tree, are in rather lefs plenty. The peach-tree, the apricot- 
tree, the almond'tree, and the black mulberry- tree, are alfo to be met with. 
The rofe-tree is cultivated every where in good lands, as well as in thofe of 
an indifferent quality. The folanum melongena, the hibifcus efculentus, the 
mufk- melon, the cucumber, and the water-melon, occupy the fpaces which 
are not planted. 

Thefe gardens are watered by a few fprings, which flow from the. neigh- 
bouring mountains, or by wells from which the water b raifed by means of a 



• Cedrat, cedra^ or eiinmuir-iirganuti. This is a variety of the citrus mdica of Linn iB us. 
It is the citrus mlla-ro/a of Lamarck. The cedrdt is dUtinguilhed from the common citron- 
tree by its leaf, which has the odour of the rofe; by its froit, which is red ; and by the piflil 
of its flower, which is (hort. From the rind of the fruit of thia Uee, the perfume called 
bergsuMt is t3Xni&^.^TraHflaf9r* 

wheel 
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wheel and two ropes, to which are adapted earthen pots placed the one after 
the other. 

Beyond this plain, and in all the fouth part of the ifland, the lands are 
almoft every where fufceptible of culture, although they are, in general, of 
middling quality. The ground is lefs elevated, lefs uneven, than in the 
north part, and the population is there more confiderable. 

According to >the regifters of the government, the population of Scio 
is to be eftimated at one hundred and ten thoufand inhabitants. In the 
capital are reckoned thirty thoufand; namely: three thoufand five hundred 
Turks, one thoufand five hundred Greek Roman catholics, and twenty-five 
thoufand Greek fchifmatics : about one hundred Jews may be added to this 
calculation. There are fixty-eight villages in the ifland, all inhabited ;by 
Greeks. The villages which furnilh maftic, to the number of twenty-four, 
are the mod populous and the moft rich: Pirghi^ fituated to.the weft, is 
the largeft of all. Ninitaj CALAMOTiy ^nd CAUMATiAy towards the foutli, 
are, next to it, the moft confiderable of the ifland. VolissOj fituated on 
the fea-fliore, qppofite to PserAj is remarkable for the rude and almoft 
favage air of its inhabitants. However, all the villages, whatever may be 
their extent and fituation, are tolerably well built, and have almoft all aa 
enclofure capable of fecuring them from a coup de main from a corGur. 

The leglflator who may wifli to obferve the influence of inftitutions and 
of laws on the morals, charader, and induftry of man, ought principally to 
turn his eye towards a people who, living under the fame fky, on the fame 
foil, profefling the fame religion, differ, neverthelefs, from themfelves to 
fuch a degree that they appear incognizable. After having crofled a little 
arm of the fea, I thought myfelf tranfported into another region, into an- 
other climate: I had feen the Greek bent under the yoke of the moft frightful 

defpotifm : 
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defpotifm : he was deceitful, rude, timid, ignorant, fuperftitious, and poor*: 
here he enjoys a (hadow of liberty; he is honeft, civil, bold, induftrioua, 
witty, intelligent, and rich. Here I no longer find that mixture of pride 
and meannefs which charadlerizes the Greeks of Constantinople, and of 
a great part of the Levant; that J:imidity, that cowardice, which is occa* 
fioned by perpetual fear, that bigotry which prevents no crime. What dif- 
tiiiguifhcs the inhabitants of Scio from the other Greeks, is a decided in* 
clination towards commerce, a warm tafte for the arts, a keen defire for 
enterprife; it is a fprightly, pleafant, epigrammatic wit; it is fometimes a 
fort of mad and burlefque gaiety, which has given rife to the following pro- 
verb : " It is as vnconvnon to find a green horfe^ as a prudent Sciot.'* 

However true may be the overftrained meaning of this proverb, in regard 
to a few inhabitants of Scio, there are a greater number who know how to 
combine the moft circumfpeft prudence with the moft lively and mod 
amiable fprightlinefs. No other town in the Levant prefents fo great ^ 
* mafs of information ; no other contains fo many men exempt from prejudices, 
full of good fenfe and reafon, and blefled with a head better organized. 

Some among them may, nevcrthclefs, be reproached with a ridiculous 
pride, a mifplaced fanaticifm. We have feen fools find the gratification of 
their vanity in a rich portfolio, a fine houfe, or a numerous fet of fervants. 
The ignorant man, who had no perfonal titles to difplay in fociety, thought 
to be quit towards it in recalling to mind thofe of his anccftors. The 
ftruggle which exifts between the two churches, has frequently given rife to 
fcandalous fcenes, of which the Turks alone have taken advantage; and the 
influence of the priefthood is, perhaps, too great in a country that wifties to 
apply itfelf to agriculture and commerce. 

* There are fome exceptions to be nade in tlie capiul. 
VOL* 41. L Notwithftinding 
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Notwithftanding their grotcfqae drcfs, (See Plate X.) the women are 
more amiable than thofe of the capital, becaufe they are more courteous, 
more gay, nM>rc lively, and more witty. They are feen with tolerable freedom 
at their own home in prefence of their relatbns^ and they enjoy, more than 
elfcwhere, a liberty which they feldom abufe. They fpcnd, in all feafonf ,. 
part of the day in fining and working, playing or amufing thcmfelves before 
tlieir houfes: they make up to paffengers, frequently fpeak to them firfl-^. 
without knowing them; aim at them a jeft or an epigram, if the latter dif- 
pleafe; pay them a delicate, witty compliment, if they have, an agreeable 
manner, a prepoffeffing countenance. If you anfwer them in the fame tone^ 
the converfation begins aldud: you exert all your wit and gentility, you^ 
laugh, and you part from each other pleafed and gratified* 

If you go to the efplanade, into the gardens, and round the town, yoir 
will mee^ on Sundays and holidays, groups of young damiels, who flop you. 
very frequently, play you a thoufand pranks, aflc you for money, offer you 
flowers and comfits: you may in like manner addrefs yourfelf to them firft>. 
and begin with them by fome pleafantry. 

But in this country every thing pafles in converfation with the girls; and 
the married women are much more referved than one would fuppofe at the 
firft accefs. It is not that Scio does not refemble almoft all the towns of 
£uROP£, and that amorous intrigues do^not frequently occur ; but fcandal>. 
at lead, is rare : public proftitutes conceal themfelves, and decorum reigns 
every where* . 

Though circumfpeft in regard to the Turks whom they^ meet, the women 
of Scio do not addrefs themfelves to them, nor do they anfwer their quef- 
ftions: they know that they would expofc themfelves to fome brutality 
on their part, or at leaft to fome indecent, converfation. But they prefervc 

in 
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in their prcfence that free air, that confident look, which is not to be fecn 
even in the women of the capital. 

Whether eafy circumftances and gaiety, under a beautiful fky, alike concur 
to give to women agreeable forms, regular features, foft and flightly ani- 
mated colours ; or whether the Greek women have lefs degenerated here than 
elfewhere from their ancient beauty, it is certain that there are not to be 
found, in any other country of the Levant, fo many beautiful women as 
at Scio, and, neverthelefs, fubjugated by a bad tafte; they make too great 
a ufe of red, white, and black, which, very far from adding to their charms, 
caufe that foftnefs to difappear, conceal that delicate complexion, deftroy 
that bloom, which every where render women fo agreeable and fo captivating. 

Here they frequent the baths much more feldom than the Greek women of 
Smyrna and Cokstantinople, and this, perhaps, is thereafon why their 
beauty lafts longer. They attribute the whitenefs of their teeth to the almoft 
continual and general cuftom of having maftic inceflantly in their mouthy 
but, perhaps, they owe this advantage ftiil more to the diflike that they have 
to fmoking, in which the others find an inexpreffible pleafure. 

Economical and temperate in their family, the richefl, as well as the 
pooreft, ftiew an exceffive love of gain. Thofc lefs gifted by fortune employ 
themfelves in making ftockings, caps, and purfcs, which they fell to paffcU' 
gers, or carry to their dealers. The /ich women embroider handkerchiefs and 
all the linen in ufe among the Orientals i feveral have a frame in thqir owa 
houfe, and work at fome fort of filk or cotton (luff. Sweetmeats, conferves 
of rofes and orange-flowers, firups of lemon and bergamot-citron, occupy a 
great number of women of all ages and of all conditions. It is generally in 
the country that they breed the filk-worm and Ipin cotton. 
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Thofe who apply themfelves more particularly to embroidery, give to the 
filks which they employ the colours that they wifh. They obtain, among 
others, a gold yellow colour with the branches of the celtis orientalis *, or 
the leaves of the henne or Egyptian privet ; a bright yellow with the flowers of 
broom, and the flems of the filvery-leaved daphne or tartonraira. The roots 
of the apple-tree yield them a pale rofe colour. The wood of the quince-tree 
furnifhcs a very bright fle(h colour. They draw from the branches of the 
peach- tree a bright green, and from the leaves a deep one* 

They cut the ligneous fubftances into little bits, ftieep them in water for 
two days, boil them tJie third day till the liquor is reduced to one half: they 
{train it through a cloth, add a little alum, and fet it again over the fire; 
As foon as the water boils, they fteep their filk for a longer or fliorter time,, 
according as. they wifti to obtain a colour more or lefs deep.. 

The red peelings of onions yield them a tolerably bright orange colour 
yellow : they fet them to foak in water for four or five days, and boil them 
with a little alum: they add a fpoonful of cochineal, or of kermes, wheix. 
they wifti to obtain a beautiful' red i 

The rind of the walnut, while green, which is taken off when they pickle 
that fruit, affords them a green more or lefs deep; 

They alfo make ufe of the galnut, of the cup of the velani oak, of madder-- 
root, and of all the colouring fubftances employed in Europe. 

In no ifland of the Archipelago, nor in any country of Turkey, did 
we fee lands fo well cultivated, commerce fo aftive, and induftry fo great, as 



• Ang. Oriental ncttlc-trcc— f. 

at 



OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 77 

at Scio. Grounds the moft arid, and moft ftony, improve by degrees un- 
der the hand of the Sciot, and become fit to receive fome feeds or fome ufeful 
trees. There is no kind of traffic to which he is a ftranger, no hazardous 
enterprife that he does not attempt. Here no one is idle: he who is not a 
prieft, is moft certainly a merchant, manufadurer, artifan, mariner, or cuU 
tivator.- 

If agriculture and induftry fcarcely leave any thing to be wilhed for in this 
ifland, it is becaufe there is no part of the Ottoman Empire that enjoys more 
effeftual protection, or is more favoured by the government. Here, through 
a concurrence of fortunate circumftances, private* intereft is in unifon with 
public intereft. As the appanage of a fultana, the ifland is under her im« 
mediate proteftiorr. A naib here adminifters juftice for the moUa of Con- 
stantinople: the latter has an intereft^ in watching over his fubftitute, 
and in caufing him to be recalled, if the complaints made againft him prove, 
well founded. The fultan has granted privileges to the moft populous part 
ef the ifhmdi to all the villages whofe inhabitants cultivate the maftic def- 
ined for his fcraglio: he has withdrawn them from the rod of the mutfelim, 
and granted them an aga, who particularly farms that valuable commodity.. 
The town likewife enjoys a great number of privileges, of which I (hall fpeak 
farther on; Laftly, the governor, who at the fame time farms the cuftom- 
houfe duties and taxes, applies himfelf to make the moft of the one, by th& 
proteftion and the accommodation which he grants to the merchants and 
cultivators^ he does not indulge himfelf with regard to others in perfecutions, 
and ruinous exadions, which too frequently overfet the fortune of the tri- 
butary fubjeds in the other towns. Here the poor man as. well as the rich 
one, the cultivator as well as the merchant, the villager as well as the inha- 
bitant of the town, are all alike proteded, all may alike prefer their com- 
plaints, all may demand and obtain the removal of a man who ftiould 
abufe too much the authority intrufted to him. 

The 
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The cuftom-Iioufe duty is regulated at five per cent, as well in regard to 
the Greeks as to the Muflulmans; and from the eftimate which is made of 
the cloths manufadured in the country, it follows tliat they fcarcely pay three 
per cent, on being exported* 

As for the taxes, their affcffment is made, for the inhabitants of the town, 
by the general primates or chiefs of the diftridt ; the yeronda, or particular 
primate of each village, fixes thofe of the cultivators of his canton. The 
firfl: of thcfe taxes is laid on property and induftr}^ it ought to be levied at 
the rate of one piaflre on five hundred of income, if the canons of fultan 
Selim were followed: but the long flay at Scio of fome officers of the 
Porte, that of the troops of Asia, of the Turkiih and Barbary fquadrons, 
and a thoufand other occafions of expenfeat the charge of the inhabitants, 
have from time to time furnifhed a pretext fox increafing this tax, and for 
carrying it to four piaftres. 

The ifland is, befides, fubjedl as well as thofe of the Archipelago, to 
the duty which the captain-pacha annually levies on them. Scio fornierly 
paid twenty-four purfes: at this day it pays forty-eight*. 

All the fluffs manufadlured in the ifland are, before they are fent out of it, 
fubjed to a mark or fcal affixed by the mutfelim, under penalty of confifca^ 
tion and fine: they pay the value of fix afpres-f per pique J, when they are 
wrought in gold or in filver: plain (ilk fluffs pay only two afpres : calicoes, 
dimities, and other cotton doths, pay much lefs. 



• A purfc contains 500 piaftres: at the prefcnt day, it may be valued, at nearly 1000 
livres, {circa. 41 1. ftcrling.) 

t The afprc is the third of a parat. The parat is worth nearly ^vt centimes. 

t The pique is a meafurc of from twenty-five to twenty-fix inches. 

^ The 
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The karatcb, or capitation, to which non-Muflulmans are fubjeft 
throughout the whole empire, was, after the coDqueft of the iiland, com-? 
pounded for the villages, and fixed in proportion to their population and the 
extent of their territory. This tax has not varied fince that time, although 
the population of fome villages has increafed, and, in fome others, has con- 
fiderably diminiflied. Thofe which furnilh maftic, pay the karatch with that 
commodity. 

In the town, all males, from the age of puberty, and through abufe from 
ten to twelve years old, are infcribed on a regifter, and divided into three 
clafles. Thofe of the firft pay eleven piailres; thofe of the fecond five and 
a Jialf; and thofe of the third two piailres and three-fourths. Women arc 
exempt from this tax, and cannot be pcofecufed for their hufband or their 
children when abfent. It may eafily be conceived that the avidity of the 
coUedors of the karatch would make them confound, pretty often, all thofe 
(ubjedl to contribution, and induce them to increafe, as much as they could, 
the firft and fecond claffes, if the primates had not the right of caufing 
the complaints of the oppreffcd to. be heard, and of requiring imperioufly 
that juftice fhould be adminiftered. 

Independently of thefe legitimate duties, which the governor is authorized 
to levy in his quality of muhaffil or farmer, he levies, as mutfelim, arbitrary 
and illegal taxes, the produce of which, confidered feparately, is by no means 
burdenfome to the inhabitants, but the total eftimate of which forms a 
tolerably large fum. Thefe taxes, which arc the perquifites of his place, fall 
on moft eatables, and particularly on butcher's meat, the price of which is 
always exorbitant at Scio, under the pretext that the contractors are obliged 
to fend to the coaft of Asia for the (heep which are there fold. No one 
doubts that this exclusive privilege of fupplying the fliambles with (heep is 

dearly 
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dearly purchafed of the mutfelim^ and that the naib and janazary-aga caufe 
themfelvcs to be paid for their filencein this relpeft. 

Private individuals, who dbtain from the mutfelim places, commiflion$, 
exclufive permiffions, and fmall farms, alfo pay him every year a retribution 
more or lefs great, according to their importance, and according to the com* 
petition which never fails to take place. 

The foubachi^ chief of the patrol, to whom the police of the town and 
of the country is intruded (with the exception of the villages where maftic 
is gathered) finds a thoufand opportunities of harafling and fqueezing the 
unfortunate perfons who are off their guard for a moment. Eftabliflied ia 
order to be the fcourge of proflitutcs, he regifters their name, taxes them, 
and becomes their protedtor. All the taverns alfo pay him a tax, of which 
he gives an account to the nmtfelim. iQuarrels, broils, law-rfuits, faults of 
the mofl trifling nature, are fo many opportunities which the rapacity of 
the foubachi fuffers not to efcape : innocent and guilty, are all crowded into 
the prifons of his matter, and are jiot releafed till after they have jufllfied 
themfelves, or have procured their liberation by dint of money. 

Throughout the Ottoman Empire pecuniary fines are an inexhauflible 
mine in the hands of an able governor, not over-burdened with delicacy; 
but here he fears, with reafon, the complaints of the chief perfons of the 
diflria, and tlie refentment of the fultana protedtrefs of the ifland. More 
than once, mutfeUms have been Jcnown to be recalled and punifhed on the 
complaint of the piimates. Thefe examples, far from frequent no doubt» 
are neverthelefs fufficieat for them all to be cautious, and not to exceed 
too much the limits of their duties. 

Almofl 
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Almoft all the lands of the Ottoman Empire, as I have elfewhere faid, 
are burdened with an annual rent to the agas or lords: thofe of Scio, 
through a fpecial favour of Soli man I. have preferved almoft all the privileges 
which they enjoyed under the domination of the Genoefe. The inhabitants 
of the villages which furnifli raaftic acknowledge for chief no other than the 
aga who farms that production : exempt from contributing their labour gra- 
tuitoufly on public occafions, they are obliged only to convey the maftic 
to the town, and furnifti horfes and beafts of burden to this aga, when 
he travels about the villages in order to colleft it. 

We had an opportunity of feeing the aga in his tour: preceded by military 
mufic, followed by feveral tchocadars, and furrounded by a great number 
of villagers eager to attend him, we (hould much rather have taken him for 
a military commander than a fimple farmer of taxes, had we not been 
previoufly informed. As perfons travelling in the fervice of the Republic, 
he received us with much attention, made us a prefent of a few pounds of 
the fined maftic that he had, and gave us letters for the head men of the 
villages whither we were going* We obtained every where, by means of 
thefe letters, convenient lodgings, the food that we alked for, and the horfes 
that we wanted. 

One of the nobleft privileges of the Sciots, that which ferves as a dam 
againft the torrent of the judicial injuftice of the Turks, is to have notaries 
of their religion, whofe ads, in the Greek dialed, are refpeded by the 
Ottomans, and received at their tribunal as authentic documents. The 
Roman catholics have one who aflumes the title of apoftolical notary. The 
Greeks, infinitely more numerous, have feveral. 

Next to this privilege, the greatcft of all, is that of nominating among 

them five primates, whofe fundions confift in defending with firmnefs the 

VOL. II, M validity 
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validity of thefe ads, in examining and judging all the litigious affairs of 
the ifland, as to civil matters, which concern them. Criminal matters are 
not within the competency of thefe primates : howcveF, as the redrefs of 
public grievances belongs to them, they receive the declarations of the plain- 
tiffs, accufe the delinquent to the government, and profecute his trial at the 
Tuikifli tribunal. 

The aflelfment and coUedkion of the taxes are committed to their care: 
they pour their amount into the coffer of the muhaffil, without any other 
deduftion than the fees of the coUedtors. They are appointed for a year 
only, by the majority of votes, in a general affembly convoked for that pur- 
pofe. Three of thefe primates are taken from among the Greeks, and two 
from among the Roman catholics* 

At the fame time are appointed the protomqfiojiy a fort of conful-judges, 
whofe functions confift in taking cognizance of all litigious affairs relative 
to purchafes and fales, manufadlures, and, in general, every thing that relates 
to the commerce of the ifland, both interior and exterior. They prevent 
illegal adts and fmuggling; they deal roughly with thofe who, in order to 
fave the duty, have not caufed the governor's feal to be put to the fluffs and 
linens which they wifh to fend abroad. In all cafes their fentence is to be 
carried into execution without appeal : but in the latter, the muhaffil re* 
quires from the delinquent, befides the confifcation of the piece not marked^ 
a fum of money proportioned to the value of the goods on which he wiflied 
to evade the duty* 

This municipal jurifdiftion, very much refpefted by the Turks, is com- 
pofed of three Greeks and one Roman catholic: it is annual, more frequently 
biennial, and is never intrufted to any but merchants, who join to a know- 
ledge of commerce an unequivocal reputation for probity. 

The 
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The inhabitants of Scio have likewife the privilege of elefting every 
year two intendants of health, whofe number they increafe in cafe of the 
plague. Their power extends in this refpeft over all who inhabit or land 
on the ifland, with the exception of the Turks and Franks. They are 
allowed to prohibit a pcftiferous village from all communication with the 
town, at the fame time furnidiing it, neverthelefs, with all the afliftance 
which humanity claims in fimilar cafes. But, woe be to the cultivator, 
who, through the allurement of gain, or any other motive, (hould pafs the 
limits which the intereft of all has traced ! He would be apprehended, and 
fubjeftcd to a cruel baftinado. • 

Thefe intendants allow not a fufpeded boat to enter the harbour; they 
oblige her to remain in the road, inform themfelves frequently of the health 
of the crew; and if there be any failor attacked by the plague, they caufe 
him to be conveyed to the lazaretto. One of them precedes him, armed 
with a ftickj always ready to ftrike whoever fhould not get out of the "way 
at the word alarga^ pronounced with a ftrong voice. 

• The lazaretto, which we vifitcd at a time when there was no uneafincfs 
felt refpedting the plague, is contained in a vaft cnclofurc, towards the fea, 
to the north of the town. The entrance to it is by a road (haded by an 
arbour, and paved with ftoncs varioufly coloured. It confifts of feveral 
piles of building feparated from each other, intended, fome for the fick, 
and others for the convalefcents. 

When the plague is in the town, the intendants alternately go their 
round; they flat ion guards at the infefted houfes, in order to prevent all 
communication: they place about the fick, in a condition to pay the ex- 
penfe, people capable of taking care of them ; and if the pcftiferous perfon 
be poor, and deftitute of affiftance, they caufe him to be taken to the 

M 2 laziiretto, 
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lazaretto, with all the effects belonging to him, fufccptible of being fumi"* 
gated and purified, 

Notwithftanding the precautions which the Greeks and even the native 
Turks take to fecurc themfelves from this diforder, the great accefs of 
Turkifti ftrangers which cannot be oppofed, the frequent arrival of (hips of 
war, and perhaps too the negligence which occurs in examining the boats 
that are daily bringing eatables from Asia, with which the ifland cannot 
difpenfe, are fo many caufes that tend fometimes to introduce the plague 
among them. That of 1788, which in a little time carried off fourteen 
thoufand perfons, will long be quoted as one of the mod calamitous epochs 
in the hiftory of this countr}\ 

Thefe intendants have alfo the infpeftion of the hdpital of lepers, fitu- 
ated in a narrow valley, at fome diflance to the north north-weft of the 
town. Each patient has a very fmall lodging and a very little garden which 
he is at liberty to cultivate. I faw with regret that, in the Levant, all 
lepers were confidered as incurable, and that, in confequence, there was not 
adminiftered to any the afliftance capable, perhaps, of effeding a curc^ 
I invite European phyficians who may be able to make fome ftay at Scio, to 
occupy themfelves with this interefling objeft. They will find in the in- 
tendants, in the primates, and in the notables of the town, every accommo- . 
dation that they can want for the obfervations which they may wiQi to 
make, and the experiments which they may be Inclined to try. 

Muffulman toleration, which leaves the Sciots the liberty of having a 
police, tribunals, and particular judges, is ftill more indulgent in regard to 
their religion. The Greeks, infinitely more numerous, more rich, and more 
powerful than the Latins, poffefs about feven hundred churches in the ifland, 
a calculation which wiUj no doubt, appear exaggerated, but the ezadneis 

of 
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of which was warranted to me by the beft-informed perfons of Scio. Per- 
fecuted by their adverfaries, the weak Latins have no more than four at the 
prefent day, a fingle one in the town, and three in the country. The num- 
ber of pricfts, as may well be imagined, is proportionate to this aftoniftiing 
number of churches. It is extremely curious to fee them difplay, in the 
midft of the fanatic Muflulmans, all the pomp of the Greek and Roman 
religious ceremonies. Their proce(fions and interments attraft an innume* 
rable train; the priefts in their furplices, the papas in their ftoles, traverfe 
the ftreets of the town, preceded by a long crofs, followed by a great 
number of fiithful with a wax-taper in their hand. The ftcrn Muflulman 
fees them pafs without murmuring, provided they pay homage to the 
mofques, provided they interrupt their finging at the fight of that vene- 
rable place^ that they detach the crofs from its ftaff> and hold it humbly 
lowered. 

The privilege of having bells to their churches is granted only to the in- 
habitants of the maftic villages: they ferve for calling them to prayers, to 
mafsi to work, to the gathering of the maftic, to the parochial allemblies^ 
they are likewife intended for giving the alarm in cafe of attack or fire. 

Independently of the Latin churches of which I have fpoken, there are 
three convents of friars under the protection of France. The capuchins 
confider themfelves as proprietors of the confular houfe, which makes a part 
of their convent. The monks had decamped a long time before our arrival 
at Scio, and the chapel was abandoned fince the conful no longer paid 
for the fervice that was performed there before. 

The hiftory of Scro is loft in the obfcurity of time, and is confounded 
with the errors of fable. At firft under the rod of kings, next under re- 
publican agitation, then under the odious tyranny of i&dtions, alternately 

independent 
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" ioc^prridcnt ^nc li-b'i5:ed, i:cTer pcrh^^ free ^nl Larpy, the ii.liibiunts 
Oi Scio hive paiTid /jcxefSvsrly- under the doaiirailon of ihc Penlaos^ urid«.£ 
that c( the Greeks, and ur.der that of the Romas?. Th^ Venetians at- 
tempted to eftabli-h tbemftlves there when xhc Eurcpeans in a delirium 
were crowding towards the oriental regions, in orc^r to drive the inndel 
Muflulmans from the Holy Land. The Greek emperors foon aiier fold the 
iQand to fome Genoefe nobles, and that republic had rendered it the em- 
porium of an exteniive commerce, when, in 1366, Solimax I. made 
htmielf mailer of it. 

Favoured by the catholics of the countrr, the Venetians took pofleflion 
of Scio, in 1693, towards the end of the reign o: Achmet II: they con- 
duced tbemfelves there in a very indecorous and very impolitic m:xnncT^ 
by perfecuting the Greeks enemies of the Latins. The year after Mezo- 
HORTO, a Turkilh admiral, had only to prefent himfelf to beat them and 
expel them from the ifland. Since that epoch, Scio has not ccaied to be 
fubjeft to the empire oi the creicent. 

The mod ancient and the moft valuable monument on which this ifland 
prides itfelf, is that it is called the School of Homer. Four miles to the 
north of the town, at the foot of Mount Epos^ is found near the fea-(hore, 
a calcareous rock, whoie fummit is cut into the (hape of a platform; it is 
about twenty feet in diameter: a feat crowns its circumference: in the centre 
is a fquare block, which rifes from the rock to a foot and a half in height, 
and which bears on each of its fides the figure of a mutihited fphynx, 
fcarcely cognizable. Such is thfa monument which the inhabitants confider 
as the place where Homer inftrufted and delighted his countrymen; for 
they are perfuaded that Scio gave birth to that great man. 

This 
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Tliis opinion, warmly fupported by fome, ftrongly contefted by otherSj^ 
ftill leaves the mind in fufpcnfe. The moft intelligent inhabitants of Scio 
inftance among others an arch of gray marble, which was ftill (hewn not 
long Cnce, at Erythes, as an ancient monument belonging to the houfe ia 
which Homer was born. They alfo quote the excellent wine produced by 
the rifing grounds of Erythes, bordering on the Arvifian fields; a wine 
known at Scio from times the moft remote, under the name of Houer'M' 
nectar. By their account, it is this neftar that was given him when he was 
weaned; it is the delicious wine of thefe rifing grounds, that was fpilt on 
the altars which were ereded to him when his verfes had rendered him imi* 
mortal. 

Two leagues beyond the School of IIomer^ fies Port Daxtphik^ oa 
which was fituated the ancient Delphinium. Ships of war anchor in this 
harbour in winter; whereas they find it more convenient and equally (afe, 
in fummer, to come to in the environs of the town of Scio^ 

When you have pafled the Spalmodori Iflands, and doubled the cape^ 
you arrive at Cardamylaj where, according to Tournefort, are to be 
fcen the ruins of a temple which he believes to have been confecrated to 
Neptune. We did not land at Cardamyla, but we pafled very clofe ta 
it on the day of our departure from Mitylene. The coaft in the environs 
is very elevated and fteep: the rock, naked in feveral places, appeared to 
us every where calcareous. 

To the weft of the ifland, is perceived at a little diftance from Pirohi,^ 
in a fmall plain that terminates at the Tea, ruins which muft be confidered as 
thofe of the ancient Piianum. This place, at the prefent day called Phana^ 
prefents heaps of rubbifh, piles of ftones, for the moft part fquarc, fmooth, 
and cut with a chifel; but neither infcription, pillar, nor bafs-reliefs arc 

1 there 
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there to be difcovered : the anchorage expofcd to the north-weft would be 
dangerous- in winter for large (hips. The Arvifian fields and rifing grounds, 
fo celebrated formerly for the goodnefs of their wines, are more to the 
northj and make part of the territory of Volisso. 

In the firft excurfions which we made in the ifland, the inhabitants did 
not fail to.dired our.fteps towards Sclavia^ fituated upwards of two leagues 
to the fouth of Scio. A running ftream, frelh and copious, iffues at the 
foot of fome calcareous rocks, and waters gardens which lie below. This 
place, trply beautiful, truly pidurefque, is held in veneration in the coun- 
try: an infinite number of virtues are attributed to thefe waters, and it is 
believed that it was at this fountain that the beautiful Helen came to 
bathe when (he inhabited the ifland. 

With refpeft to ancient fculpture, no remarkable monument of this 
kind is to be met with at Scio, except two headlefs bufts, let into the outer 
wall of a country-houfe built by the Genoefe, at a little diftance from the 
town. Citizen Digeon, vice-conful of the Republic, confidered them as 
two bufts of Isis, in which, according to him, the Egyptian chifel of^the 
Teign of the Ptolemies was diftinguifliable; but the corfet with which they 
are clothed, as well as an ornament probably of metal, which they wore on 
the bofom, to judge of it from the hollows that are in it, incline us to think 
that thefe bufb are more modern, and, in all probability, the work of the 
Genoefe* 

Some pieces of pillars, fome remains of capitals are flill to be feen in mo{t 
d the villages which we traverfed, but no trace of ancient edifices,' no 
Areflige of a temple is to be perceived; time and the hand of man have 
^ftro)^ed every, thing. 

Maftic 
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Maftic niuft be confidercd as one of the moft important produAions of 
the ifland, and the mod valuable, fince to this it is that the inhabitants 
of Scio owe a part of their privileges, and the cultivators their indepen- 
dence, their comfort, and, perhaps, their happinefs. The lentilk which pro- 
duces it, diflfers not from that which grows in the (bath of Europe and 
in all the iflands of the Archipelago. At Scio, are remarked only a few 
flight varieties with larger leaves, which culture has produced, and which 
are perpetuated by layers and grafting. 

In order to obtain the maflic, numerous inciiions are made in the trunk 
and principal branches of the lentifk, from the 15th to the 20th of July, 
according to the Greek calendar. There exudes little by little from all thofc 
inciiions, a liquid juice which infenfibly grows thicker, remains attached to 
the tree in drops more or lefs large, or falls and thickens on the groumi* 
when it is very abundant. The former is the moft iij^equeft: it is detached 
with a (harp iron inftrument, half an inch in breadth at its extremity. Fre- 
quently cloths are placed under the tree, in order that the maftic which 
trickles from it, may not be impregnated with earth and filth. 

According to the regulations made on this fubjed, the firft gathering 
cannot take place before the 27th of Auguft. It lafts eight fucceflSve days, 
after which frefli inci(ions are made in the trees till the 25th of September, 
then" the fecond gathering Is made, which Kkewife lafts eight days. After 
this time the trees are cut no more; but the maftic* which continues to run, 
is gathfefed lift the t9th of Nbvembit-, onthfe^Nloriid^y And Tuefday of every 
week. ^It is 'afterwards forbidden 'to githtt^thfeprbdfaftfcn^^^ ^ 

The tu!tti0e of the lenti/k k fififxpli trtifl *afy: it* c<»hfifts' much more Jh* 
clean(ing the foil than in turning it up. The cultivators difpen(c witiv 
cutting this tree, and they take good care not |o form it a handfome ftem. 

•^TOL II. M It 
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It has been difcovered that the lentiiks which trail, yield much more maftic 
than thofe whofe item is flraight and (hooting. 

Lefs like trees than (hrubs, their trunk fcarcely acquires feven or eight 
inches in diameter, and their height is feldom above twelve or fifteen feet. 

Citizen Dig EON communicated to us an experiment which deferves to 
be known. As it is forbidden to cultivate the lentiik out of the limits 
traced by the government, a Turk thought to evade the law, and never- 
tbelefs obtain mailic by grafting the lentifk on young turpentine-trees. 
Thefe grafts fucceeded perfedly well; but this man was very much 
aftoniflied, a few years after, to fee flow from the incifions that he had 
made, a fubftance which combined with the odour and the qualities of 
maftic, the liquidnefs of turpentine. 

Maftic is gathered in twenty-one villages fituated to the fouth of the 
town. There are, befides, three villages to the weft, whofe plantations far 
from productive have been abandoned. The latter have not, on that ac- 
count, lefs preferved their ancient denomination and the privileges which 
the others enjoy: they pay their impoft in lime fince they no longer furnifli 
maftic. 

This produdion amounts, one year with another, to fifty thousand okes 
and even more. Twenty-one thoufand belong to the aga who farms this 
commodity, and are delivered by the cultivators in payment of their perfonai 
impoft. They are paid for the furplus at the rate of 50 parats the oke 
(nearly 16 fous the pound) and they are prohibited, under very fevere 
penalties, from felling or difpofing c^ it to any other than the aga who fiums 
it. 
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The beft and fineft quality is fent to Coxstantixople for the palace 
of the Grand Signior. The fecond quality is intended for Cairo, and 
paffes into the harems of the Mamalftks. The merchants generally obtain 
a mixture of the fecond and third quality. 

The women of Scio, as well as the female Muffulmans, Greeks, Arme* 
nians, and Jeweffes of the whole empire, are in the habit of having maftic 
inceffantly in their mouth. This refinous and odoriferous fubftance does not 
eafily diflblve; it becomes foft and very white by means of heat and faliva; 
it cleans the teeth, gives the breath an agreeable odour, ftrengthens the 
fiomach, and carries to the lungs balfamic emanations extremely falutary, 
and which may to a certain degree prevent the pulmonary confumption,- 
to which the inhabitants of the iflands of the Archipelago are very 
fubjeA. 

Scio turpentine is daily becoming more fcarce. Barely two hundred 
okes are colle<fted at this day, whereas double that quantity was obtained 
formerly. Notches are made in the tree in lieu of incifions, and under- 
neath them is placed a fmall earthen veflel fit for receiving the liquor that 
flows from them. The turpentine-tree acquires a fize rather confidemble: 
fome are feen near the Armenian burying ground of Constantinople, 
on the road leading to Btuk~de re, which are not inferior to our largeft 
walnut-trees. 

The women of Scio are very fond of its fruit: the refinous and very aro- 
matic tafte of its pulp pleafes them as much as that of the kernel} and as it 
is fcarcely of the fize of a pea, they eat at the fame time the flone, the pulp 
of a bhiifh green which covers it, and the kernel which it contains. It is 
called in the country tzicoudidj a word whofe fignification is not to be found 
in any language of the Levant. 

N 2 Although 
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Although cotton is in great plenty at Scio, yet it does not fufficc for 
the fupply of the numerous nianufaftoiies which are there eftahliOiec]. The 
inhabitants are obliged to fend for a tolerably large quantity from Romania 
and the coaft of Asia. They manufadure plain cloths, dimities, fwanfkina 
plain and fhaggy, an8 a few coarfe calicoes ftriped blue. The country- 
women fpin cotton with awheel; they alfo employ themfclves in making 
ftockings and caps which they bring to fell at the town. 

The colleftion of filk, in ordinary years, is eftimatcd at ten or twelve 
thoufand okes : it fometimes amounts to fifteen thoufand, a quantity which 
is never fufficient for fupplying the manufaftories of the town. About 
twenty thoufand okes are annually procured from Bursa, Ai>rianople^ 
and Syria. The mulberry-tree which is cultivated at Scio, and with 
which the filk-worm is reared is that which we know under the name of 
mArier noir or mirier (TE/pagne *. A few private perfons draw from the 
fruit, a brandy not very fpiriiuous, but agreeable. The price of the leaf of 
the mulberry-tree arrived at its fize, is from two to three piaftres. 

The ifland produces wheat, barley, wine, oil, and a few legumes; but the 
quantity of thcfe commodities is fo difproportioned to that required by the 
number of the inhabitants that they are obliged to draw them from all 
quarters. The wheat is fcarcely fufficient to fubfift them for three months. 
The wine furnifhes for the confumption of feven or eight: it is, in general, 
fweet and fpirituous. That which rich individuals make with care, is as 
good as Malaga, Frontignac, and Cyprus wines, when they have 
acquired a little age. 

• Monu w'lra, Linn.— ^/v/. The common mulbcrry-ircc. 

The 
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The oil fuffices for the wants of the inhabitants, in good crops; they 
procure that article from Mitylene when thefc are bad or indifferent ; 
here, as well as throughout the Levant, they fait a very great quantity 
of olives, according to the procefs which I have mentioned elfewhere^ 

Oranges, common kmons, wild lemons, and bergamot -citrons which an? 
brought during the winter and in the fpring to Constantinople, Adri* 
ANOPLE, and Smyrna, are a very important article of trade which is 
eftimatcd, one year with another, at 2^,000,000 of our irvres {area 83,333!. 
flerling.) A very agreeable firup, in great requeft> is alfo made with the 
expreflcd juice of lemons and cedrats; it is fct to thicken over the fire, after 
receiving the addition of a little fugar or honey. It is fent to CoNftTAN** 
TiNOPLE, to Cairo, and into the Black Sea. . The rinds of thefe fruits 
are preferved in fugar or. honey, and are diftributed all over the Levaitt. 

The galls while yet green of a (pecies of willow, falvia pomiferay are 
in like manner preferved in fugar or honey. This fweetmeat is very agree- 
able, much efteemed, and highly ftomachic. The Sciots employ not only 
the galls of the country, but thofe which they receive from the neigh- 
bouring iflands. 

The rofc-tree is alfo an important article of culture, cither from the great 
quantity of conferve of roles which is there made, or from the effential oil 
which is extraded from it. 

Dried figs arc efteemed, and are almoft all fent to Smyrna and to Con- 
stantinople j of thefe the merchants of Smyrna difpatch to Europe, 
as well from Scio as from the coaft of Asia, to the amount of 100,000 
livres {circa 4,1661. fterling)* 
I 

In 
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In moft of the gardens is feen the febeften, whofc oval fruit, a little 
fmaller than a common olive, contains an excellent glue, employed through- 
out the L£VANT for bird-catching. 

A plym-tree called verdajier is here cultivated : its fruit is large, oblong, 

' of a pale green, and of a very agreeable tafte. It ripens in July, and lafts 

fcarcdy three weeks. The inhabitants make it an article of trade: they peel 

the plum, dry it in the fun, pack it up in boxes, and fend it to Smyrna 

and CoKSTANTiNOPLE, where it is fold as high as two piaftres the oke. 

The wax is not fufficient for the great confumption which is made of 
that article in the churches of the countiy: the inhabitants import it from 
Grbecb and Natolia: they alfo import honey for (irups, preferves, and 
fweetmeats which they prepare; that of Greece is the moft efteemed. 

It is reckoned that there are about five hundred looms employed in the 
manu^&ure of (ilk (tuffs : the inhabitants of Scio have fucceeded in imi- 
tating, in fome meafure, our Lyons fdks: but they have copied vrith more 
fuccefs the India filks and cottons, which they alfo draw from Aleppo 
and Damascus. Thofe of Scio are at this day fuperior to thofe of thefe 
two cities, the oldeft manufadluring ones of the Ottoman Empire. They 
alfo make a confiderable quantity of gaitans or filk loops preferable to 
thofe of Constantinople and Bursa. They ferve for the edging and 
buttonholes of the Turkifli dreffes: they alfo plait fbme in gold and in fiiver 
for thofe of the women. There are much fewer looms for the cottons than 
for the lilks. 

The trade of the various cbths manufieidured at Scio is eftimat^ at up- 
wards of 6,000,000 of our livrcs (250,000!. fterling). 
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We (hall not here enter into an enumeration of the articles of natural 
hiftory which this iiland furnifhes in abundance: it will be fufEcient for 
us for the moment to prefent three (hells unknown to naturalifl:s. 

1. The denticulated buHraus (Plate XVII . Jig. 9. a. b.) It refembles, 
in point of form, colour, and bulk, the nonpareil bulimus. The lad volute 
is a little angular and a little more flriated than the other thirteen. The 
mouth would be almoft round if it had not a little pofterior linus: its inner 
rim is entirely denticulated. Two ftronger teeth, which extend inwardly, 
are to be perceived; that which anfwers to the termination of the columella 
is more marked than the other. We found it at the foot of a wall, in a 
garden planted with orange-trees *. 

2. The xvhelk4ike melania (fig. 8.) It lives in the frefli waters of Scio, 
of almoft all the iflands of the Archipelago, of Crete, and of Syria. 
Its form is conical, and its colour dark; it is fmooth, compoTed of eight 
volutes, the laft of which, feen behind, is a little longer than the others takea 
together. The mouth is oblong-oval; the lip is thin and without (inuo(ities. 
The callofity of the columella is white. The extremity of the (hell is a little 
emarginated ^. 

3. In the frcfli waters is alfo found the oriental planorbis, (Plate XVII. 
Jig. II. a. and^^. 11. h.) whofe colour is (imilar to that of the great planorbis 

of Europe; but it differs from it by its face which anfwers ta the mouthy 



* Bulimus denticulatus^f}?/r, paruubu^ ehngatus, /ubtiliur firiatus, rufifitm: mfertmrm earn 
^^i'f/h finu JuhriicuUia^ undifui muiti-ifintaia* 

t MiLANiA baccinoidea htvittrfififmrmsi la^gata, fuliglmja: calb cclitmllari aU^; h^fi 

being 
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• being deeper and the outline of the mouth not being interrupted by the 
convexity of the fecond volute. In this (hell there can feldom be reckoned 
more than three rounded volutes, fcarcely ftriated *• 



• Plakorbis oriencilis parnjulus, fubtrigyratusy gyris itfreJfiufctdU : margint C9nvfxo; facit 
crali defrijjiore ; afertura fukrvali' 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Departure from Scio. — Slay q/ Tchcfme, ^/ Tino, at Andros, at Myco|M» 
at Delos, at Naxia, at Paros, and at Antiparos. 

After having in vain waited three months at Scio, for letters frompA^isi 
after* having tranfmitted to Citizen Descorues fome refledtions on the 
intcrefting countries which we had juft vifited, we refolved to repair to 
Crete, and to examine the iflands and the important places that Ihould 
lie in our route: we Tailed, in confequence, on the 21ft of Floreal (loth of 
May) on board of a Greek boat which we had juft hired, and, in four hours, 
we arrived at TciiesxMe', a fmall town of Asia, fituated almoft oppofitc 
to Scio, at the head of a fpacious road to which art has bad no occasion to 
add in order to make it a gopd harbour. A citadel fomewhat extenfive, 
conftrufted by the Genoefe, runs floping to the fea-fliore, and fecms in- 
tended to fecure from all infult both the town and the harbour. 

Tchesme' is built on the ruins of Crsaus* Its road, formerly famoifs 
from the vidory which the fleet of the Romans there gained over that of 
Antiociius, is not lefs fo, in our days, from the burning and the total 
deftrudtion of the Turkiih fquadron, which happened in 1770. But the 
Romans took advantage of their vidloryj while the Ruffians, matters of the 
fea, and feconded by a good wind, durft not, after this fevent, force their 
way up the Hellespont, and run under the walls of the Seraglio to dic- 
tate to Must AP II A the conditions of peace which they might have impofed 
on him. 

VOL. II. o Geographcri 
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Gecgraj.hers place zi the heau of a bay, two or three kagiics to the north 
of TciiESME, the ar.cient Erythr.^, celebrated for the oracles of the 
Sibyl ; I chofe to proceed thither on foot, while my colleague was purchafing 
at TCi'iESMh', the provifions that we wanted. I lef: on the right the town 
and fome chalky, calcareous hillocks; I traverfed an uneven ground, fields 
in culture, hillocks uncultivated, and, after an hour's journey, I found my- 
fiSf in a I lain that terminated at the bay of which 1 have juft fpoken. I 
faw, at a little diftance from the fea, a fpring rather copious, the water of 
which was harfli and burning : the environs prefented marine fait. A poor 
building flood by the fide of the fpring: I was told that there are bafins 
where a perfon may bathe; I wi(hed to enter them: perceiving fome Turks, 
I retired, and was proceeding towards the fea, when, a moment after, I faw 
two of them, with the yatagan in their hand, advancing towards me; 
threatening me and calling me dog and infidel. I had wkh me only a Greek 
fervant, little capable of 'feconding me, though ftrong as Hercules; but 
I had a fword-cane: this was better. 1 immediately unfheathed my weapon, 
and, in a firm and impofing voice, defired them to be told, that if they 
did not inftantly retire, I would caufe five hundred blows to be given them 
with a ftick, in my prefence, by the aga of Tchesme'. This threat andi 
above all, my fwcrd, made thefe Turks change their tone. " He is a mad- 
*^ man, he is a Frenchman," faid they to each other; " let us leave him 
" alone.'' 

I did not think it prudent to go and' fee the ruins of Erytiirje. I 
gathered feveral interefting plants, and returned to the harbour. 

The tcnitory of Tchesme furnifhes grain and fruit in abundance: a 
little oil and a great many raifins are there gathered. It is from this harbour 
that Scio draws a great part of its fubfiftence, and that it frequently keeps 
up an intercourfc with Smyrna. 

The 
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The next day, the 22d. (nth of May,) we fet faH for Naxia with a 
light breeze from the north. We followed the coaft of Asia, leaving on 
the right two fmall defert iflands; and on the left, Cape Blanco; we faw, 
to the fouth of Scio, the iflct called Fenetico. We perceived diftinftly 
ahead of us, Andros, Tino, Myconi, Nicaria, and Samos: our boat 
was (leering towards Mvconi, where we were in hopes to arrive before dark; 
but, about four o'clock in the afternoon, there appeared, to the north- weft, 
fome clouds which grew bigger and advanced towards us. Our mariners, 
uneafy, were afraid of a fudden and hard fquall; it happened: the north-weft 
wind was violent, but of (hort duration. Our boat was good, and lightly 
laden. They put us down below, laicl over the hatches, and, after having 
lowered all the falls, with the exception of the fore-fail only, they bore up 
and put before the wind. I fuffered by the ftorm fo much the more feverely, 
as I was deprived of air. My colleague was not at all lick; he had feen» 
during his voyage to the auftral ftiores, feas more rough, hurricanes more 
terrible. We remained upwards of an hour in our nook, after which wc 
were allowed to take the air and to participate in the joy of the crew. The 
Wind had lulled and appeared to be getting round to the northward; the 
clouds were difperfing. The failors aiked for wine; we gave them fome, at 
the fame time requefting them to drink with moderation: their ebriety was 
to be feared with the return of bad weather. However, it was very fine the 
reft of the day; the wind died away more and more, the night was ftill, 
part of the crew llcpt : we refted very well, and the next day on our lifing^ 
finding ourfelves very clofe to Tino, we were exceedingly glad to go on 
fliore in order to repofe for a moment. 

We landed, to the eaft, in a fmall roadftead (heltered by calcareous rocks, 
on which we remarked, among other plants, the thornlcfs caper-bufh, whofe 
leaf is thicker and more fucculent than that of the common one. We then 
afcended a hill in order to herborize and fea the interior of the iiland ; after 

o 2 which 
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which we fct fail, and flood on and anchored to the fouthward, in the road- 
ftead, on whofc (hore is built the little town of San Nicolo^ which occupies 
the place of the ancient capital. The citadel is up the country, four miles 
from that fpot, on a very lofty hill, 

Hiftory informs us that the Tinians had furniflied troops to the Greeks at 
the battle of Plat^a; that afterwards they had fubmitted to the Perfians, 
as well as all the inhabitants of the Cyc lades. Tino was united to the 
Empire of the East when the Venetians, in 1207, made themlclves niafters 
of it, and fortified it in fuch a manner that, for a long time, it refifted alone 
all the efforts of the Ottoman forces. 

In 15371 Barbarossa, after having taken Sktro, Patmos, Nro, 
Stampalia, Paros, and fome other iflands of the Archipelago, came 
and attacked it with a confiderable fleet and fome land-forces. H-c had 
already made himfelf mafter of part of the iflands already had fevera) villages 
capitulated; but fome timely fuccours fent from Candia obliged the Turks 
to retire. 

In 1570, Selim II. meditating the cooqueft of CrpRUS, fent confider- 
able forces againft this iffand, then poflfcflTed by the Venetians : the Turkiflt 
admiraF who commanded them, made, in pafling, a defcent on TiNO, 
ravaged the country, burnt fome villages, and laid fiege to the fortrefs. The 
proveditor Paruta defended himfelf with fo much courage, that the Turks 
did not think fit to lofe their time in the conquefl'of an ifland of little impor- 
tance, which could not fail to fall fooner or later into their power. 

TiVD years after, the Turks prefentled themfelves with fix ty ftiips; bat 
tUcy again found the" courage of the inhabitants, and the prudence of the 
governor, obftacles which they were unable to furmount. They retired after 

having 
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having ravaged the ifland anew, and carried off fome flocks, fomc women, 
and fome children. 

In 1684, under Mahomet IV. Morosini beat and handled very 
roughly the Turkifti fleet which had come to attack the ifland for the 
fourth time. But in 1714, under the reign of Achmet III. the ifland fur* 
rendered to Dianum-Coggia, captain-pacha, who had only eleven gallies 
and eight fliips. The proveditor Bernardo Balbi is reproached with 
having made but a feeble rcfiftance, and with having capitulated when he 
ought to have fought and to have waited for the fuccour which the Re- 
public was on the point of fending to him* 

Next to Scio, TiNo is the mod induftrious country of the Archi- 
pelago, becaufe it is the moft free and the mod favoured by the govern- 
ment. No Turk here incommodes the inhabitants by his prefence, or con* 
ftrains them by his authority. The ifland has magiftrates, whom the people 
appoint every yearj and thcfe places, more honourable thin lucrative, fought 
after by ail, are granted to tbofe only who have diilinguiflicd tbexu&lvcs by 
their probity and their attachment to their country. 

Here are reckoned forty towns or villages, which, according to the re- 
gifters of the government, contain a population of fifteen thoufand eight 
hundred foulss namely: ten thoufaiKl Greeks^ and five thoufand eight 
hundred Latins. 

The ifland is divided into two thoufand two hundred hearths, and all the 
lands into four hundred and feventy-four thoufand and fixty-four afpres. 
The afpre is equivalent to a ground-rent value of five piaftres, fo that a field 
valued at a hundred piaftres, is marked twenty afpres in the regifters. Each 

afpre 
I 
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afprc pays at tl;e rale of two parats tax, whrch is levied for the account of 

fetvic TurkilL agis who refidc at Constantinople. 

To complete the total amount of the funis fuGceflively required Jby the 
ToRTE for the captain-pacha and his fuite, and in order to provide for un- 
forefeen difburfements, for the expcjifes of adminiftration and others, the 
inhabitants pay fome additional parats in proportion to the afpres which -they 
poflefs. 

:Every ground-rent property is valued and iafcribed in two regifters^ one 
of which is in the hands of the Latin comptroller, and ^he other in the 
hands of the Greek comptroller. 

In order that the Turkifli agas may not fend a tchocadar to exaft and 
gather their duties, the inhabitants compound with them, and remit them 
their money with the greateft pun<fluality; by this means they avoid the 
expenfes which that agent would occafion, and the extortion which he would 
not fail to exercife in his double quality of MufTulman and a perfon intruded 
with power. 

The total impoft, witTi tlie expenfes, amounts annually to 36,234 piaftres; 
a confidcrable fum, in proportion to the fmall extent of the ifland, but very 
moderate if we confider its population and the induflry of its inhabitants. 

TiNo, in a good harveft, produces fufEcicnt barley for the wants of the 
year. 

Wheat fcarcely affords a fupply for three or four months. 

As 
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As to legumes, the inhabitants gather none but a few broad beans, and 
fome chich-peas, the flour of which they mix, as at Scio, with that of 
wheat to make bread. 

Sheep are in fufficient plenty to admit of being exported annually to 
the value of from 5 to 6000 piaftres* 

No oil is made at Tino: the olives which are there gathered are failed 
and confumcd by the inhabitants.. 

Wine is fufficiently abundant, to furnifli the fupply of the European 
veflels which occafionally anchor in the harbours and roads of the ifland.. 

There are figs, oranges, feveral other fruits and various herbage for the 
wants of the inhabitants: thefe laft are fometimes furniflied to Scio and 
Smyrna. 

Honey and wax, cotton and wool, are generally confumed in the country. 

Silk Is the only article of exportation at all confiderable. A great part 
of the ifland is planted with mulberry-trees, and almoft all the women are 
employed in rearing filk-worms and afterwards in winding the filk off the 
cods. Every year are imported two or three thoufand okes of raw filk, 
generally employed for the loops and firings which are made at Scio, at 
Smyrna, at Constaktinopi e, and clfewherc, for trimming the dreiTes 
of both fcxcs. At Tino, 'and in the Cvcladks, the inhabitants cultivate 
the white mulberry-tree, which they fuffcr to grow at pleafure. 

The lands of the ifland are, in general, not very fertile, except in fome 
plains of no great extent and in fome watered vallies. The inhabitants make 

amends 
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amends for this deficiency by a perfevering labour, and an adivity and in- 
duftry far from common in the eaftern countries. Here the rich man is not 
more idle than the poor man; the one is a merchant, trader, cr agricul- 
turift; the otlier, an artilan, mariner, or labourer. 

Neither do the women remain idle: they occupy themfelvcs with the cares 
-of the family, with the rearing of filk-worms, with rural labours, and the 
day never pafles without their taking the needle or the fpindle, or knitting 
filk flockings, which are in requeft among the Europeans on account of 
their folidity and the goodnefs of their wear. 

The Europeans and the Greets of Smyrna, Constantinople, and 
Salonica, prize highly the fervants of TiNo, efpecially the female domel^- 
tics, becaufe they find them, in general, more handy, more clean, and more 
lioneft than the greater part of thofe of the other iflands of the Archi- 
pelago. Their number is fo confiderable, that every ten, twelve, or 
fifteen days at lateft, there fails, for Smyrna, a boat loaded with young 
women who go to fupply the place of thofe who, after four or five years* 
fervice, return with the intention of marrying, by means of the favings 
which they have made. 

There likewife fails every month a boat for Constantinople, and 
another ever}' year for Salonica. 

The inhabitants of Pyrgos, Isternia, and Cardiani work and fa(hion 
iht marble which they have in their territor}^ for Smyrna, Salonica, 
and Constantinople. Every man gains at this buGnefs, from twenty to 
forty parats a day. 

Andros 
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Andros is feparated from Tixo only by a channel of a mile in width, 
into which vcflcls of burden are afraid to enter, on account of the rocks 
and (hoals which are there fituated. This ifland is about ninety miles in 
circumference, while Tino is fcarcely fixty. Although it is lofty and 
mountainous like this laft, it has in proportion more lands fit for cultivation; 
its plains are fomcwhat more extenfive, equally fertile, and as well watered. 
Here are to be feen fifty villages, and, neverthelefs, its population does not 
exceed twelve thoufand fouls. 

Andros is the appanage of a fultana: a Turkifli waiwode there admi- 
niftcrs the police and watches over the tranquillity of the ifland. It pays 
about 3O9OO0 piastres, as well for the duties of the fultana, as for thofe of 
the captain-pacha. 

Silk is the principal produce of its territory: the quantity which is an- 
nually exported is eftimated at fix thoufand okes. A tolerably large quantity 
of oranges and lemons are alfo exported for Salonica, Athens, and the 
MoREA. The wheat, barley, wine, and oil are generally fufficient for the 
confumption of the inhabitants. The ifland alfo produces legumes, herbage, 
various fruits, honey, wax, and cotton. 

On the morning of the 25fli of Flor6al (14th of May), we failed from 
*he road of San Nicolo, and ran and anchored in that of Myconi, 
diftant nearly twelve miles. The ground which we examined to the north 
and to the fouth of the town, appeared to us entirely of granite. The 
ifland is far from fertile, very uneven, almoft all mountainous, though 
much lefs elevated than Naxos, Andros, and Tino. The town, fituated 
on the fea-fhore, is tolerably large, and contains about four thoufand 
inhabitants: this is the whole population* of Mycoxi. The inhabitants 
are either mariners jot cultivators. They gather barley and wine in a 

^OL. II. p quantity 
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quantity fufBciently large to export fomc every year. The other comma* 
dities are confumed in the ifland. It pays 7*500 piailres by way of impofl.. 

The fame evening, we wifhed to get under (ail, in order to proceed to 
Delos. Our mariners would have preferred lleeping at RTyconi, where 
they had friends^ and where they found good wine, to going to pafs the 
night on the fca-ftiore, or among ruins which infpired them with no intereft^ 
They told us with perfeverance, that Delos and the other defert iilands 
which lie near it, were the refuge of pirates, and that there was much to 
be feared if we rcfoived to fpend the night there. ** Thofc people,'* faid. 
they to us, " do not content themfelves with dripping navigators; they kill 
" them and throw them into the fea, in order to fmothcr their crime and 
" not to be fought after." This argument was, undoubtedly, very good j. 
but fince it was neceflary to pafs the next day between thefe iilands, therc 
was no more danger in going to fleep there that very night. "Drink," faid 
we to thefe poltroons; •* another glafs will give you courage, and let us de- 
" part.*' They afkcd for half an hour, in order to go and look out on the 
heights of the fouth point of Myconi, and, about five o'clock in the. 
evening, we made fail for Little Delos, where we arrived before fun-fet. 

We anchored in a fmall harbour to the weft of the ifland: we had ahead • 
of us two iflets, the Great and the Little Rematiari, and farther on, at^ 
the diftancc of half a league, Great Delos or the Ifland of Rh&nea. We 
regaled our mariners with our Tenedos wine and our Tchesme' provifions» . 
in order to make them amends for the pleafures which they would have 
enjoyed at Mtconi: we recommended to them to keep a good look-out^, 
and we went to take a walk before it grew dark. 

The diforder and confulion exhibited by the ruins of a celebrated city, the. 
veftiges of temples, the remains of palaces^ the rubbi(h of houfes^.ftrike 

^ Md 
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^uid a(loni(h the traveller: his imagination (educes him for fome time: he 
ilill fees Handing the monuments of which there remain no more than the 
traces under his fteps; he takes a pieafure in decorating and embellifhing 
them. Their mafs b doubled; their ornaments are multiplied. He is 
(lopped every moment: ** There is the temple of Diana/' exclaims he: 
^* here is that of Apollo: there it is that the priefts refided.*^ Farther 
on, he difeovers a gymnaiium; he perceives a theatre, a portico; he mea« 
fures the extent of a palace; he fees mutilated llatues: it is the image of a 
god, it is the figure of a hero, it is the portrait of a benefactor. Every 
where pillars, capitals; every where marbles, granites, porphyries, with bafs- 
reliefs, and infcriptions. He cannot embrace fo many objeds at once; he 
can have but one fentimentj that of admiiation. 

But how melancholy are the ideas wliich prefcnt themfelves in their turn ! 
^ What barbarous band,** fays he to himfclf, ** firft carried fire and fword 
^* among objefts confecratcd to the veneration of mankind ? What impious 
^* wretch, with a facrilegious arm, durft demotifti thofe temples which the 
<« gold of nations and the piety of the people erefted and embellilhed? Who 
** could break the ftatue of a beneficent god, of a hero who overthrew the 
** enemies of his country, of a mortal who invented a ufeful art?^ 

Men of feeling! caft a glance on Delos; behold firft that iflandconfc- 
crated to piety, covered with temples, fumptuous edifices, adorned with 
delightful gardens. Figure to yourfelves an immenfe number of people 
landing from all quarters^ bringing the tribute which piety offered to the 
gods through the organ of thepriefls: behold them giving themfelves up 
to joy the moft pure, to pleafures the moft -fwcet 1 Well ! .... all is dcftroyed ! 
all has difappearedl At this day, there no longer exifts any thing but ruins, 
but deferted fields, on which fcem to grow, with regret, a few forry plaots, 
;a few ftunted fhrubn 

> z An 
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An ifland dedicated to immortals, an ifland which received offerings from 
all civilized nations, ought to have a miracubus origin. Floating for a long 
time at the mercy of the winds, Delos, according to feble, was fixed by 
the voice of Neftune, in order to receive the miftrefs of Jitpiter^ who 
was purfued by the anger of Jung in heaven and on earth. Latona, 
under the form of a quail, brought forth Apollo and DtAKA at the foot 
of a palm-tree, and the venom of the ferpent which threatened her, remained 
without effedl, and could not endanger her life. 

This ifland is not elevated like Tino^ Naxos, and Myconi, Every 
where fchiftofe. or granitical, it exhibits no trace of a volcano, nothing that 
can explain, by the laws of phyfics, the wonders which the Greeks hav« 
tranfmittcd to us refpefting it. Mount Cynthcts is, to the obferver, no 
more than a. hill of granite, of which it would be unneceflary to fpeak,.did- 
not every thing in this place bring back recolledions, and deferve to fix tht 
looks of the man. of curioiity. . 

On the 26th (15th of May), before we continued our route for Naxia, 
we wifhed to touch at the eaft part of the Ifland of Rhenea: we paflTed at 
«a early hour between the Great and the Little REMATiARit and we landed 
at the place where the ground is ftill ftrewn with ruins and tombs *. It is- 
well known that, the Ifland of Rhenea became the^ place of interment, of. 
the inhabitants of Delos, when» under thearchon £itthvdemus» it was* 
confidered as indecent that. a (acred land Ihould longer receive the dead 
bodies of mortals. . 

The Ifland of Rheiiea» or Great D&los» is by no means elevated; 
tolerably fertile, and very fit every where for the culture of the vine and 

• A dettileddercription of the mktof JPkiltf it lo bt/oiad lA the works of SfOii» Tova*. 
liiioaTj and M* 01 Cjioiisvl^ Ire... 
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the oUvC'trce, Though it is rather extenfive, no inhabitants arc to be fcen : 
tliofe of My CON I go thither to fow the lands the mod fertile, and feed a 
few flocks. In no place did we fee the lentifk and the turpentine-tree, fo 
beautiful and fo common. Our mariners, on landing, haflened to cut down 
feveral of thefc trees for the purpofe of renewing their (lock of wood.. 

At one o'clock in the afternoon, we continued our route with a light 
breeze from the north, and, in four or five bours^ we caft anchor, in the har- 
bour of Naxi A, fituated on the weft. fide of the ifland, facing Paros. This 
harbour, formerly capable of containing thirty gallies, was clofed by a 
jetty which may be diftinflly perceived when the fea is fmootb. It is 
at prefent feveral feet under water, and, neverthelefs, the fmall craft of the 
country lie there in fafety in all feafons. Ships of burden may anchor, in 
iummer, oflTthe harbour, under (belter of the rock,^.on which are ft ill to- 
be feen the remains of the. temple of Bacchus *: but^^in winter, navigators 
would not dare to expofe themfelves there; they Would,, with rcafon» be 
afraid of being driven on the coaft with a wind rather ftrong from the north*^ 
weft. 

The town ftands on aiv eminence by the fn-fide: it was defended, under 
the Venetian princes, by a citadel and by^^ walls, which the Turks have, la 
a great meafure, deftroyed. TheLatins,. formerly, mafters of the country, 
are all lodged within their enclofure. The Greeks occupy the part which 
extends to the eaftward of thecaftle, . known by the name of the New Town, 

The ancient city extended to the norths towards the fountain which bears 
the name ofARiADME. There are alfo, below the caflle> fome remains of a 

• Set the drawing wUck M. Dt Caoiiivii hat givea of iu V^^p tUtrnffm dt U Qria^ 
pl.aj- 
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fubtcrraneous aqueduft, that probably brought to the town the waters dF 
a copious fpring which is feen four or five miles to the eaft, and which at this 
day ferves to water a part of the plain of Naxi a, 

Ariadne's fountain is no moiie than a fimple (Ireamlet of water, to which 
travellers would pay no attention, did it not remind them that this is the 
fpot where Ariadne abandoned herfelf to all the defpair of a forfaken 
miftrefs: It is from this 0iore that Ihe perceived the veflcl which was 
bearing her lover far away from her; it is on the brink of this fountain, 
where (he came every day to flied tears, and that Bacchus, no lefs touched 
by her misfortunes than ftruck by her beauty, fuccecded in confoling her, 
and in making her forget an ungrateful mam 

Bacchus bad a temple at Naxos : the gate and tlie foundations of it are 
ftill to be feen on a fmall ifland in the vicinity of Ariadne's fountain ♦• 
A bijdge, built on a (bring of rocks, it is faid. Joined this illand to the large 
one, and permitted aa aqueduft to bring thither the water neceflary for the 
priefts who inhabited the enclofure of the temple. 

In digging lately the foundations of a houfe and of a ftorehoufe towards 
the fca-fhore, to the northward of the cafUe, there was found a ftatue of a 
woman, of a tolerably handfome form. The head and the feet were wanting; 
the body had faffesed in feme places, but the neck and a part of the drapery 
were in pretty good prefervation. We faw it in the court-yard among filth* 
The mailer of the houfe fet on it no great value: he had been fereral timet 
tempted to break it, in order to employ the pieces in the confbii&ion je£ 
his houfe. 



• TouaNBroR.T. Fltfagi an Livant» yoh l. p. 219. 
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Oh the north Hde of the iiland is found a coloflal ftatue of Apollo, 
likewife imperfeft, which the fculptor appears to have abandoned anciently: 
it is in the neighbourhood of the quarrjr from which the block .bad been 
taken. 

Naxos, like the other iflands of the Archipelago, has experienced 
all the viciffitudes of fortune. Too weak to be long independent, it was 
fucccffivcly in alliance with the Athenians, conquered and ravaged by the 
Pcrfians, tributary to the Romans, ceded to Rhodes by Mark Anthony, 
afterwards fubjed to the emperors of the East, a long time governed by 
Venetian princes, and at length united to the Ottoman Empire under the 
reign of Seljm IL 

The Naxiot rave preferved the precious advantage of being governed by> 
their own laws and cuftoms: they have a municipal adminiftration, and 
judges of their own eledlion. The little importance of their ifland, and 
its remotenefs from the coaft of Asia, have not permitted the Turks to 
eft&blifti themfclves there. The Porte contents itfelf with fending thither 
a waiwode to exercife the police, to gather the taxes^ and remit them to> 

G0KSTANTlK0Pt£« 

Naxos, more free and more independent than Scio, is, neverthelcfs> 
very far from having attained the degree of profperity at which the latter 
has arrived. Trade there is not fufficiently brilk; the culture of the lands 
is too much negleded, and the mduftry of the inhabitants is almoft null. 
Ought we attribute the caufe to the contempt which the nobles, poffeffors 
c^ the bed grounds, manifeft for labour, a contempt which has unfortunate!/ 
Teached almod every clafs of citizens? 



Rroud 
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Proud of their ancient nobility, poor and haughty, alike diTdaihTng 
commerce and agriculture^ ftrangers to the military art, thefe noblemen, 
defcended from the firfl; Italian families, fee pafs infenfibly, into plebeian 
hands, their ruinous manfions, their lands almofl: uncultivated, without 
thinking of repairing, by labour, the lofles which an unforefeen accident, 
or (heir own mifconduifl, not unfrequently occafions them. 

The population of the ifland, according to the remarks which the prin- 
cipal inhabitants communicated to us, exceeds ten thoufand fouls. The 
town contains nearly two thoufand: the reft are fcattered throughout forty - 
one villages. The taxes which it pays for the lands, the karatch, and the 
cuftoms, amount to near forty purfes, or 40,000 livres (circa 1,666 1. fterl- 
ing^, exclufive of fome difburfements which it is obliged to make annually, 
when the captaiu-pacha is lying at anchor with bisiquadfon in the harbour 
of Trio, or Dr^io, in the Ifland of Paros. 

The number of /catholics is daily diminiftiing: there are -reckoned fcarcely 
fix hundred fettled in the town. This does not prevent them from ftill 
having an archbifliop, a coadjutor, fix canons, a reftor, and feveral curates. 
They have alfo a houfe of Lazarifts for the education of youth, a convent 
of Capuchins, a convent of Cordeliers, and a convent of cloiftered nuns. 
The number of the Greeks, on the contrary, is increafing, and their clergy 
are much lefs numerous and more rich .than thofe of the Latins. Here 
all religious ceremonies are performed with the greateft pomp and the greateft 
freedom. The Porte gives itfelf little concern about what paflTes in the 
ifland, provided the impoft be regularly paid, and that all bend at the fight 
vof the moft infignificant of its oflicers* 

Naxia would be one of the moft agreeable places of refidence in the Ar- 
rCff i^ELAGO, did BOt the inhabitants, too idle, pull each other to pieces. 

and 



OTTOMAN EMPIRE. ) IS 

and did not the clergy of the two churches, too numerous for fo confined a 
place, themfelves foment hatred and encourage difcord. The (Iranger pre* • 
fently perceives that the priefts of the two religions govern this country 
with a rod of iron, and^ without intending it« render the inhabitants more 
malicious than devout^ more litigious» more quarreifome» than juft and 
humane. 

The iiland is covered with high mountains, whofe bafe is Ichiftofe or 
granitical. White marble and hard calcareous (lone lie every where on the 
fchiftus, and give birth to a great number of fprlngs, which water and ferti- 
lize the plains. The highed of thefc mountains is that of Jupiter^ which 
the inhabitants call DUf or Zu. We went thither with the agent of the 
Republic: it lies three leagues to the eaft of the town. We faw, as we 
pafled, the marble that bears the infcription of which Tourkefort has 
ipoken. We penetrated into a gorge fomewhat deep, and we arrived at a 
grotto of beautiful white marble^ which many travellers have vifited, to judge 
£rom their names engraved at the entrance and in the iniide. 

This grotto, which the inhabitants of Naxia regard as a facred fpot, 
whither the Bacchants of the country come to celebrate their feflivals and 
their myfteries, at this day prefents nothing remarkable* In the infide, 
are to be feen (taladites, funilar to all thofe of calcareous grottoes; decayed 
fragments in different places; fome blocks of marble detached: on the outfide,r 
a place extremely folitary, little verdure, the fummit of the mountain of 
Jupiter almoft perpendicular, a pretty fpccies of campanula* on the 
clefts of the rocks ; a little farther, a few oaks» and a great many trilobate- 
leaved maples^. 

•• It is reprefented by Tovrnefort. -f^syage om InmMi, toL i. p. 24J. 
t Jeer curiam. 

»oi„.ii, u Tlic 
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Tlic xjpper part of the mountain is inacceffible on that fide: wc naadc thcr 
tauT cf it; and, after fevcral hours of fatigue, we reached tb« fummit, 
prccifeSy at the place where Nointel, French anibailador at Constan- 
tinople, caufcd his name to be engraved, together with an infcription^ 
which time has already effaced. Nothing fo beautiful as the horizon which 
prcfented itfelf to us: we had under pur eyes a bird's-eye view of the 
ifland, and diftinguiflied the greater part of its mountains : we were made to 
obferve Co2?OKO, which took its name from the nymph Coronis, nurfe to 
Bacchus. Every where fertile plains, watered vallies, villages well built^, 
chapels in good condition, formed a contraft: with whitiih rocks and arid 
hills, and compofed various pidures on which our eyes could not remain 
iixedj fa beautiful, fo impoflng was the profpeft of the fea and its iilands. 

Our looks were direfted, in fpite of ourfelves, over a great number of 
iflands more or lefs lofty, more or lefs cxtenfive. To the north, we had 
Myconi: beyond that we faw, to the north north-weft, Tino and Ax- 
PROs; SiRA and Jura were detached below: we difcovered, to the north- 
weft, Serpho, Thermia, and 2^as to the weft, Paros, Antiparos, 
and SiPHANTo; to the fouth-weft, Argentiera, Burnt Island, and 
MiLo: Nio and Samtorin were to the fouth; PoLiCANaRO and Sikino 
to the fouth fouth-weft; Amorgo and Stampalia, to the fouth-eaft; 
Calmino and Lero, to the. eaft; Patmos and Nicaria, to the north- 
eaft; in ftiort, in almoft every direction, we faw fome. iilets and fome 
fcattered rocks, which can be intereftiug to none but navigators. 

We met with fome flocks on the ixick of the mountaia: they confifted of 
the little flieep of Italy and of Provence> with (hort and coarfe wooU 
and of a fmall fpecies of goat, of which the poor eat the fleft), but of which 
the rich cftccm only the kids. We faw nothing more wild than the (hep- 
berds^ nothing more unfociable than their women. They.w^ie very far from 

refrmfaiing 
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rcfcmblmg thofc that forpierly inhabited Mount Ida, the beautiful valley 
of Tempe, or the flowery banks of the Meander. Wc had fomc difficulty 
in obtaining a few glafles of niilk^ of which we were much in want: we 
were obliged to beg for a long time, and pay beforehand. But is it their 
fault if they are rude and miftruftful ? They have fo frequently heard the 
Turks fpoken of, that they think all men with whom they aj« not acquainted, 
.are as unjufl: and malignant as they are. 

The women of Naxia, in imitation of thofe of Scio, take a pkafure in 
holding in their mouth an inodorous fubftance which their ifland produces: 
they chew it, and turn it about in every way, as. the others do maftic. The 
plant which furniflies it is known to botanifts by the nanic of atractylis 
gummifera: it does not grow iiigh, and flowers at the end of the lummer. 

This fubftance has been improperly called g'^m: on fubiefting it to fomc 
experiments, it appeared to me rather to con(^- nearer to refin than gum, or, 
to fpeak more correftly, it is a peculiar fubftance, which comes nearer to 
claftic gum than to any other. Citizen Desfontaines obferved that the 
Arabs and Moors gather it in the environs of Algiers, and make it into 
glue; but he is ignorant of the proceedings which they employ. The root of 
this plant affords an aliment equally wbolefome and nutritious. 

The hills and rifing grounds of Nax OS are covered with myrtles, arbutufes, 
lentiiks, hypericums, favories, thorny brooms, leguminous Qirubs, and feveral 
fpecies of rock* rofes, among which are to be remarked, in great plenty, that 
which furniflies the labdanum. The rivulets are bordered by oleanders, 
agnus-caftufes, and plane-trees. As the feafon was advancing, our col- 
Icdion of plants was Icfs confiderable than at Scio. We found, however, 
on the rocks, the ftirubby Cretan pink, and a beautiful fpecies of centaury* 
remarkable from its purple and very large flowers.i from its downy leavjes, 

Q z Ivrc- 
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lyre-(hapcd at the lower part of the ftalk, and oval at the upper part, witfr 
one or two oppofite teeth towards their bafe. The fcales of the calyx are 
ciliate, and the plant is from one foot to two feet high *. 

In the eaft part of the iilahd is feen a mine, tolerably abundant, of com- 
mon emery, which fome Englilh Ihip-captains purchafe, as they pafs, at a 
very low price. This metallic fubfta-nce would be much more fuitable Xo 
French captains, who ballaft with ftones their Ihips loaded with oil or cotton. 

We found in moft of the rivulets a crab, whurh we met with again at 
Aleppo, in Mesopotamia, and in Persia: we Ihall' give the figure and 
the defcriptioMDf it elfewhere.. 



The ftay which we madie in the country with the agent of tlie Republic 
afforded us an opportunity of obferving the proceedings of the cultivators, 
relative to caprification. It confifts fimply in placing on the fig-trees which 
produce only the fecond fig, the fpecies known by the name oi ^gjtoxcersi 
or firft figs, which appear and ripen a month or a month and' a half before 
the others. The fecond figs ripen, as is well known, towards the end of 
Thermidor, and fucceed each other without interruption tiU the end'of Ven** 
d^miaire, and even later. The Greeks firing together ten or twelve of thefc 
firft figs, and fufpend them in different parts of the fig-tree whofe fruits 
they wifli to fecundify. This operation, of which fome authors, both an- 
cient and modern, have fpoken with admiration, appeared to me nothing 
more tlian a tribute which man paid to ignorance and to prejudices. In fa(5^, 
in many countries of the Levant, caprificatibn is not known: it is not at 
all made ufe of in Italy, Francs, or Spain: it has l6ng been neglefted 



• Centauiba atro-porpurea cmljdhus ciliatis, foUit imftrimhus fyratii, fufmns cv^^, 

in 
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m fome iflands of the Archii»elago, where it was formerly pradVifed, and, 
ncverthelefs, every where are procnred figs very good to be eaten. If this 
operation were ncceflary, whether the fecundation were to be efFeded by the 
feminal powder, which might be fcattered and introduced alone by the eye 
of the fig, or whether Nature, in order to tranfmit it from one fig to another, 
(hould make ufe of a little cynips, as has been commonly imagined, it may 
eafily be conceived that thefe &r& fig» in flower could not fecundify at the 
fame time thcfe which have attained a certain fize,. and thofe which fcarcely 
appear, and which do not ripen till two months after the others^ 

Let us leave all the marvellous of caprification, and acknowledge, accord*- 
ing to obfervation, that it mud be ufeiefs,, fince every fig contains fome male 
flowers towards its eye, capable of fecundifying all the female flowers of the 
infide; and that, befides, this fruit may grow, ripen, and become excellent 
to be eaten, whea even the feeds are not fecundified^ 

The inhabitants of Naxos cultivate the vine at the foot of the rifing 
grounds, and in the plains which are not watered. Their wine is, in general, 
of indifferent quality,, becaufe they make it ill, and know not how to preferve 
it. This wine is all confumed in the country: it feldom happens that Eu- 
ropean veflels take in. any in pafling. 

The ifland furnifhes wheat, kidney-beans, garden-beans, and a few other 
I^umes for the wants of the year* 

Barley is in. much greater plenty: tea or twelve thoufand quintals arc aa-» 
Dually exported. 

Oil, in^a favourable feafon, may amount to the value of from 39 to 
40,900. livres: it is of indifferent quality. 

Oranges^ 
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Oranges, lemons, bergamot-citrons, arc not fo plentiful as they might b^^ 
becaufc there is no town fuiHcicntiy confiderable within reach for a great con- 
fumption. Constantinople is too far diftant: Smyrna and Salonica 
have them in their territory, and receive, belides, thofe of Scio. This 
Urticlc procures, however, every year^ from 12 to 15,000 livres. 

The peaches, apricots, pomegranates, pears, plums, walnuts, almonds, 
and Bgs, are confumed in the ifland* 

Naxos has Iheep and goats for the wants of the inhabitants, a few fmall- 
fized oxen for bufbandry, together with mules and afTes for draught. The 
wool is of bad quality, like all that of the Archipelago, and is confumed 
in the country. 

Cheefe is an article of exportation fomewhat confiderable: it amounts to 8 
or 10,000 livres: it is fent to Constantinople, Smyrna, and Salonica, 

Cotton is little cultivated : a few private perfons gather it for (lockings, 
caps, and fome coarfe cloths, which are made in the family. It i3 the fanoLC 
with filk and flax. 

The honey and wax are confumed in the ifland* 

To the fouth of the town is a fmall faltern, where a few cargoes of iait 
are made for the capital. The Porte has taken poflTeflion of it, and farms 
out its produce to the cuftom-houfe officer. The fait is nearly all fold to 
the inhabitants, at the rate of two livres for fixty pounds. 

We were not willing to quit Naxia without making an excurfion to 

Paros, without examining its mountains of marble, without feeing its 

3 harbours. 
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harbours, without taking a look at its inhabitants. This iiland, formerly one . 
of the mod important of the Cyclades, had ftill a population fomewhat 
confidcrable when it was fubjeded to the Ottoman Empire by Barbarossa; 
but it has fuffercd to fuch a degree fince that epoch, by the pillage of the 
Turks, by the defpotifm of the government, and by the (lay which the 
fquadron of the captain-pacha makes there every year, that its inhabitants 
have imperceptibly difappeored, and that it no longer prefents at this day any 
thing but uncultivated fields and villages partly deftroyed. During the war 
of Candia, the Venetians alfo greatly contributed to its depopulation, by 
ravaging it, and deftroying almoft all the olive-trees, which conllituted its 
principal wealth,., 

PARoa-had dill fix thou£ind iahabitant^ at the beginning of the century: 
at the prefent day there are reckoned fcercely two thoufand. The European 
confuls have withdrawn from it long fince; the catholics have fled, and the 
Greeks who remain, idle and wretched, fee' themfclves expofed every year to 
the fticfc of the officers of the captain-pacha's fquadron, to the fword of the. 
iailors, to the rapacity. of all- 

Paros lies two leagues to the weft of NAxos: its extent as not nearfo 
confiderable^ but.it has in pric^ortion a mucli greater quantity of lands fit 
for culture. Its mountains are lefs elevated, its rifing grounds lefs arid, and: 
its plains would be as fertile, if they were a^ well watered. . 

The harbour of Navssa^ fituated to the north, is one of the fineft and 
moft fpacious in the Archipelago. Here are (liU to be feen the lemains 
of the batteries which the Ruffians had eredted for defending its entrance, 
when, mafters of the AKCiiiPfLAGO in their war before the lait with the 
Tiirks, they bad made Paros the depot .of thw. foiQC^^ 



This 
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This harbour is unwholefome in autumn and towards the end of the fum- 
cicr, on account of fomc marlhes which arc fituated at the head of it. 
The Ruffian army fufTercd from them to fuch a degree, that it was obliged 
to quit the place, after having loft a great number of failors and foldiers. 

There arc three harbours on the caft fide of the ifland : the firft, called 
Port Santa Maria, towards the north point, is Ihcltercd, by fomc iflands, 
from winds from the north and fouth; but it is open to the north-eaft, 
which prevents (hips from frequenting it in winter. 

The harbour of Marmora lies in the middle. Near there is feen Fort SjNt 
jNTomOf in which Venieri, prince of the ifland, fuftaincd for a long time 
all the efforts of Barbarossa. He gave up this important poft only becaufc 
the garrifon were in want of every thing, and perifliing with thirft and 
hunger. 

The harbour of Trio lies lower down: it is, like the firft, flicltcred by 
fomc iflands, but open to fouthcrly winds. The captain pacha remains at 
anchor here every year for upwards of a month, till the return of the gallics 
and fmall veflels which he difpatches to the neighbouring iflands, in order 
.to colle<3; the impoft to which they are fubjed* 

There is only one harbour to the weftward, at the head of which the 
principal town is built. Veflels of burden anchor without, under flicker of 
fomc iflets, as well as in the narrow channel that feparates Paros from An- 

TIPAROS. 

The modern town is built on the ruins of the ancient. At this day it i$ 
no more than a wretched village, while it was formerly one of the largeft, 
richeft, and handfomeft cities of the Archipelagos and what comes to 

the 
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the fuppdrt of the tcftlmony of the ancient authors, are the fragments of 
cornices, capitals, and pillars, which are fecn fcattered about, or which arc 
to be remarked in the walls of the modern houfes and churches* 

Marpesusj fituated to the weftward of the harbour of Marmora, is the 
moft lofty mountain in the illand: this it is that furniflied more particularly 
the marble which the Greeks drew from Paros. Near an ancient quarry, 
here is ftill to be feen the bafs -relief fketched on a rock of which Tourne- 
FORT has fpoken, and of which M. de Choiseul has given a drawing. 

Antiparos, known formerly under the name of OuARoSy ^s remarkable 
only for the extent of its grotto, all the details of which may be confulted 
in the two authors that I have juft quoted. But ought it to be confidcrcd 
as a quarry from which marble was extraftcd for a length of time, or as a 
vaft cavity, fuch as naturally exift In moft calcareous mountains? The 
filence of authors leaves us in fufpence, and the infpeftion of the Ipot aP 
fords us no greater information in this refpcS:. * 

The inhabitants' of thefe two iflands gather, for the wants of the year, 
wheat, barley, wine, fefamum, and fome legumes. Cotton is the moft con- 
fiderablc produAion, and the only one that furniflics the inhabitants with 
the ilieans of paying their impoft, and of procuring themfelves fuch com- 
modities as they are in need of. Fruits and herbage would be an article 
fomewhat important, did not the Turks, who anchor at Trio, frequently 
take pofleffion of them by main force, or require them at a very low price. 
Thefe two tflaods pay fomething more than 8,000 piaftres by way of impoft. 
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CHAPTER VrU. 

Departure from Naxos. — Stay at Nio. — Productions and imbiftry of it^ 
inhabitants. — Departure from that ifland. — View of Sikinos and Phole- 
gandros. — Arrival at Cimolis. — Fear qf the inhabitants. — Defcription of 
this volcanic ifland.— Origin of Cimnlian earth.— Digging infome ancient 
fepultures.— Shooting cxcurjion to Polino- — Serpents and xctild goats of 
that ifland. 

In the afternoon of the 20th of Mcffidor (8th of July) we failed from 
Naxia} and, in a few hours^ by means of the northerly wind, which blows 
itgularly in fummer over the Archipelago, we caft anchor in the harbour 
of Nio. The diftance from the one ifland to the other is fcarccly fout 
leagues; but, from the one harbour to the other, it is reckoned at lead 
eight. That of Nio is on the fouth fouth-weft fide of the ifland, and that 
of Naxia is on the weft, as we Have already mentioned. 

The town is half a league fiom the harbour, on an eminence : it is toler* 
ably well built, and appears to occupy the lite of the ancient one;, for fome 
remiuns of old walls are ftill to be perceived in its weftern quarter. 

The ifland, anciently known under the name of io5, is lofty, mountainous, 
and interfered by fome vallies, and fbme plains not very extendve : it is not 
near fo fertile as Faros, and is little more than forty miles in. circuit. Its 
bafe is every where fchiftofe or granitical, and the greater part of its moun- 
tains are calcareous. 

The 
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The population of Nio amounts to three thoufand fcvcn hundred fouls, 
all of the Greek church. There are at this day no more than two catholic 
families, including that of the agent of the French nation j which is the 
reafon that public tranquillity is never difturbed there, as in moft of the 
other iflands of the Archipxlago, by the underhand dealings and intrigues 
of the Greek priefts, every where jealous of the protedion which Fuance 
grants to the Latin churches. 

Nio pays to the captain-pacha near 9,000 piaftrcs, including prefents 
and other cuftomary expenfes. A Greek waiwode, appointed by the Pobtf, 
is charged with the coUeftion of the impoft. He is alfo to keep good order, 
and adminifter juflt^e, cor^joifitly with fix primates, whom the inhabitants 
eledt every year in a general affembly. 

This ifland, of too little extent to be fufScient for its own wants, has 
almoll always experienced the lot of the other Ctc lades. Hiftory would 
make little mention of it, if Homer, pafling from Samos to Athens, had 
not anchored in its harbour, and died there a few days after. The inha- 
bitants haftened to ered to him a tomb, no veftige of which has been re- 
mainiDg for a long time paft. 

Moft of the medals of Nio bear 9 palm* tree on their reverfe. This tree 
is no longer cultivated in the ifland: it is even rather fcarce in the Archi- 
pelago, and thofe which we faw at Scio, in Crete, and at Naxos, have 
never yielded fruits that have arrived at maturity. The climate is not 
fufficiently warm to 9AWLt of it. We (hail even remark, that the date ripens 
with difficulty in Egypt, when the tree is too much expofed to the cool 
iea-breeze. 

R 2 Almoft 
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■ Almoft all the inhabitants of this ffland are cultivators : very few among- 
them are mariners or merchants: aAive and laborious, they turn to pretty 
good account a foil naturally far from fertile. They ncglcdt nothing t« 
obtain manure, and to water the grouncb iotend^ to fupply then> with 
herbage and fruits. 

When the labours of the country are finiflied or interrupted, the women 
employ themfelves in fpinning the cotton which they gather, and in knitting 
(lockings and caps which they Icll to their dealers, or to ftrangers who land 
on the ifland. We never appeared in the ftreets without feeing women 
running up from all quarters, who came co offer us fomc, and who frequently 
fatfgued us by the perfeverancc which, they difplayed in getting us to purchafe 
them. •' 

This Ibve of work enables the inhabitant* of Nio to^difchafge the impofl: 
with punftuality, and procurcs^ to all a competence which one would not 
imj^ine them to enjoy at firft fight. Here, as. well as throughout the OttOf 
man Etnpire, long and unfortunate experience has taught the tributary fub* 
jcfts, that they muft not exhibit too nuich comfort, ftill lefs make a difplay 
of wealth : not only would the taxes be prefently incrq^fed,. but the cupidity 
of fome officer of the Porte might not be fatiated except by the ruin of ail 
the inhabitants. The Turks, indeed, allow the infidels to live,, provided 
they fiiff^r to be fnatched from them ev^iy thing that exceeds* the firft wantt 
of life. 

The iftandfurnilhes wine, not only to all its inhabitants, bt>t alfeito tfaoft 
veflels whtch anchor in the harbour. 

In a good feafon are gathered as much as fifty thoufand okes of oil> of in^^ 
different quality. 

The 
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The wheat, barley, and legiimes,. arc generally fufEdent only for the con^ 
fumption of nine or ten months* 

Eveiy year are exported^ for Ancoka and Venice, from eight to ten 
tfeoufand ekes of cotton, independently of a great number of ftockings and 
caps, whidi paf^ into Italy and' into tlie Black Sea. There are likewifc 
made fome cotton cloths, which are confumed iathe ifland. 



A fmall quantity of wax and honey is exported. 



Here are bred four hundred fmaH-fizcd* oxen, fix thoufand goats, and 
three hundred ftieep. Chccfe is an article of importation of little import^ 
ance.. 

We ftaid but three diys at Nio: a- fmall Ragnfair veffel being on the 
point of departure for Argentiera, wc determined to embark on board 
of her, and repair with her- to that ifland. We fet. fail on the 24th of 
Meflidor fi2tH of July) at break of day, with a light breeze from the fouth- 
caft, which permitted us to get to windward as much as was neceflary for 
pafling to the northward of Sixmos. A calm afterwards detained us upwards 
of three hours a mile from that ifland^ tfll the north wind, which blew, as 
ufual, about nine o'clock in the* morning, allowed us to purfue our route. 

SiKiNos lies fevcn or eight miles to>the weft'-foutb-weft of Nio, This 
Hland is lbfty» mountainous, of fmall extent, and contains, as we were in* 
formed, but two hundred inhabitants.. It has ilo harbour, and is little fre- 
quented at the prefent day by Europeans. Its* produdions confift of wheat, 
barley, wine, cotton, and fruits. It pays about z^ooo piaftres to the cap- 
tain-pacha. 



Wc 
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We prefently perceived, three or four leagues to the fouth, Policakdro, 
formerly Pholega^dros^ an ifland a little fmallcr, and fomewhat lefs pro* 
duftive, than Sikinos. A moment after, we difcovered the little defcrt 
ifland formerly called Lagusa^ and by the modern Greeks Cardiotissa, fitu- 
ated nearly at an equal diftance from Sikinos and Policandro. Five 
or fix leagues to the northward we left Siphanto, formerly known under 
the name of Siphkos; and we anchored in the road of Argemtiera about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, in fix fathoms water. Our mariners let go 
but one anchor, and carried a mooring to the (hore, as the anchorage is 
very fafe in fummer, and as it is, befides, flieltered in all feafons by BuRNt 
Island, which lies two miles off. (Sec Plate VI.) 

In the evening we repaired, with the captain, two fcrvants, and two 
failors, to the village fituated on a height, a mile from the coaft. We were 
greatly furprifed, on our arrival, to find the inhabitants under arms, and 
above all to fee them level their pieces at us, in order to prevent us from 
advancing. We inquired after the French agent, an old feaman, whom 
the nation has placed here to ferve as a pilot to the (hips of war which enter 
the Archipelago. They then interrogated us; and, on our anfwers, war* 
fare was no longer in queftion. The primates laid afide their arms, came to 
us, apologized, and not only invited us to enter their town, but alfo offered 
us every thing thatinight lay in their power. 

We were not long in difcovcring the caufe of this general alarm : our 
unexpe<fled appearance at thfs towu abqut fix or feven o'clock in the evening, 
Ati numbers which figar doubled, triple^i pertiaps, had made the unfortunate 
inhabitants apprehend the cctitfn of Ihe cobbers who not long fince had come 
to plunder theoi.. 
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Wc were informed that twenty Mainots had furprifed them on a holiday^ 
h iJe they were drinking and diverting themfelves; and that, after having 
fecured the fmall number of men in a condition to defend themfelves, thcj^. 
had entered fucce/fively into all the houfes, and had thence carried off the 
mod valuable effedts: they had puflied their cruelty fo far as to torture, in 
A thoufand ways, the old men, the women,, and the children, in order to 
make them confcfs the place where their money was concealed. This fcenc 
of horror lafted a whole night. The veffel which had brought thefc 
^ainots, fet fail the next morning without the inhabitants of Argenti- 
ERAy. who were unarmed, being able to do any thing more than deplore 
their melancholy deftiny, and to addrefs prayers to Heaven that thefc 
robbers might be fwallcwed up* with all their booty, by the foaming billows. 

The Nfeinots, or Magnots, are Greeks who inhabit the fouth part of the , 
MoREA, the environs of Sparta, and more particularly the part which ex- 
tends from MisiTRA to C^ Matapan. Feeble remains of the Laceda- 
monians, they are as ardent as their anceftors in defending their liberty, and 
in maintaining their independence. The Turks have fomctimes obtained a 
trifling tribute from them, without ever having been able to fubdue them 
entirely. Cultivators or (Kepberds, mariners or pirates, according to wants 
and circumftances, they are always ready to quit the fmall towns which they 
occupy on the Gulfs of Coron and of Colokythia, for the purpofe of 
penetrating into the interior of the country, and eftablifhing themfelves on 
the mountains. 

With this energ)% and this love of liberty, one regrets to fee among them 
robbers, who, not content with making war on the Turks that have un- 
juftly difpoffeffed them of a part of their territory, alfo go fometimes to 
plunder the unfortunate Greeks of the fmall iflands of the Archipelago, 

5 whom 
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whom a fame interell and a fame religion fliould rather unite againft their 
common enemies, 

« 

Argentiera, anciently known under the name of C/mol/5, received 
the name that it bears at this day on our charts, from a mine of filver, 
which is faid to have been worked a long time with fuccefs. In the inten- 
tion of fatisfying our curiofity in this refpcdt, we queftioned the agent of the 
Republic, the primates, and fome of the inhabitants. They all anfwered 
us, that they had, indeed, heard the old men fpeak of it, but that the 
thunderbolt which had fallen on it, had no longer left any traces of it. 
The refearches which we made on this fubjeft, during our (lay in the 
ifland, were fruitlefs : we faw nothing that had the fmailcft appearance of a 
mine; fo that we (hould doubt its exiftence, if the awkward anfwer of thc^ 
inhabitants had appeared to us di&ated only by the intereft which they 
have in concealing it from the Turks, who would be tempted, perhaps, to 
work it, if it came to their knowledge; which would attraft them to the 
ifland, and be a perpetual caufe of extortion^ 

The hiftory of this iiland is confounded with that of Milo, whofe lot it 
has always followed, and to which it is, befides, very near. It is little more 
than eighteen miles in circumference, and its population is two hundred 
fouls. Arid, mountainous, and vdcanic, neither plains, valiies, nor watered 
lands, are to be feen throughout its whole extent ; nor any thing, in a word, 
that can render it an abode in the lead agreeable to the inhabitants. Some 
fcattered vines, very few olive and mulberry trees, a great many uncultivated 
lands, very few which are fit for the culture of barley, wheat, and cotton: 
this is what Argentiera at firft prefents to the eye of the traveller; but 
the trace of the fubterraneous fires which have afted on it, fometimes with 
flownefs, fometimes in a violent manner, merit, no doubts to fix for a few 
moments the attention of the naturalifl;. 

The 
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The town is fituatcd on a rock of red porphyry, very little changed by 
the aiflion of fire. The texture of this porphyry is hard, and yet fufceptible 
of a tolerably handfome polifh ; but. the felfpar, which is difTeniinated in it 
m little white poixits, is partly decompofed. In the environs are found other 
porphyries of a bright green and of a dark green» not fo beautiful nor fo hard 
as the pfcceding. To the weft and to the fouth of the town are fecn every, 
where rocks of porphyry, white or rcddifli, more or lefs decompofed. That 
which has attained the laft degree oF decompbfition, is frtablof foft to the 
touch, and by no means ponderous: it » eafily divided in water, and ap- 
pears to have on linen and on clothe the properties of the beft fuller's earth. 
It is this which the ancients knew and diftinguifhed by the name of Cimo^ 
Uan earthy or earth of Cimolu *- 

Mariners who land on this ifland, as well as the inhabitants,, make ufe of 
this earth by way of foap, and obtain from it the fame refults. They 
prefer, however that which is taken from the bottom of the fea, in the road 
itfclf, becaufe it is more pure, diffolves more quickly in water, and gets the. 
dirt out of linen much better than' the other .<f.. 



* Citizen VAuqpEuy« member, of the Nationtl Inflitnte, a very diftingiiiflied.chemifts, 
to whom I communicated a fpecimen of this earthy analyzed it« Out of one hundred partt.- 
hofouncl: 

!• Silex ----- 79 parts;. 

a* Alumine • - - - 5 

3. Lime 4 

4* Moriateffoda - • - 2. 

5. Water - - - - 10 

Toul 100. 

f Thb yielded to Citizen Vauqvbliii, out of a hundred parts: . 

I. Sil^x 68 

a» Alumine . • • - ao 
5. Muriat of foda - - *> 5 

4« Water . . - • y 

100 . 
yOL. Ill $ llxc: 
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The Cimolian earth, taken from the rock which I have juft mentioned^ 
prcfents, when broken, the portion of trap diftinA from felfpar. There are 
(een in it a few (piculse of black fchorl, not decompofed ; and what leaves 
no doubt refpeding the origin of this rock, is, that it may be traced through 
all the alterations which it has undergone, from the beautiful red porphyry, 
almoll entire, to the lad fUte of decompofition of which I have fpoken. 

No rock htrc appears overthrown by the aAion of fire; thofc which arc 
cleft at a great depth, on a Hoping ground, are always in a great mafs, and 
never prefent ftrata nor banks; while, in the other parts of the ifland, to. 
'the north-weft, for example, every where are fcen regular ftrata, fragments 
of rocks of various nature, more or lefs altered, and mixed with volcanic 
a(hes, folid or porous lava. Here are to be perceived ftrata of pumice^ 
ftones, the greater part of which are in duft. 

It is very evident that a part of the iiland has been formerly changed 
by the flow and imperceptible a^ion of fubterraneous fires, or by the va* 
pours which they have raifed, as we (hall prefently fee at Milo, and that 
the other has been covered by the fubftances which a volcano has ejefted and 
depofited in regular ftrata, as is in like manner to be feen at Milo, and 
particularly at San tor in. 

The day after our arrival at Cimolis, the primates conduced us upwards 
of half a league from the town, on the weft fide of the ifland, to a place in 
the vicinity of the fea, where we perceived fragments of bricks and potter's 
ware, which would have fufficiently indicated to us the pofition of the 
ancient town, if tradition, among the inhabitants, could have left us any 
dcubt in this refpcft. On a bank of lava of a yellowifh gray, which would, 
-at firft fight, be taken for a clay loaded with faline fubftances, we few about 
forty ditches dug befide each other, and a little farther, on a hillock of 
3 .", thr 
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the fame nature, other ditches, which appeared to us to have been recently 
dug: the latter contained charcoal, human bones burnt, and fragments of 
earthen veflfets. On one of the fides of this hillock was a fquare opening,. 
which led us to a grotto, where we found four (imple farcophagi of une- 
qual (ize, of a white porphyric lava, fomewhat bard, and ^et eafy enough* 
to be hewn. .Their lid was wanting; but they Were, in other refpeAs, in* 
tolerably good prefervation: they were five or fix feet in length, by two or 
two and a half in breadth* The grotto had the form o£ a long fquare, 
fifteen feet in depth, before which was a fquare veftibule eight feet in width. 

This difcovery gave us the idea of having the earth dug above the hit* 
lock, in the places where the ground echoed, under our feet, and appeared 
fiot to have been moved. Our attempt was fuccefsful: the firft llrokes 
of the fpade procured us fome rude figures of baked earth, in rather bad 
prefervation, fuch as a toad, a fphynx> and a cock, as well as a fmall vafe 
with, a handle,, in the Etrufcan ftyle. As it was late, and we had with us 
only one man wliom the primates had bad the civility to order to come 
from a neighbouring field, we refolved to confine ourfelves for that day tO' 
our firft trials, and to return the next day with Iwenty workmen, in order tq- 
t4irn up all the hillock, and endeavour to difcover fome catacomb^ into 
which no one had penetrated before us» 

The captain of the veflel on board of which we had come to Cimolis«. 
prevailed on us to onbark in his boat;, which iaved us from the difagreeabte 
neceffity of going on. foot. or. of riding, as the day befoie,. on afies which 
neither had bridles nor halters, and on which had been put, by way of 
iaddles, very inconvenient pack-faddles, furniflied with, four longitudinal c 
ineces of wood^.fuch as we had feen in almoft all theillands of the Aachi«*- 

s\ 11 Whefti 
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When we had doubled the cape the neareft to Milo, about eight o'clock 
in the morning, the north wind, which was contrary to us, and a fea a little 
too rough for a common boat, obliged us to land near this cape, in a 
place where we found, at fome toifes above the level of the fea, a ftratum of 
earth containing foflil (hells, half decompofed, of the genus Perna^ (imil^r 
to thofe of Piedmont, drawn by Langius, the analogy of which is not 
known to naturalifts. Thefe Ihells are very thick: the two valves are fre- 
quently found together, but almoft always broken and in bad condition. 

As it was already late, we quickened our pace, in order to difpofe, as 
foon as poffible, of our labourers, according to the plan of digging that we 
wiftied to execute. We caufed fome to clear away the earth from a catacomb 
which we fufpefted to find at a little diftance from that which we had feen 
the day before. The others dug on the hillock itfelf where wc had already 
found fome figures. 

The catacomb being entirely laid open, we faw, at the extremity, nothing 
•but a farcophagus cut in the bank of lava, and a vafe of coarfe potter's ware, 
with a narrow neck, which was broken through the awkwardnefs of one of 
th^ .labourers. Thofe who were at work on the hillock, dug in feveral 
ditches, to the depth of three feet, without finding any thing but afhe% 
coals, fome remains of bones, and fragments of earthen veiTeU of every form 
and every fize. We regretted exceedingly, among others, a large brown vafe, 
in the Etrufcan ftyle, on which were feveral figures of men painted red. Wc 
made fome &rtbcr attempts in the environs without difcowring any thing 
interefting. 

On the following days, we learnt that all this ground had been dug. re- 
peatedly, at one while by the inhabitants of the ifland, who thought to find 
there treafures buried by their anceftors ; at another, by fome traveller, whom 

. curio/ity 
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curiofity had, like ourfclves, brought into the ifland. Citizen Fauvel, 
whom we faw a few years after at Athens, told us that he had alfo had 
people to dig in various places at Cimolis, by order of M. de Choiseul, 
then ambaflador at CoxsxANXiNOPLEi which had procured hioi fome 
pieces of coin, and fome ornaments for the ufe of women. 

Independently of tradition; of the fepulchres, and of the fragments of 
brick and potter's ware, which indicate, in an inconteftable manner, the fite 
of the ancient town, there are on the coaft, in this place, works fomewhat 
confiderable : cuts, canals in the bank of lava, probably for the purpofe of 
affording a paflage to boats; and caves for (heltering them from the rain 
and fun. Two or three hundred toifes from the fea, are feen caverns dug by 
the hand of man in a ftratum of pumice-ftone, which, in all probability, have 
been places of habitation, or interment, at different epochs which hiftory has 
paffed over in filence. We (hall frequently have occafion to fpeak of fimilar 
caverns in the courfe of our travels, and to prefent our conjeftures on that 
fubjeft. 

The inhabitants of this ifland are fo diflrefled, that they have very often 
fome difnculty to pay 15 or 1600 piaftres impofl: which the captain-pacba 
levies annually on them. Cotton is almoft the only article that produces 
them any money. The women are employed, during the whole year, when 
the labours of the country permit, in fpinning cotton with a wheel, feme- 
times with a diftaff, and in knitting dockings for the Europeans. Mariners 
find, in all feafons, hogs, poultry, and eggs, to be purchafed for the fupply 
of their veffcls; they alio find fomctimes pleafures which detain them too 
long in the roadftead, and nuke them forget their duty as well as the in- 
terefts of their owners. 



The 
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The drefe of tbe women {See Plate XL) is as reiwarkable ia tliis ifland 
as m ainioft all the Cyclades: the petticoat does not reach the knee; the 
(hift fcarcely comes to the middle of the leg, and difplays a wide pair of 
breeches faftened on the one hand to the waift, and on the other below the 
knee: the legs are covered with two pairs of (lockings, ftuffed in fucb a 
manner that they appear fwelled. The neck is concealed under a corfet 
quilted and ftiffcned with whalebone; a piece of velvet, lattin, or cloth, 
trimmed with gold or filver net-lace, or fet off by a fimple embroidery, 
adorns their whole front; and, m their gala drefs, two wide fleeves are fixed 
to the corfet, and fall on each fide to the middle of the thigtu In fummer, 
all the arm is covered only by the fleeve of the (hift. The bead is enveloped 
with a handkerchief, which pafiiies under the chin,^ and leaves fully expofed 
to view a face not unfrequently handiboie* 

PoLiKO, commonly known under the name of Burnt Island^ pre(ent9 
tlie fame organization as CmoLrs. Every where are feen porphyries de* 
compofed, rocks white or reddifh ;. every where traces of the vokano 
which has afted. on it and on the neighbouring illands. Stuated to the 
fouth-eaft of C1MOLI8, and to the eaft north-eaft of Mii*o, it is by no means 
•xtenfive, but defert^ and entirely deprived of water. Although it is covered 
wfkh grafs and (hrubs,. the inhabitants.of Cxmolis dare not fuffer their flocks 
to graze there,, becaufe they are perfuaded that the ferpents, which are there 
yery numerous, would fbon occafioh their death;, and, nevertbelefs, they, 
acknowledge that there are to be £3und in Polino wild goats, which mvlr 
tjply abundantly, and brave the venom of thofe reptiles.. 

It was intereftihg^ to knom whether thiere >irerc in fa& wild goats in that* 
iflandj and whether the ferpents, which were there ^to be met with, were as^ 
dangerous as the inhabitants of Cimolis. told us. We refolved,.in con^ 

fcquence>. 
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fequence, to make a (hooting party on the 27 th of Meflidor (15th of July), 
and to take with us two Greeks that were pointed out as very capable of 
feconding us. The primates announced to us jeftingly, that there eziflcd 
among them a law, by which no one could (hoot on Pol i no without their 
permiffion, and without delivering to them, on their return, half of the 
game. •• We willingly fubmit,*' faid we to them, ^ to this law; we will 
** keep nothing but the (kin of the quadrupeds that we (hall kill, and we 
" will give you all the reft." This, as will prefently be (een, was counting 
the chickens before they were hatched. 

Citizen B r u g u i b*r e, little accuftomed to the fatigues of fuch a (hooting 
party, contented himfelf with herborizing, and with picking up a few feeds 
and fome land-(hells, while I feveral times traverfed the moft rugged places 
of the iiland. My guides, like two dogs, hunted every where, examined all 
the rocks, ran into all the bulhes, and difplayed an ardour worthy of better 
fuccefs. Indeed, they put up fome of the quadrupeds which we were in qucft 
of, but I never could get at them: frequently even I could not fee them 
among the rocks which they inhabit. I more than once difcharged my 
piece at them loaded with ball, from a very great diftance, without doing 
them any injury. In thefe pretended goats, I thought I recognized the 
argali*y which is known to be common in Crete, in Na^os, and in all 
the fouth of Europe. 

Our chace after (crpents was more fucccfsful: I cut one in two by a mufket- 
ball : towards the evening, our guides caught another of a different fpecics, 
which belongs to the genus Boa of LiNX/i.i's; but we could not difcover the 
viper for which we were looking, and which is to be found in more or lefs 
plenty in all the iflands of the Archipelago. 

♦ Cafra nmm$n' Linn-— 7*- 
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The boa, {Plate XV I . Jig. z. A. B.) has a cylindrical body, of a yellovr-- 
gray, marked with a number of irregular blackifli fpots. The head is oval, 
and obtufe^ the fnout is formed by a triangular fcale, broad and fliort; the 
two fcales which come next, are lik^wife broad and Ihort: tbofe which cover 
the body, are fmall, round, equal, almoft hexagonal, and fmooth : the ab- 
dominal ones, to the number of one hundred and feventy-two, arc (hort and 
narrow. The eyes are fmall and funk in the head. The tongue is forked,, 
and the under lip is rounded. The tail is obtufe and very (hort. The caudal 
fcales are twenty-two in number*. 

The mouth of this boa is not provided with fangs ; which muft occaCon 
it to be placed among the fpecies which are not venomous. 

• Boa turcic* grifip-Jhv^m, tauda hrivlffima^ Jtuth dor/aliiw mnimU rotuuktilis fuh btxai^nis^ 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Arrival at MWo.^—De/cription of that ijland. — Its volcano^ its grottoes^ its 
mineral waters. — SituatioJi of the ancient town. — 4 number of catacombs 
which are to be found in its environs. 

We departed fkom Cimolis on the 28th of Meffidor (i6th of July) with 
the boat dedined to keep up a comcnunicatbn with Milo^ and to convey 
perfons who repair rather frequently from the one iiland to the other. In an 
hour and a half, we landed in the quarter called Jpqllonia^ where mules, 
which the primates of Cimolis had befpoke of thofe of Milo, had been 
waiting for us for fome time. The paflage is about two leagues, though 
the diftance is not a mile between the noareft points of the two iflands. 

The coafl: on which we landed, presented to us a tolerably folid bank of 
yellowilh earth, flrewn with three fpccies of foflM echini, with petrified tcre- 
bratuls, and with feveral fragments of ihells. In the environs, were pumice- 
ftones and various lava. Grottoes, dug by the hand of man, are rather com* 
mon on this coaft, and (eem to indicate that there were formerly habitations 
in this part of the iflajod: they have been formed, as at Cimolis, in a 
flratum of pumice-ftone eafy enov|gh to be worked. 

It took us upwards of three boors to ftach the town by a bad road 
Every tbing thst offered itfelf to us vm vokaaic. We law every where 
ponptKfties mon or lefs decompofed, wiute eardWj foni^ewhat fimilar to tboie 
of Ci MO LI Si gray lava, ponderous, and in large mafles: we perceived in 

VOL. II. T fome 
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fomc places indications of fmall-grained iron-ore, and veins of ponderous 
fpar, mixed with a red earth: we croffed hills uncultivated, dry, and arid: 
wc went into a gorge of rather rapid defcent, where enormous rocks of lava, 
fufpended over our heads, threatened every moment to bury us by their 
fall. We at length difcovered a tolerably handfome plain, in the midfl; of 
which was a town which, a fliort time fincc, was not inferior to any other of 
. the Archipelago^ but which, at this day, fcarCcly prefents any thing but 
ruins. 

On entering it, we were ftruck at feeing on all fides houfes fallen in, men 
bloated, confumptive faces, ambulating corpfes. Every where the image of 
dellrudion and of death offered itfelf to our eyes. Scarcely do forty fanulics, 
the greater part foreigners, drag on their unfortunate exiftence in a town 
which ftiy reckoned five thoufand inhabitants within its walls at the beginning 
of the laft century. 

TouRNEFORT had difcovered, in 1700, that the air of Milo was un- 
wholefome, and that the inhabitants were very fubjeft to dangerous difordersj 
but this infalubrity of the air muft have increafed very much (ince that 
epoch, either through the effeft of the ftagnant waters which lie between the 
town and the head of the harbour, or through the pernicious exhalations 
which are inceflantly rifing to the eaft and to the fouth, from a foil aftcd on 
by fubterraneous fires. To thefe caufes of infcftion and mortality, may be 
added the ^ad quality of the well and ciftern waters of which the unfortu* 
nate inhabitants of this ifland are obliged to make ufe. 

Although this was not the moft unwholefome feafon of the year, wc bad> 
neverthelefs, beea apprized of the danger that there was in lleeping two or 
three nights in the town} which determined us to go that very evening to 

the 
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the monaftcry of St. Marino, ^yja Marin a, fituated at a little diftance 
from Mount St. Elias. 

We proceeded for half an hour in the part of the plain which extends frcnn 
the town to the Teas we pafled along fome marfhes, and a faltern of little 
extenti we followed the fteep fliores of the fouth coaft of the harbour; we 
afterwards crofled a fmall arid plain, formerly cultivated, ftrewn with frag- 
ments of pumice-ilone; then gaining higher ground, and (lill following a 
wefterly direftion, we faw banks of white, volcanic earth, fomewhat fimilar 
to thofe of CiMOLis, which were fucceeded by confiderable (helves of granites 
charged with vitreous points. The whole ground is covered with little grains 
of glafs, which detach themfelves from thefe granites with tolerable £eu:ility. 

The traces of the road were not very eafily diftiriguiftied, fo rugged and 
uniform was the ground : our mules had fome difficulty to keep their feet on 
it. It was curious- to fee thefe animals get over the worft pafles without 
ever ftumbling. Sometimes almoft ereft on their crupper, they fpring for- 
ward on lofty rocks, almoft: perpendicular, and fometimes they defcend deep 
declivities, if not with the fame agility, at leaft with the fame preciGon. 
The only danger that you have to run, in making ufe of thefe animals, 
proceeds lefs from them than from their conduftors. The latter, accuflomed 
to prick them with a fpur with which their flick is armed, cannot prefent 
themfelves on one fide without the frightened animal wilhing to fpring on the 
other. In whatever fituation you may happen to be, thefe condudors are fo 
inattentive, fo heedlefs, that, frequently fpunring their mules unfcafonably, 
they are the caufe of their wincing on the brinks of the precipices which you 
have under your feet, and occafion to the rider a fright ft;ill greater than the 
danger. 

T 2 We 
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We were advancing acrofs thefe accumulated rocks: We had on Odf right 
the harbour, whofc extent we were completely mcafuriftgi beyond, theviHage 
of Castro, or SiFouRSy feated on the fummit of a lofty, pyramidal hill. 
Before us, Mount St. Elias Iliew^d itfelf almoft eritircly to our eyes*. 'We 
crofled another bank of very hard and very ponderous lava, of a blackifli 
gray, after which we found ourfelves on an earthy foil, whence wc difcovered 
the nlonaftery where we had refolved to pafs the night. 

A quarter of a league from the monaftery, we faw a beautiful gypfum 
extrafted from a flratum of deep earth, mixed with volcanic aflies, frag- 
ments of pumice-ftone, and puzzolana. This earthy ftratum extended to a 
confiderable diftance, and, in feveral places, exhibited excavations from 
which plafter-ftone had in like manner been extrafted at different periods. 

The friars received us very well, and treated us in their bed manner. Ivi 
their houfe we drank very good water, as well as excellent wine; and though 
they live poorly all the year, and fubfift generally on cheefe, olives, fnails, 
legumes, and fruits, we found there poultry, eggs, herbs, and delicious 
honey: at the fame time they fet before us oranges, apricots, plums, and 
grapes. Under their roof one may eat excellent mutton, lamb, and kids. 
The milk there is very good, game abundant, and what is better, no doubt, 
the air, in this part of the ifland, is very pure and very wholefome. The 
ruddy face of thefe caloyers manifefted fufficiently that the noxious exhala- 
tions of the plain could not reach them. 

The next morning, at fun-rife, we went to take a walk with the fupcrior 
round the monaftery.' We faW paffing fome oxen, which were going to graze 

* It is much farther to the weft than it is laid down on the chart of M. de Choiseul* 
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on the ftubble. A flock of (heisp was browiiog on the circumjacent moun- 
tains^ and at the fame time .a tolerably great number of goats were on 
their way to the neighbouring woods. The barley and wheat had been cut 
for a long time; a part was already trodden out and put by^ the other was 
foon to follow it. We traverfed fome vineyards^ fome orchards pf olive-tree$» 
and fome fields covered with cofitpn. The grapes were beginning tQ tm:n 
black, the olive-tree$ appeared loaded with fruit, aod the cotton pron;iifed a 
good crop. 

On receding from the cultivated fidds^ we again found every where y{A- 
canic produdions, and nearly -the fame plants that we had feen in the oth^r 
iflands j the prickly prinpinella, thymes, creeping wild thymes, favorics, 
rock-rofes, arbutufes, myrtles, and lentiiks. We colleded feme feeds and 
fome land-fliells, after which we returned home. The fuperior carried us 
into the garden: fome friars, in order to water it, bad repaired thither as 
foon as it was day-break: it was fpacious, and kept in tolerably good order: 
a part was planted with orange-trees, lemon-trees, cedrats or bergamot citron- 
trees, fig-trees, and fevcral other fruit-trees; the other part was intended for 
garden'^ground. 

It was time to breakfaft and depart. There was fer\'ed up to us a kid 
ftufied with meat and bacon cut fmal], with pine kernels, raifms, and rice: 
next was brought a pilau made with a very fat hen, then honey, preferved 
fweet-meats made of bergamot -citron, and the fame kind of fruits as the day 
before. We were regaled with delicious white wine and excellent coffee. 
We would willingly have pafled a few months with thefe worthy friars, had 
we not had other countries to fee, other r^ons to traverfe. We took leave 
of them when we had vifited their church, and left in the bafin wherewith 
to remunerate them for the civilities which we had received. 



It 



U2 TRAVELS IN THE 

It required upwards of three hours for us to arrive at the town where wc 
wi(hed to fleep, as well for the purpofe of obferving the aluminous grottoes 
of the environs, as of repairing to the volcano of Calamoj of which no tra- 
veller, I believe, has made mention. We paffed this night, as well as the 
following, in a fpacious chamber, where we evaporated by degrees, over 
hot afties, fome very good vinegar, which we had brought from ^ the mo- 
naftery of St. Marino, This precaution always proved fortunate to us, 
when we were obliged to make any ftay in marfhy and unwholefome coun- 
tries. Had we not neglefted it at the moment when we were on the point 
of beholding again our natal land, death, perhaps, would not have furprifed 
us; I Ihould not, perhaps, have to regret, at this moment, my fellow- tra- 
veller and the bed of my friends. 

On the 30th of Meffidor (18th of July), we repaired to the mountain of 
CALAMOy (ituated to the fouth fouth-weft of the town. It is not very lofty, 
and the road leading to it is lefs rugged than that which we had travelled 
the preceding day. When we quitted the plain, we found lands unculti- 
vated, volcanic, and mixed with fn^ments of pumice-ftone: they appear 
to have been abandoned recently, to judge of them from the houfes half- 
deftroyed which are there met with, and the ftone-vats in ruins which are 
to be found in mod of the fields. This excurfion took us an hour and 
a half. Before we arrived at the fummit, we were apprized of the vicinity 
of fome volcanic apertures by the odour of fulphur, which all at once ftruck 
our olfaflory nerves. 

A little below the conical fummit of this mountain, is perceived a rent 
of a hundred paces in extent, which has been eflfecled in the middle of a 
rock of heavy, ferruginous lava; it is flat, and covered with a faline cruft, 
which echoes under the feet, and in which you fink [fometimes to the middle 
of the leg. There are feen fome crevices, whence iflfues a very fetid fmoke; 

and 
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and in whatever place you dig, the heat is (b powerful, that it would be 
impoflible to hold your hand there at the depth of a foot. If you remove 
the cruft, you fee fulphur fufolrmated into yellow fpiculx, fo eafy to be 
broken, that you cannot prefervc them. 

There alfo rifes fome fmoke from the clefts of the neighbouring rock^. 
A few paces from this fpot we found another mouth, which prefentcd to us 
incruftations of a hard white matter, fimilar to Cimolian earth, more or 
lefs charged with alum. We faw there others, at a little diftance, prcfcnC- 
ing the fame fubftances: prefently we were furrounded by fmoke-vents. 
We faw around us different openings, whence iflucd a fmcU fo fulphureous 
and fetid, that we could fcarcely breathe. The heat of the ground was 
very fenfibly felt: we both funk at the fame moment, and we thought our- 
fclves fwallowed up. Neither fervants nor guides had dared to follow us. 
We were aware of our imprudence, and we haftened to leave the place. 

We do not imagine that we difcovered alt the openings by which the 
fmoke efcapes;, but we are well aflured that the mountain is coniiderably 
heated towards its fummit; that this heat, which is burning in certain 
places, is very moderate in fome others, and that it is, in general, more 
perceptible wherever there is any confiderable rent or fifTure. A particu- 
larity which we remarked, is that the fummit of the mountain prefents a 
fchiftofe ftratum of about a toife in thicknefs, which has not experienced 
the aftion of fire. 

We amufed ourfelves in fcratching up the earth in feveral places; and 
we found, at the depth of a few inches, a white earth, warm and moift, 
which may be kneaded at pleafure : it is of the fame nature as Cimolian 

earth. 
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earth, and, like it, exhibits trap ftill diftinft from feifpar*. Wc thruft 
down our canes every where mth the gseatell facility, and without ever 
finding the fmallcft obftacle.. Iris not to be doubted here that Cimolian 
earth is a decompofition of the rock of porphyry itfeif, flowly attacked by 
heat and the faline and fulphureous evaporations which rife from the 
Uofom of the piountain. 

We law, a little lower, ftrata of different nature, lava ponderous and 
ferruginous, fragments of piimice-ftone, ochreous earths mixed, gray volcanic 
afhes, very fine and very light, which made us conjedture that the explo- 
fions which have taken place at the fummit, are very ancient, and that they 
may be dated, perhaps, from the period when Milo, Cimolis, and Po- 
LiNO, were at the fame time fubjedt to the aftion of the fame fubterrane- 
ous fires. The decompofition which the lava ofCALAMO has experienced, 
is already in a very advanced ftate, and refembles that which is to be re- 
marked in every part of the ifland. The upper ftrata are, in a great meafure 
refolved into an earthy ftate. Gypfum has already been formed in fome of 
thefe ftrata, and thofe which ftill have any fdidity, are very ferruginous, 
and little different, as to appearance, from the fcoria of iron. 

Wc returned to dine at Milo; tod, in the evening, we Went to vifit 
the quarter where is fbrmed plumofe ahim, o( which the ancients and 

• The analyfis of this earth garc CStiasen ViiwcyfBLrN, on a tiimdred parts ^ 
»• Silex 55 

2. Aluminc - - - - 20 

3. Oxydcofiron - . . , 
4* Lime *.-....- 
.5. Muriat of foda - - - 2 
6. Warttr - - - - . ^ 
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fttbdems have equally (poken. It is a quarter of a league from the town, in 
«iearly an eafterly diredion. At a diilance are perceived the great banks 
t>f whiti(h earth, in which feveral openings have been made at different 
|)etiods for the extraftion of alum; but feveral of them have been clofed, 
firbmrt fidlen in of themielves, owing to the bad manner in which the mines 
have been worked, and there is but one at prefent into which a perfon can 
enter. It is very probable that the grotto mentioned by Tournefort, no 
Jk)Ager .exifts af this, flay, (ince the defcription which he gives of it, cannot 
^^eiSiwith that into w^ich we ourfelves entered. 

*Its opening is two feet fquare: it is (ituated at the foot of a deep de- 
clivity, on which we found cryftals of gypfum grouped, of a particular 
form, which Citizen Hauy has named gyp/e lamin\forme (laminated or 
plate gypfum). After having pulled off our coats, and lighted our tapers, 
we (lid dowii a flopc obftrufted partly by detached earth. The grotto 
afterwards rifes and grows wider, and, as you defcend lower, the heat 
becomes ftronger and ftrongcr. We placed a thermometer at the bottom 
to afcertain the degree of it, and we employed ourfelves very quickly in 
examining the fides of the grotto, in order to get out of it with all cxpe- 
ditioni for wc experienced fomc difficulty inbreathing, although our tapers 
cooftantly gave us a very bright light. 

All the infide appears to be nothing but a white, friable earth, ftrongly 
charged with alum. The fides are clothed with a faline cruft more or left 
thick: in different places are to be remarked cryftals of gypfum, called 
igy/S^ aciculairc (^icular gypfum) by -Qtizen Hxiiy, united or grouped 
in beautiful wliite fpicula?, eight or nine fines long. There are alfb to be 
&cn faline laniinas under a difiereiit form, and ^4iich, at firft fijght, refeinbje 
jvery fine carded cotton^ thrtt might have been, as it were, glued ia^inft 
the walls of the gmtto. The microfcopfe flicTts very fmall fffl^la of alum, 
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difpofed in various direftions. If you detach this falme cruft, it esftlf 
breaks, and exhibits very loofe filaments, united in bundles from one t» 
ten, twelve, or fifteen lines in length. This is what the ancients and the 
moderns have called alumen plumofum^ or plumofe alum : fome of the 
fame is found in a few of the volcanoes of Italy ; and, according to Plinf^ 
fome formerly came from Egypt. 

Plumofe alum is eafily diftinguifhed from the cryftals of gypfum which 
are in the fame grotto, not only by Ample infpedtion, the one being in the 
form of needles, and the other in very loofe filaments, clofely confined, but 
alfo by putting them gn the tongue: thefe lad are infipid, while the other 
bas a tafte of alum^ which is fenfibly perceived. 

We remained not more than five minutes in the grotto: we came oiU 
of it bathed with fweat> with an extreme waat of breathbg the open air. 
After refting a few moments^ I went to fetch the thermometer which I had 
placed at the bottom : it indicated thirty degrees of heat. 

The inhabitants told us^ that all the part fituated to the eafl, and to 
the fouth of the town, is hot to a certain depth. They fpokc to us of 
grottoes, whence there iflues fmoke, and of others where is found a liquor 
extremely acrid and fait, of which Tournefort gives fome details. Alum 
makes its appearance every wherej^ while fulphur (hews itfelf only in a few 
places. 

On the firft of Thennidor (the 19th of JulyX we went to fee th« public 
baths called Loutra, fituated at the bottom of a rifing ground near the 
h^hway which leads from the town to the roadftead. You enter by (looping 
into a natural grotto, and you arrive by two narrow, difficult paflages, at 
a fptcious hatt^ where you find a bafin of hot water ftrongly charged with 

alum 
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•kim iind marine fait Thefe two falts are united and cryflallized through- 
out the infide of this hall. Although it is very hot there, we, never- 
thelefs, breathed without any great difficulty, and we think that a perfon 
ttfidy pafs a few hours without fuffering, either in this natural vapour-bath^ 
or in the water of the bafin. 

The Greeks formerly flocked from all the Crc lades to make ufe of 
tbefe waters, in moft diforders of the fkin, as well as in rheumatifm and 
palfy. Thefe baths were alfo for a long time frequented by perfons affefted 
with any venereal complaint. They are nearly deferted fince the ifland has 
Idfl its population, and fince the harbour fcarcely receives any more (hips. 

A hundred paces from this fpot is found, on the fea-(hore, towards the 
place where the country-barks cafl anchor, a very copious fpring of hot 
water, which iflucs from different places^ and fome portions of which arc 
feen to fpout out even into the fea. It is fo hot that a perfon cannot hold 
his hand in it, and its extremely acrid flavour announces that it is (trongly 
impregnated with alum and marine fait, as well as the preceding. 

On quitting thefe fprings, and direAing our (leps to the north, we gained 
the heights, and, after half an hour's walk, we arrived at the opening of 
four very fpacious grottoes, which now ferve as a retreat for flocks. At 
firft are perceived the traces of a confiderable dcpreflion of the earth, which 
Itas taken place at their entrance, and which has difcovered the part that 
fcrved them as a veftibule. There are ftill to be itmarked the traces of the 
ftaircafe which aflojded the means of dcfccnding thither, and the walls of 
the interior prefent fquare cavities, clothed with cement, which one would 
imagine to have been intended for containing water. The rock is gray, 
volcanic, porous, aod appeans to have been half*vitrified. On the right face 
of the flrft grotto, is feen a gallery five or fix feet high, by about three 
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wide, which admits of defccnding by feveral divifions inta the infide of the* 
fubterraneous cavern. As you proceed, you find, to the right and left, 
chambers from eight to ten feet fquare, the ufc of which it is difficult to 
divine. This firft gallery is not always ftraight: fometimes it runs winding, 
forhetimes it rifes in an oblique line, and fometimes it communicates with 
other galleries dug three or four feet lowers which ought to be carefully 
remarked by thofe who entangle themfclves in thefe places, for they would 
run the rifk of getting dangerous fi^Us if they went without precaution, and 
without, as it were, feeling their way. 

We had for fbme time been examining thefe gloomy windings, with a 
flambeau in our hand, when we were flopped all at once by a wall in mafonry> 
which had probably been erefted for the purpofe of intercepting all com- 
munication with the reft of the cavern. It required a fledge hammer and a 
great deal of time to make a hole and flirmount this obftacle. The road 
rofe behind this wall, and condufted us to a large chamber which com- 
-iiiunicated, on its right, by a door> with another room of the fame Cze^ 
and by four fquare openings^ made in the thicknefs of the intermediate 
partition. Thefe laft are at the height of two feet: they are dug in the 
form of a trough or rather of a manger, and the angles of the jams have 
been pierced as if for the purpofe of paffing through tbem the halter o£ the 
animals that might have there been tied up to eat. 

On the fides of thefe two chambers, are to be remarked projedtions in 
the form of brackets, which feem to have been intended for fupportiiig lamps, 
for lighting them. There are likewife feen niches of different fizes, the 
intention of which appears to have been to receive fome piece of furniture or 
fome articles of daily ufe. We made many more turnings and windings^ 
and we came out of this fubterraneous. cavern with the perfuafion that it has 
ferved as a place of habitation to men at a period, perhaps, when the inha- 
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bltants of the iiland, few in number, were obliged to conceal tbemfelves, 
in order to avoid pirates or enemies who threatened their property and their 
life. 

In this cavern, we experienced no other heat than that of all cellars: we 
there faw no trace of alum: every where the walls were very dry, and we 
breathed there with the greateft facility. 

After having in vain made fome attempts to learn from our guides, 
whether there were in the environs other grottoes or other fubterrancous 
caverns worthy of remark, we contintied our route in order to proceed to 
CASTROf commonly called Sifours by the Provencal mariners, who have ima- 
gined that they found fome refcmblance in the elevated pofition of this 
village, with that of the fame name which lies in the environs of Toulon, 

We faw a few lands cultivated, and many others which might with ad- 
vantage be fo, if the inhabitants were more numerous. We foon got on 
higher ground, and we reached the foot of the peak on the fummit of which 
the village is built. Here the road is made acrofs rocks of bafaltes, flippery 
and almofl inacceffible, which feem always on the point of detaching them- 
felves in fragments. The village is dirty. The ftreets, or rather the ladders 
of rocks which form the divifions of them, are alfo dirty, covered with hogs 
and filth. No other than ciftern water is to be found, and the fmalleft 
wind refembles a hurricane. But all thefe difadvantages are compenfated by 
the falubrity of the air that is breathed on this lofty peak. Among the old 
men that' we faw there, one of them, a hundred and two years of age, etv- 
joyed good health: his ruddy look and his fupple and mufcular limbs flill 
announced fevend year; of life. 
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The women of this village employ themfelves the whole year in knitting 
cotton {lockings for the ufe of the country, and for that of the Europeans: 
they aHb make fome coarfe calicoes for themfelves. The men cultivate the 
^earth, or arc mariners. Among them are reckoned fifteen pilots, for the 
Archipelago and for Syria, who are employed by the (hips of war be* 
longing to the European powers that navigate thefe feas. 

From this elevated fpot, the eye readies without obftacle over a vaft extent 
of fea, and over fbme iflands fituated in the north part. It is faid, that, 
when the horizon is clear, you can even perceive, to the north-weft, the 
mountains of the Morea. You have a view of almoft all the caftern-paft 
of MiLO. To the fouth you diftinguifh all the windings of the roadftead, 
and you have then before you an amphitheatre of hills and mountains 
clothed with verdure, and crowned by Mount St. Elias, the moft lofty 
point of the ifland. 

When you hwe for fome time enjoyed this majeftic pifture, the eye be* 
comes fatigued; you wifli to defcend into the plain, and fee near at hand^ 
and in detail, otlier objeds. On the 2d (20th of July) at break of day, on 
dircfiking our route towards the roadftead, we found to the fouth fouth-weft 
of Castro, after half an hour*s walk, fome ruins which we judged to be 
thoie of |he ancient capital of the ifland. They extend to the environs of 
t4ie £ea« towards the cape defignated by feamcn under the name of Bom* 
Marda. They confift of a few portions of the walls of the town ftill ftand- 
ing, and ruins of ancient edifices which appeared to us to have belonged to 
temples, and laftly of an enclofure of large high walls in dry ftones, con- 
ftruded in fo fubftantial a manner, that they are in much better preferva- 
tton than thofe built with mortar. In thefe walls have been employed blocks 
of a folid lava, irregularly cut, but the angles of which correfpond to each 

other 
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other with fp much precifion, that their junftion forms an aiTemblage (Iriking 
from its fimplicity and folidity. 

In the middle of this enclofure rifes a natural hill, on whofe fummit there 
is at prefent a church of caloyers, which we conceive to have been built on 
the ruins of a temple* Independently of the aocient materials employed in 
#ie conftru&ion of this modern church, there are ftill feen fome beautiful 
and entire pillars of granite^ half buried in tlie ground^ and fome others 
fmaller, but broken. In different places are perceived veftiges of ancient ha^ 
bitations, fragments of brick and potter's ware^ excavations made in the 
rock, the greater part of which, ftillarched> and coated with cement, appear 
to have been fo many ciflerns* 

The fite o( the ancient town, called Clima by the modern Greeks, has 
neither been vifited by Tournefort, by M. de Cuoiseul, nor by any 
other traveller, fince not one of them have fpoken of it; chance led us 
thither, and to it too are we indebted for the difcovery of the fepukhrcs 
which are fituated to the eaft of thefe ruins. 

After having palTed a deep ravine, the hiU which we met with was formed 
of a light white ftone, partly vitrified, and fomewhat fimilar to pumice-jftonci 
Here it was probably that the inhabitants of Milo had dug their burying- 
places at an epoch which is unknown to us» Whoever has feen the cata* 
combs in the environs of Alexandria, will here difcover the fame genius 
and the fame tafte which planned the former. Among them are to be 
found fome, which entirely refemble certain chambers of the catacombs of 
Egypt, where are feen pillars cut in tufa, facades fculptured round farco- 
ph^i, and even garlands pamted on the cement with which they were 
coated on the iniide. But thofe of Milo are, in general,^ fmaller than 
thofe of Egtpti and we met but with one in this quarter^ which was diitri- 
1 buted 
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buted into feveral chambers, all fo difpofed as to terminate at a common 

veftibule. 

As you proceed along the hiil, tiic catacombs become more aumerous. 
Some are feen in a few deep places, feveral rows the one above the other, 
and fome.are perceived even on the declivity of the oppofite mountain i but 
you mud dill go a little farther, and on the very top of the hill, in a pla# 
called Try PI Ti*, in order to be adonifhed at their number^ their proxi- 
mity, and the advantage which the inhabitants had found means to derive 
anciently from this fituation, incapable of producing any thing, in order to 
make of it the afylum of the dead. 

You defcend eight or ten deps by an aperture two feet wide, and you 
find yourfelf in a chamber twenty-five or thirty feet long, by eight or ten 
\vide, and eight or nine high. Each of thefe catacombs generally contains 
feven farcophagi, three on each fide, and one alone at the further end; 
but this wa$ not an invariable rule, fince, out of the number, we met with 
fome, where there were but five fepulchres, two on each fide, and one at thc: 
further end; others, much fmaller, where three only could be reckoned; 
and fome, indeed few in number, where the fepulchres were to the number 
of eight, . two of which were at the farther end of the chamber. 

Here the places of the dead did not confid in cells deeply dug into the 
ivalls of galleries, as are feen in the catacombs of Alexandria, but in real 
farcophagi of five feet and a half or fix feet in len^b, and cf a foot or 
fifteen inches in depth, funnountcd by an arch, the whole dug To thc 

• From nUrm, which fignifies hole. 
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Wc perceived Greek charadlers traced on the fpace which lies between the 
top of the arches and the beginning of the roof: but we were unable to 
dccypher them, fo much were they effaced. We doubt not that perfons 
more experienced than we were in reading infcriptions, and who (hall employ 
in this refearch the time neceflary, may there difcovet interefting particulars, 
read perhaps names known in hiftory, and find at lead the period at which 
the Greeks of Milo wiQied to preferve the remains of thofe whom death 
bad juft taken away. 

We faw feveral families fettled on thefe catacombs: they inhabit huts, 
and apply tliemfelves to the culture of the lands which are fituated below. 
They avai^ themfelyes of the winter rains to fill with water the greater part 
of thefe fepulchral chambers, and diflribute it, during the fiunmer, according 
to the wants of the foil. We fkw a cultivator employed in deftroying the 
(laircafe of one of thefe catacombs, which he was going to transform into a 
cifbera: .a fecond was taking away the earth from another, in the fame 
intention. A thiird was making at the foot an outlet, which he was at 
liberty to open and to (hut at pleafure. But in all cafes, whether thefe 
catacombs were deferted, or whether they were converted into ciflerns, they 
all had flill the farcophagi which we have juft mentioned. 

We were aflured, in the country, that fometimes, in clearing out thefe 
fepulchral chambers, there were found urns of earth, vafes, and other 
titenfils of the like nature; yet, whatever reiearches we made, it was out 
of our power to procure any. Some of thofe to whom we addreffed our- 
felves, told us that they had given or fold feveral to the Ruffians, in the war 
before the lafl with the Turks. 

If we confider the prodigious number of thefe catacombs, by the fide 

of the ruins which occupy a rather great extent; if we pay attention to 

VOL. II. X the 
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the walls built with folidity, to the pillars and to the pieces of marble 
^and granite which evidently belong to temples and fumptuous edifices; if 
we refleA on the advantageous pofition of the town within reach of the 
road (lead, on an elevated promontory, far from the infeftions of the plain 
and the dangerous vapours of the eall: and fouth part of the iHand, we 
cannot forbear to admit that it was formerly the fite of the capital. 

Melos, according to Thucydides, was independent, and enjoyed the 
greateft liberty, long before the Peloponnefian war, in which all Greece, 
the iflands of the Archipelago, and the principal towns of the weft 
coafts of Asia Minor, had alike taken part. The inhabitants of Melos, 
ftrongly folicited by the Athenians on the one hand, and, on the other, 
attached to the Lacedemonians, fix)m whom they defcended, wiHied, in 
the midft of this terrible war, to remain quiet, and obfervc a wife neutrality. 
The Athenians were fo irritated at this condudV, that they difpatchcd 
NiciAS with a fleet of fixty (hips, and two thoufand land-forces, to puni(h 
them for the refufal which they had made to furnifli their quota of troops. 
NiciAS ravaged the ifland ; but he could not, with fo feeble an army, 
fucceed in taking the town, which was defended by all the inhabitants af- 
fembled. 

The Athenians, fomc time after, fcnt two other generals, who were not 
more fuccefsful than NiciASi although their army was more numerousi 
but Philocrates having brought frcfti troops, the Miliots were reduced 
to the greateft extremity, and obliged to furrender. The Athenians, on 
this occaiion, no lefs implacable in then: refentment than ferocious in 
their vengeance, indifcriminately maffacrcd all the men in a condition to 
bear arms, and made flaves of the women and children, whom they carried 
away to Attica. 



The 
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The ifland was re-pcopkd by five hundred perfons whom they fent 
thither, and to whom they gave the property of thofe that they had juft 
murdered. . In the mean time the Athenians, conquered in their turn by 
Lysander, general of the Lacedaejmonian troops, and obliged to fur- 
render at difcretion, found themfelves forced to recall their colony, and the 
unfortunate remains of the Miliots were then enabled to return to their 
ifland, and to put themfelves again in poflfeflion of the property that had 
been taken from them. 

This ifland, like all thofe of the Archipelago, paflfed under the do- 
mination of the Romans; it afterwards made part of the empire of the 
East. Marco Sanudo united it, with all the Cyclades, to the dutchy 
of Naxos. It was then detached from it in favour of Francesco Crispo, 
and at length fubjeAed to the Ottoman Empire of Barbarossa* 

MiLO is about flxty miles in circumference: its harbour, one of the 
fined and mod fpacious of the Archipelago, can contain a numerous 
fleet: it has, like that of Naussa, in the Ifland of Paros, the incon- 
venience of fiuring the north; which is the reafon that a fliip can with 
difficulty get out of it, becaufe the wind, in thefe parts, conflantly blows 
in fummer, and very frequently in winter, from that quarter. Although 
the anchorage is every where good, veflfels, in the winter feafon, prefer 
flieltering themfelves from the north wind behind the promontory, near 
which we have faid that the ancient town was built. Near the entrance of 
the harbour are feen fome rocks of bafaltes, againfl; which the waves 
break with impetuofity and a dreadful roaring. The fmall defcrt ifland, 
called Anti-Milo by mariners, is to be remarked a few miles to the 
north- weft, and appeared to us volcanic like that of Milo. 

X 2 The 
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The whole population of the ifland amounts not at the prefcnt day to five 
hundred perfons, and this number would diminifii daily, did there not come 
annually from the More a unfortunate people whom diftrefs occafions txi 
emigrate, and whom the culture of the lands attrafts to Milo. The cap- 
tain-pacha has fome difficulty in levying at prefent 2500 piaflxcs by way of 
impoft. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER X. 

Return to C\xxioX\A.^^Departwre from Santorin.-— JQ^/Stj^m ^ ikat,ji/ifi0l[- 
'-^Formation ^ its roacl/le&d and ef the three iflands there JHwfted.-^^ 
Indufiry qf the inhabitants. — Productions. — Impq/ij^Natural hifiorji.r^ 
Extent qf the roadfiead and depth nf the fea. \,y « 

'f. • -.to: ' • 
In the morning of the 3d of Thermidor (21ft of July), wc departc4^^roBi 
Castro, very well fatisfied with having prefervcd, on a peftilentkl/Mand, 
that health which was fo neceflary to us for the continuation of our travels* 
Wc went to the (hore of Apollonia, and embarked for CiMoii<*i*' where 
wc preferred remaining till we could find an opportunity of repairing to 3aic^ 
TORiN. That very evening wc were fo fortunate as to hire a boat belong- 
ing to SiKiKOs, the crew of which were known to the inhabitants of 
C1MOLI8, and the honefty of whofe captain was warranted to us by the 
primates. 

This precaution is not to be neglcfted in the iflands of the Archipe- 
1.A60, and even throughout the Levant, where every one may navi- 
gate without papers, without patents, or without commiflions. An Eur6i< 
pcan traveller would be highly imprudent, were he to embark here with 
mariners for whom no one would be refponfible: he would run a rifk of 
fidling into the hands of fome pirates or of fome villains, who would not 
fitil to plunder him, and to throw him overboard, as foon as a fevourabfe 
opportunity ihould offer. 
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Wc fct out early on the 4th {izd of July), and rowed along the weft 
coaft of CiMOLis, in order to get to windward as much as poflible, waiting 
for the north wind to fpring up. The fea was fmooth, and the iky clear 
and ferene. Our fallors, pulling at the fame time, fang the exploits of the 
pirate Lambro^ while we were obferving the rocks of Cimolis, and the 
windings of that elevated coaft. About nine o'clock they fet the fails, and 

•teAf!ted''W'c6\irft' tbwards the fouth point of Sikinos. At" two o'clock in 
the alftitnoon, ^^e were to the fouthward of that ifland, and in the evening, 

• befort'M^n-ftt, we anchored in the little harbour of San Nicolo^ fituated 
towards the north point of Santorin {Plate VII). The diftance from 
Cimolis to Santorin b fifteen or flxteen leagues. Immediately on our 

isrrival^ iwe;took a boat to go to PniTtAy in order to wait on the Latin bi(hop> 

,for tvhbm we had brought Ictten from Naxos. 

Npthing more fri^itful than the violent convulfion which has taken place 
overall the interior coaft of Thera^ Therasia, and Asfronisis nothing 
more aftonifhing than the formation of the roadftead, and of the three iilands 
which harvc iffucd from the bottom of the fea at known periods. The coaft 
of Saiitorin, nearly a hundred toifes in elevation in fomc places, pre* 
fents itfelf like a perpendicular mountain, formed of various ftrata and of* 
different banks of volcanic fubftances. There has been fome difficulty in 
midcinga praAicable road for afcending ftom the fea to Apakomeria and to 
Prira. Every where elfe it would be impoffible to climb up i^oaft rifing 
-{o fuddenly and io inacceflible. 

On landing under Phira (A), we faw (everal fmall veflels moored to the 
rocks of the coaft: we remarked a confiderable bank of rofe coloured puz- 
xoiana, in which have been dug very exteniive ftorehoufes in order to fitcili* 
tate the exportation of the wine that the iiland produces. We obferved, 
in afcending, feveral ftrata of volcanic alhes, gray or bluifh; banks of 

pumice- 
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pumice-ftone of a blacki(h gray, intermixed with fragments and blocks of 
bafaltes. We afterwards perceived different ftrata of puzzolana of a bright 
red ; a rock of bafaltes on which are to be difUnguifhed pumice-ftones and 
volcanic alhes varioufly coloured; laftly^ a very thick (Iratum of white 
pumice-flone, which extends over the whole furface of the ifland, and which 
is likewife found on Therasia and on Asp no nisi. It took us near half an 
hour to afcend from the fea to the village. 

Under Apanomeria, the ftrata are nearly fimilar to thofe which we 
have juft mentioned, except that, towards the middle of the coaft, there is 
to be remarked a confiderable bank of puzzolana of a beautiful red and of 
an excellent quality, which extends, at the fame time diminiihing in thick*- 
nefs, to the right and to the left, and which is found again in the fanxe dif 
region on the eaftern coaft of Therasia. 

The Latin bi(hop, named Da lend a, received us with much politenefs, 
made us fliare his table, lodged us conveniently, procured us all the infor- 
mation that we wanted, and even carried his complaifance fo far as to defire 
his nephew to accompany us in the different excurfions which we undertook 
in the iiland. 

The next day after our arrival, vft vifited all the north part. We went 
to PmitO'STEPHANu and to Me'reVelli. We turned out of the road 
to fee ScAURO, fituated on a very lofty, volcanic rock, which advances into 
the fea. This is the fee of the Latin bifhop : here he generally paiTes the 
winter, and comes to Phi ra only in the fummer. Scauro was tolerably 
well fortified and fufficiently peopled when tlie ifland belonged to the Dukes 
of Naxos. The inhabitants are at this day abandoning it by degrees, in 
order to eftablifti themfelves at Phira and at Phiro-Stephani, two vil- 
lages which appear likely to be foon united and form but one. From this 

fpot 
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fpot we went to Little St. Elias, a hill fcarcely higher than the ground 
on which Scauro and Me're'velli are fituated. 



The ftratum of white pumice-ftone which • covers the whole ifland, is 
wanting in this fpot: either the rains have carried it away, the ground being 
on a ilope in the north part» or this hill has been the focus of a volcano a 
long time after the formation of this ftratum^ wl^ich is much more pro- 
bable. In fadl, in the upp^r part of Little St. Elias are to be perceived 
different apertures through which the fubtcrraneous fires have efcaped, and 
the fubftances that they have thrown out. All round are here feen blackifh 
fcorise iimilar to drofs of iron, and a hard, fpongy flone, of a beautiful 
ferruginous red, which extends along the coaft as far as Scauro. Towards 
the foot of the hill, we found the fame kind of puzzolana as we had feen 
the day before below Apanomeria; and as it was nearly of the fame 
height, we judged that it belonged to the fame bank. 

On the following days, we vifited, both by fea and by land, the fouth 
part of the iiland as far as the point of Acrotisi. The coaft, here as 
well as in the north part, is every where lofty, perpendicular towards the 
roadftead, and formed of various volcanic ftrata, nearly fimilar to thofe 
which we had remarked below Phira. The ground lies more or lefs on 
E flope from this coaft to the other, and is every where covered, as wc have 
£ud elfewhere, with fcveral toifes of worn down pumice-ftone, on which 
has been formed a little vegetable earth. Mounts St. Stephen and 
St. Elias tower above all the land of Santorin, and though lightly 
covered, in fome places, with the fame fort of pumice-ftone, it is feen that 
they have not experienced the adtion of fire. They are entirely calcareous, 
and formed of a whitifh marble, of a rather bad quality. 

c What 
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What we fay of Thera or of Santorin, likewife applies tpTiiERASiA : 
this laft, like the other, is covered with feveral toifes of pumice-ftone: its 
coaft is lofty, and perpendicular towards the roadflead, and the ground lies 
on a flopc to the oppofite coaft. Aspronisi, formerly Automate*, is 
not fo lofty, but it is, like the other two, rent internally and covered with 
feveral toifes of pumice-ftone, whence it has obtained the name of White 
IsLANDf which it bears at prefentf • 

After having vifited with the greateft attention Tuera, Therasi a, and 
Aspronisi, and convinced ourfelves that thefe three iflands, at a remote 
epoch, muft have formed but one; and that there has taken place a fudden 
and violent depreffion which has divided them, it remained for us to fee 
whether the three iilands of the road prefented an organization different 
from the other three. We employed a whole day m this examination, and 
we had reafon to be (atisfied in feeing that, even had not hiftory told us any 
thing on this fubjed, thefe iilands carry with them the ftamp of the period 
of their formation.] 

From Phira we descended to the little harbour which b fituated at the 
foot of the coaft (A). There we took a boat, and went to land on Little 
Kammeni^ called Micra Ca'imeni by the Greeks. The diftance from the 
harbour to the illand is reckoned two miles. It is of a conical form, and 
is feparated from the other only by a very narrow channel^ in which boats 
and veffels fometimes moor. 



• Thera, cum frimMm emerfit\ cMllifte Matt. Ex ea aviJ/kfoJIt^ ThrqfiM^ mfrntuurium ffmm 
4MX Atamate .^^Yliv. HiR. Nat. lib. \v. cap. xii. 

t From cKTpy white* and from 7«i{i» ifland. 
VOL. II. Y On 
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On this ifland nothing is feen but volcanic a(hes, blacki(h or reddilh, 
\\'hich have run in all diredions, and have iflued from the crater that is dif- 
covered on the fummit. Among thefe afhes are fome fragments of bafaltes, 
and there is already to be perceived a commencement of vegetation; among 
others may be remarked a little fig-tree and fome gramineous plants. 

New K AM MENU Nea CaImenIj is upwards of a mile in length, and pre- 
fents a frightful afpeft when it is viewed near at hand. It is entirely ftudded 
with blocks of black bafaltes, broken, fliarp on their edges, and irregularly 
heaped up. We landed in a fmall cove (B). The waters there are of a 
greenifh yellow: they have loft their tranfparency, fo much fo> that we could 
not perceive the bottom at the depth of a foot. The colour of the waters, 
in this place, is diftinguifhed very well from Phira, elpecially when the fca 
is fnlooth. A few yards from the (hore is a little morafs (C), where the 
waters are more coloured than in the cove. As they cannot be renewed there 
in the fummer, they exhale an odour fo fetid, that we had like all at once 
to have fainted : we got away very quickly from fo infeftious a fpot, and we 
wilhed to attempt to penetrate into the interior of the ifland; but all our 
efforts were fruitlefs; it was impoffible for us to walk on thefe (harp-edged 
mafTes of bafaltes, without running the rifk of having our feet cut, and our 
limbs broken at every ftep. 

To the eaft of the morafs is a conical eminence, on which are ftill per- 
ceived the different mouths whence ifTued fire at the time of the formation 
of the ifland. It is covered with volcanic afhes of various colours,, worn 
down bafaltes and pumice-ftone, on which vegetation is jud beginning to 
eftablifti itfelf. The refl of the ifland is lefs elevated, and neither prcfents 
earth nor aflies, nor any fort of plant. 

'•• Though 
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Though the waters of the cove and of the morafs, of which we have juft • 
fpoken, are ftrongly coloured by exhalations and fubftances which arc pro- • 
bably detached from the bottom; though this place is very certainly the 
focus of a volcano, which, perhaps, will, ere long, manifeft itfclf by fome 
fre(h explofion, the waters, neverthelefs, did not appear to us hot : true it 
is that we had it not in our power to judge of them but by the contad of 
the hand. We had left our thermometers at Phira. We likcwife remarked 
on the wed coaft of Hiera fome recefles where the water appeared in like 
manner flightly coloured; and on almoft all the (bore of thefe three iflands 
Is feen a ferruginous fubftance which is depofited there, and which tinges 
the {tones of a beautiful deep red. 

The iiland Hiera or Old Kammeni is upw^ds of a mile m length; like 
both the preceding, it appears to be nothing but a mafs, without regular 
ftrata, of volcanic fubftances, and particularly of rocks of bafaltes. It is 
covered with a little earth mixed with pumice-flones and volcanic aOics, 
which has given rife to the vegetation that has there been long eftablilhed. 
This iiland is defert and uncultivated. In the fummer only afies and mules 
are fent thither to graze. We think that the vine and the olive-tree would 
grow there tolerably well, and that feveral families might live there on the 
produce of the land. There is not as yet any trace of vegetation on the part 
marked (D): it is lefs elevated than the reil of the ifland, and evidently 
appears of more modern formation. It is nothing but fragments of bafaltes^ 
on which no earthy flratum is yet formed, and the period even of this muft 
be remote, unlefs fome frefti explofion cover again thefe rocks with volcanic 
afhes which may promote vegetation. 

On Hiera, are remariced clefts fomewhat confiderablc, which take the 
dircdtion of its length, and extend almoft from the one extremity to. the 

V 2 other. 
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pthcr. They have, no doubt, been occafioned by the earthquakes which 
have very frequently taken place in thefe countries. 

It is time to fpeak of the formation of the three volcanic iilands that 
are lituated in the road of Samtorik, the periods of which are tolerably 
well marked, either in the ancient, or in fome modern authors. 

TouRNEFORT has not fufficiently well obferved that the two iilands 
Therasia and Aspromisi muft have made part of the large one» and that 
the two Kammenis, the Old one and the Little one, which exifted in his 
time, appear, even at firfl fight, of more modern formation than the others^ 
Therasia, on which Ptolemy places a town, and which Pliny conjec- 
tures, with reafon, to have been detached from Thera, cannot be taken for 
AspRONisi, nor the latter for the former, as Tourneport imagines*. 
AsPRONisi is not conliderable enough for there ever to have been on it tlie 
fmallefl little village, the fmalleft habitation^ while Therasja has fufficient 
extent, and its territory is fufficiently good to have been always the fite of a 
town, as one is ftill to be feen there at the prefent day. Tourneport 
adds that Therasia always bore the name of^HiKRA. the pofition, ac- 
cording to authors, of the Ifland of Hiera, between Thera and Thera- 
BiA, leaves no doubt, and demonflrates that Tourn^fgrt is miftakem 
Befides the inhabitants of Santorin, whom we muft confider as authority 
in this cafe, ftill name thofe iflands as we have marked them on the chart, 
the one TiiEitASLu the other JsPROKisiy and the third PalaiA'CaimenIm 

Hiera or the Sacred Ifland was dedicated to the gods of hell, becaufe 
it had been feen to iflTue all on fire from the bottom of the fea through the 
efTedt of a volcano. Pliny fays that this event took place one hundred' and 
thirty years after that which had feparated Thera from Therasia. M.d>£ 

CUOISEUL 
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Chois£UL affirms^ according to Father Hardouin, that there is a miftake 
in the dates, and that it wa^ not till forty years after that the Ifland of HiSBA 
made its appearance. 

Bribtius fays that in the year 47, there arofe ail on a fudden from the 
bottom of the fea, near Thera, a fmall ifland which had not yet been feeii.*. 

. In the year 196, before J. C. fays Justin us, there was feen to iflue after 
an earthquake^ an ifland between Thera and Therasia, which was called 
Sacred, and which was dedicated to Pluto j-. 

Dion Cassius mentions the fuddea appearance of a fmall ifland near thaC 
of Theba^ during the reign of Claudius. Syncellus mentions it in the 
forty-fixtb year after J. C. and places it between Thera and Therasia. 
But it appears that,, fome time after,, there arofe another ifland' called TnUr 
which difappeared or was united to the Sacred Ifland. Mention is made o£ 
it in Pliny X» i^ Th£opkan£s§» and in Brl£tius||. 

* B9C mm fCbriJfi ^yJjuMd Tiiram iti/UaM^ fanva infiduwai non 'vi/a, rtfeati ap/Mrttit; mari 
inim hoc JBgtum im bMC fmrtt Jui,fertiUfuit ntmarpm in/nUurum juiinA ex ftmio afturii irumpnaium- 
Bribt. «jnr. maul. ViiuU 1692. vol. ii. p. 63. 

f Eodtm Mtmn' int^ infidms Thirmmaum it TierMfiimh midia mtrimffm rifm it maris /path tirnf 
au$ui fmt in fu$ cam od/auraticai nanfigaatium^ nfini} ex fTofundo cum calidis aquis in/ula emerfit^ 
Bmc Sacra maun ift qu4t n/cta Plutom'* jiamus vtn 196 «»/# Cbriftkat, Just; lib; xxx. cap. iv. 

X Et in noftr^ ^rcw Tbiajuxta ioadim Htiram mmteu Plirv Ub-W. cap* xiL 

^ Sui Lnmi I/aurici icMoaiacbo refert Baromiu : itttir Tbiramtt Tbcrapamcjcladas infidast prima 
nfapar at iX camino igtus vifus ift ibuUin ix profunda maris per aliqaas*diest qui poulatim incrajfatust et 
Slatatas i$tiu igneus apparuit,, ppftea *u€r9 pctriaos pandas grandes et cuaudos quo/dam tranfmifit per 
aai*otrfam.minartm Afiam et Ltfioy it Jbydum atariiimam Macedmiiet adeo ut etiam tota /uperficies 
auaris it/dim caategeretar. In mtdo aaiem iaitti ignis , no*va repfnie iitfula ix terr^a cmqerie fa^a infulm 
fum Sacra dkitur, copulata eft. 

II In Itaia auuri, inter Tberam. et Tber4sfiaM» ira^ ignis, i mari, qaemjeaita ingfms w p/aaUum, it 
fanta^ at tit am jEgei maris faciam iai^itret \ ac dtrnqui indidem imtrfit infida ex terror ceagtrie fa^a, 
qu4t /acTiP in/Jit copulata ^.^ ^ maris kcut Jmpfr fmcMdus in btftoriis legitar. Brut, page 
235. 

J •.s.:. " Nothing 
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Nothing remarkable aherwards happened till 1427, when a frcfh explo- 
fibn produced a rather great and very diflinguifliablc increafc to the Ifland 
of Hi ERA (D), mention of which is made in fome Latin vcrfcs engraved on 
a marble at Scauro, near the church of the Jefuits*. In 1573, was formed, 
^er a frefh explofiOn which lafted for fome time, the Little Kammeni, 
fuch as we fee it at the prefent day. Father Richard, a Jefuit, fays thaty 
in his time, there were feveral old men in San tor in, who had feen that 
ifland formed in the middle of the fea, aqd that they had, on that account, 
named it Micra Caimeni, Little Burnt Island. 

When TouRNEFORT vilited Santorin at the beginning of the laft 
century, the New Kammeni was not yet in exiftence: it m^ not till fome 
years after, from 1 707 to 171 1, that it ifiVied by degrees from the bofbm of 
the fea, after various earthquakes. Every increafe that this ifland received, 
was announced by a dreadful noife, and followed by a white fmokc^ thick 
and infedious. The whole was terminated by a Qiower of Augments of ba* 
faltes, pumice-ftones, and afhes, which were fpread to a great diftance. The 
details of this memorable event are reported at length, either in the jour- 
nals of the times, or in a Latin pamphlet made on the ipot by a Jefuit priefl. 

If the reader refleft on the confiderable changes which the Ifland of San- 
torin has experienced through the efiedts of a volcano that a6ts on it from 
a very remote period, he will remark in them four principal periods, very 



* Magnottime francifce beroum certijjima froks 
Viiii ocuUs claJiSf qu^e mira Mere 
Milli fuadrigtntis CbriJH Ubintihiu mmii 
^mnquies UH4lims tfiis jungendo duobus 
9iftimo raliwdas diomMs murmun 'vmjh 
Vajhu Tkerafinus immami faxa cmnnm 
Cumgtmt^ awdJUi Jnpthffim^ ftuemihus tmf 
Affartti magmm pgmt mnmroMi mnftmm. 

difGna 



OrrOMAN EMPIRE. 167 

diftind from each other. At the firft period the ifland was limited to Mounts 
St. Stbphen and St. Elias, as far as the environs of Pirgos and of Mss* 
SARiAy the only places that are not volcanized. Tlie fecond was the forma* 
tion of the reft of the ifland as far as Therasia and Aspronisi. The 
roadftead then did not exift^ and the iiland was as large again^ of a rounded 
or oblong form: the ground rofe in the form of a calotte more or lefs irregular 
at its fummit, commanded at one of the extremities by Mounts St. Stepheh 
and St. ExiAS. The third period was the fudden and extraordinary depisef- 
fiofi which took place in the middle of the ifland, whence has refulted the 
roadftead. The fourth and laft period » is the formation of three iflands 
which have fucceffively ifTucd from the bottom of the fea. Perhaps, there 
will one day be formed others^ perhaps^ all thefe iflands will be united to 
each other, and all the fpace which the roadftead occupies, will again be 
filled up. It is impofiible to fbrefee aU the changes that may take place as. 
long as the volcano which exifts at Santorin, (hail be in adivity. 

We fay that there was a period when this ifland was lefs confiderable than 
it has been in the fequeL In fad, if we confkler that the three iilands which 
form the road, are entirely compofed of fubftances vomited forth by a vol- 
cano, difpofed in fbrata and in banks^ correfponding to each other, we fliall 
be inclined to believe that all thefe fubftances thrown out from the bottom 
of the fea» have formed an ifland nearly circular. And then if we remark 
around the roadflead the coaft which is perpendicular a great way into the fca, 
is it not evident that there has beea in the fequel a fudden depreflion of a 
great part of the ifland which went to occupy the voids that the anterior ex- 
plosions lupft have formed 2 This deprefEon by occafioning the circular 
rending wjiicb b to be remarked all round the roadftead, formed of a fingle 
<u^^ thefe iilifids known iaantiqiiiLty by the names of Tuera, Therasia^ 
aoA A-UTOAfATE. Evea though the ancient authors had not tranfmitted 
9ft^^Y\ *f!^ J?9M>d ^ which the Ifland Hxj^ra ifTued from the Jbottom of i^ 

S fea. 
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lea, «ven though we had not known the exaA period of the fudden appcar^^ 
ance of the Little and the New Kammsmi, infpedion alone would indicate 
that thefe three iflands are of a formation very pofterior to that of the other 
three; for, independently of their not prefenting the fame organization, they 
are not covered with that thick flratum of white punnice-flone which is to 
be remarked in the lilands of Thera, Thbrasia, and Aspronisi. This 
ftratum appears evidently to have been produced before the appearance of 
Trera, and even before the formation of the roadftead, fince no traces of it 
are to be feen on that illand, and (ince it does not (hew itfelf on any of the 
-advanced parts of the coaft. 

Santorin, according to Flint, received the name of Causta or 
Handsome Island, after having iflued from the bofom of the waters: it af- 
terwards bore that of Thera^ one of its kings f the name which it has at the 
prefent day, is formed of that of St. Irene, to whom the ifland was dedi- 
cated under the emperors of the EaiL 

It is not to be doubted that if we confider what Sai^tortn muft have 
been at its fecond period, becaufe it is (till fo at this day» we (hall ea(ily be 
perluaded that it muft have been one of the fineft and moft fertile iflands of 
the Archipelago. Its circular form, a foil entirely fufceptible of culture 
which rofc by degrees from the borders of the fea in the form of a calotte 
flattened on its top. Mounts St. Stephen and St. Elias, fituated at one 
of the extremities, covered, perhaps, with verdure and wood — every thing 
concurred to render Santo r in, if not a very beautiful ifland, at lead one of 
the moft ^roeable of the Archipelago; for, in the fuppofition that this 
mountain was covered with vegetables, it contributed to thd cmbelUKhment 
of the ifland; it furni(hed wood to the inhabitants, and afforded them, per- 
haps, a very copious fpring of water. In fine, if this mountatii was ctethed 
ivith wood before the rains had wafhied away the earth which cbVehsd It; ^ the 
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latter mud have retained the rain waters, muft have permitted them to pene- 
trate into its bofom; and (hen tiie fmall fpring of water, which is perceived 
there towards Messaria^ muft have been much more copioms than it is at 
the prefent day, when this calcareous mountain is almoft entirely naked. 

The other iflands of thefe feas have their furfece very unequal. They 
are no more than naked mountains, covered with rocks: there are but a few 
vallies, a few fmall plains, and a few rifing grounds that are cultivated. 
Their afpeft is far lefs agreeable than that which Santorin muft have 
prefented at this period; and at the prefent day, even notwithftanding the 
fmall extent of its territory, though it wants a good harbour, though it has 
none but ciftern water, it is ftill the moft populous and the richeft of all the 
fmall iflands of the Archipelago. 

In thQ Annals of the Worlds by Brietius, we find that, thirty years 
before the Ionic emigration, Theras, fon of Autesion and nephew of 
PoLYNiCEs, caufed a colony of Minyse to be conveyed to Calista, in 
order to augment there the number of the inhabitants. The Minys were 
defendants of the Argonauts, who had followed Jason into Colchis, and 
who, on their return, had ftopped at^ Lemxos, and had there eftablifhed 
themfelves. The defcendants of thefe heroes, driven fome time after from 
Lemnos by the Pelafgi, took refuge in Sparta, where they were kindly 
received. Lands even were given to them, and they were married to girls of 
the country. But as thefe ftrangers, ever reJftlefs and ambitious, were in the 
fequel convided of endeavouring to feize on the fovereign authority, they 
were apprehended and condemned to death. Love infpired one of their wo- 
men with a trick which fuccecded. Having obtained permiflion to fee their 
hu(bands previous to the execution of the fcntencc,. they changed clothes 
with them, and, by means of this dilguife, the hufbands got out in the darfc 
from their confinement, and fled to Mount Tay get us; Thcn.it w^s that 
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Theras demanded thero, obtained them, artd conduced them to CAunAp 
which, fince that time, was called Theka. Thus it was^ fays the author^, 
that this wife man found means to render ufeful rebels and plunderers who 
had deferved death. 

The inhabitants of TafeRA^ it is faid, neither mourned for children whor 
died before the age of feven years, nor for men who ceafcd to exift beyond 
fifty: the former, becaufe they had not yet entered into life;: the latter^ be-- 
caufe they were become ufekfs. This cudom, more barbarous than rational^ 
could not have been introduced but among an infulated peopfe,. few in num« 
ber, where all the merit of a man confills in proditcrng children and in em«. 
ploying his arm ia defence of bis country. But when it is neceflkry to en^ 
lighten; when it is neceflary to guide youth,, proud, prefumptuous, and un« 
&ilful; when it is neceflary to feize>. with a fteady, experienced hand, t he- 
Helm of affairs, in a vaft State^ agitated and threatened oiv all (ides; when». 
through the extent of conceptions, it is neceflary,. in the prefent and the 
pad, to read the future without being miilaken, will it then be faid that, afe 
fifty years old,, man has lived long enough,, and' that there remains nothing, 
more for him to do than to quit a life henceforth ufelefs to himfelf and to 
liis fellow-creatures ^^ Undoubtedly not: it is at this age, much more than« 
at any other, that he is capable of ferving his country with his head, if he 
be kfs qualified to ferve it with his arni«. 

But let us kave &ble and fi^^bns, and go and examine on Mount St.. 
Stephen the ruins of the ancient city: we (hall judge, from their afpeft^ 
how populous and flburifliing Th^ra was under the Roman Empire. 

On paflij)gbe)ow Messa-ria^ we faw in the wall of aaenclofure, a (latue 
of a woman in marble, to which tlie head, the arms, and the legs, were 
wanting. Notwithftanding the bad condition in which it was, this (latue 
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appeared to us to have a tolerably handfome form. VVc 'alighted from our 
cnules at the foot of the mountain^ and afcended by a road rather (lee{H 
and fo much the more difEcult, as in feveral places the ground is covered 
with loofe, worn down pumice-ftone. 

About a third of the way up the mountain there is a fmall fpring of water, 
which we found very good : it fervcs to quench the third of feme (heep 
and goats which graze in this quarter. Having reached the fummit, wc di- 
re^fted our (teps to the left, leaving on the right Mount St. Eli as, which 
is much more elevated than the ground on which we flood. 

What firft (Iruck us, were fome farcophagi cut in a calcareous rock. On 
advancing, wc difcovered the remains of the walls which formerly furrounded 
the city : we perceived veftiges of houfes and fome cifterns in pretty good 
prefervation. We prefently faw the modern church dedicated to St. Ste- 
phen, probably built on the ruins of the temple of Minerva or of Nep- 
tune. Farther on, in walking a little obliquely to the left, are found the 
ruins of another temple. Here arc feen walls very thick, truncated pieces 
of pillars of a gray marble, fcattered on the ground, and half-buried. To- 
wards the extremity of the town is feen a rather laigc hexagon, of no great 
elevation^ on which it is probable that there was formerly a ftatuc Was 
it that of Marcus Aurelius, or of Antoninus, which the inhabitants 
of Thera raifcd in honour of thofe emperors? By the fide of this hexagon 
is a fmall dcferted modern building, eredcd on the foundations of fome an- 
cient edifice more confiderable. We remarked, at the foot of a wall, a 
marble farqophagus, on the faces of which fome foliage was fculptured in 
relief: at the two extremities were latyrs very much injured. 

The Ruffians, wc were tokf; carried off fome tntcrefting infcriptions, (la- 
tues, and bafs-icliefs ; they bfoke fcvend pillan ia etxkaYouring to take them 
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away. Some time before our arrival. Citizen F aw el alfo dug for curio- 
fities by order of M. de Choiseul; which procured him a few pieces that 
had efcaped the refearches of the Ruffians. We alfo found fomc infcriptions 
which have not been remarked by the travellers who have preceded us, 
or at lead have not yet been publiflied by them: they were copied with 
the grcateft care by Lazarus Albi, a prieft diftinguifhed by his virtues,, his. 
knowledge, and a profound ftudy of Greek literature. 

This town was of moderate Cze; its length was great in comparifbn to 
its breadth. The walls which furrounded it, had fufficient folidity, and 
muft have defended it tolerably well; but it was its pofition on a very fteep. 
mountain, ftill more than its walls, which fecurcd.it from the attacks qP its 
enemies. 

From this place^ the eye can extend to a great diflance m every direc»- 
tion, except towards Mount St. Eli as, which is much more lofty; When: 
the weather is fine> you perceive the fummit of Mount Ida in Crete,. 
and you eafily difcover Anaphe, Astypaljea, Ios, Naxos, and the 
greater part of the Cyclades. The plain which is feen below, in the 
weft quarter, is the- moft fertile and the moft produftive place of the ifland'.. 
Veffels anchor fometimes in fummer off the ftiore at which this plain termi* 
nates. The bottom is fand and gravel. 

Santorin, in proportion to its extent, is the richeft and moft populous 
of all the iflands of the Archipelago. There are reckoned on it five 
principal villages, in each of which is a primate: Apakomeria, Scauro^ 
FiRGoSy Emborio, and Acrotiri. The primates, diftinguiflhed by the 
name of Epitropiy are charged with the police of their diftrift, with the 
convoking of the principal inhabitants for the aflemblies relative to the 
afiair^ of the. iiland, with fupcrintpnding the coUedjon of the impofts, &c. 

They 
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They are renewed every year, and appointed by the general aflembnes of the 
people. Befides thefe five principal villages, there are feveral other fmaller 
ones, fuch as Merevelli, FouRvouLOy PHiRo-STEPHANif Phira, Gonia^ 
CARTERADOt FoTONAy Messaria^ and MegalO'Chorio. The populatioa 
exceeds twelve thoufand fouls,, almofl all of the Greek church. 

The number of Roman catholics has diminilhed fince TouRNEFORr^ 
for, in his time, they amounted to one-third of the inhabitants, and they 
form not a fixth at prefent. There are two bilhops: the one Latin, who 
paflcs the winter at Scauro, and the fummer at Phira; and the other 
Greek, whofe refidcnce is at Pirgos. Here Jefuits formerly refided; they 
have been fucceeded by Lazarifts: they both have been for a long time 
charged with the education of fbme young people. Here are^ befides, two 
convents of nuns, the one Latin, and the other Greek : the Latin convent 
follows the rule of St. Dominic, and the Greek that of St. Basil. The 
Greek priefls are in this ifland as numerous as they are throughout the Ar* 
cuiFELAGO, and they are here almofl as poor. 

The inhabitants of Saxtorin are very laborious and very temperate : 
they ar« juftly reckoned to have more morals and more probity than thofc 
of Naxos. They are alfo much more induftrious and much richer. They 
apply themfelves with incredible aftivity to the culture of the vine and that 
of cotton* The women manufafture cloths of different qualities : they alfo 
knit caps and flockings, which they fell to flrangers, and fend to Russia 
and to fome towns of Italy. It is the nuns who fabricate the fineft and 
the beft cloths. This trade is fomewhat extenfive, confidering the fmall po.- 
pulation of the ifland; and as the cotton which is gathered is not fufEcient 
for the induftry of the inhabitants, they draw it from the other iflands, and 
in particular from Scala NovAy in the Gulf of Ephesus. 
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Wine forms the principal revenue of the ifland : the mod efleemed is that 
known under the name of Vhio Santo. It is fweet, lufcious, and of indif- 
ferent quality the firft year: it becomes very good as it acquires age, and 
preferable to the beft Cyprus wine. The inhabitants fell it at no more 
than three or four parats the oke at the vintage. It almoft all goes to 
Russia, it is made with white grapes very ripe, which are expofed for 
eight days to the fun, fprcad on the terraces or flat roofs of the houfes. 
They are afterwards trodden; then prcfled, and the new wine is put into 
cafks, which are carefully bunged till the fermentation has ceafed. 

The common wine is not very good: it is in general fweet, and eafily turns 
four. It is made with white grapes and with black grapes indifTerently, 
which are trodden on coming out of the vine3'ard: the new wine is imme- 
diately drawn to be put into caiks. As the grapes are too ripe and too fac- 
charine, in order that the fermentation may take place more eafily, the 
inhabitants are accuftomed at SantoriNj as well as in all the iilands of 
the Archipelago, to add a fourth or even a third of water. They fuflTcr 
this wine to ferment about a month, after which the calk is dofely bunged. 
On the lees which remain in the vat, a rather large quantity of water is 
poured, and it is left to ferment for eight or ten days. The wine which 
ari(es from it is then drawn off, and the lees are prefled. This wine, which 
is of a quality very inferior, fervcs, during the whole year, for the ufe of 
the inhabitants; the other is fold at one or two parats the oke to flrangers. 

The cellars are fpacious and very clean: they are dug in the bank of 
white pumice-ftone, which we have faid covers the whole ifland. The 
tipper part is cut into the form of an arch. Some rich individuals coat the 
infide of thefe cellars with a cement^ others put none^ and it appeared to us 
that this was not neceflfaiy. Although this fubftance is flriabk and rather 
ibfty the archy however, is very folid, and it feldom happens that any portion 

at 
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at all confiderable breaks off* from it« The caiks are placed in two rows* 
Thei« b towards the entrance of the cellar a fquare vat, tolerably large^ 
conftru^ed in mafonry» cemented on^ the mlide with a nuxture of lime 
and pumice-done pafled through a fieve* 

The quantity of wine which is exported from Santortk every year, is 
very confiderable: it is eftiraatedr in an ordinary/ vintage^ at a million of 
okes. Hence is Mo exported a fmall quantity of brandy. The inhabitants^ 
deprived of fpring-water, are fcarcely acquainted with any other beverage 
than their fmall wine. They drink it, though turned four^ and in this con- 
dition it is (till agreeable. We ourfelves made ufe c^ it with pleafure, and 
without inconvenience, during the intenfc heat which we experienced in the 
iiland. 

Though the foil of Santorin is very dry, and far from fertife, the cotton 
tree and the vine thrive there extremely well. The furface of the foil it 
nothing but a mixture of pumice-ftone,, fragments of bafaltes, and vegetable 
earth, produced by the dung which is put on it, and by the decompofition 
of the vegetables which there grow. The cotton of Santorin appears tc 
differ from the herbaceous cotton which is cultivated in the other iilands : 
it is flirubby, and lafts fifteen or twenty years. It is cut annually even with 
the ground* The gathering takes place from the end of Frudidor to Bru» 
maire- 

The vine-plants are fet at the diftance of two of three feet from eacK. 
ether,, and they arc fuffered to grow for ten or twelve years without being cut 
in any way. When it is thought that they have acquired a fufficient fizc, 
they are annually trimmed, at the fame time more (hoots are left than wie 
leave in the South of France. The vine-plant is fupportcd, in order that 

it 
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The villages fituated on the fummit of the interfered ground of the road- 
ftcac], have a very Angular afpeft. The houfjs are half cut into the pumice* 
ftonc, half built on the outfide of it, and placed the one above the other, 
according to the difpofition of the ground. The part which is elevated on 
the outfide, is levelled at the top like a terrace, by means of a mixture of 
lime and pumice-done fiftcd: fuch are Apaxomeria^ Scauro, Merevelli, 
PiiiROi Stepiiasi, and Phira. The pooreft villages inland, fuch as Four- 
rouLOi CoyDO'CiioRif and Messaria^ fituated on a declivity, are nothing 
more than an aflemblage of caverns made in the pumice-ftone. There is 
only a fmall portion of the front of each habitation that is a little walled 
up, on account of the entrance-door. Pirgos is the moft confiderable, 
the bed built, and the richeft village of the ifland. There you breathe a 
pure air, and enjoy an agreeable profpeft. Almoft all the houfes of San- 
to rin have a ciflern, which the inhabitants take care to fill in the rainy 
feafon : they have no other water to drink and to give to their cattle. 

The partridge and the hare, fo common in moft of the iflands of the 
Archipelago, are very fcarcc at Santorin, The rabbit which we faw 
at Texedos, at Mycoxi, at Delos, at Paros, at Scio, and elfewhere, 
is not here to be found » but, to make amends, the quail is in plenty from 
the end of Fruftidor. The inhabitants purfuc it by means of a net fixed 
to a hoop of three or four feet in diameter, to which is adapted a ftick levcn 
or eight feet long. The fportfman cafts hb net on a ftump of the vine, or 
of the cotton-tree, where he fufpeds that there is any quail fquatted, and 
it happens rather frequently that he catches one. We faw feveral taken 
the following year, in Frudlidor, in lefs than a quarter of an hour. 

As the inhabitants cannot confume all the quails which this kind of 

fport procures, they are in the habit of parboiling them, and preferving them 
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all the winter in vinegar, or in vino fanto. This is a very delicate diffi, 
which furpafles the fig-pecker of Cyprus prepared in the lame manner. 

We faw in the fame feafon the Alpine crow*. We were told that it was 
a bird of paflage, and that it came from the mountains of Asia Minor^ 

The road of Santorin is about feven miles in length from north to 
fouth, and fix in breadth from the little harbour of Piiira to the Ifland 
of Aspronisi- It would be one of the bed ports of the Archipelago,. 
if (hips could caft anchpr there; but the lead indicates a confiderable deptli 
of water, fuch as two hundred and fifty and three hundred fathoms. Boats 
anchor at San Nicolo: veffels make faft by mooring below Phira,, 
when they come to load with wine. If bad weather oblige them to take 
Ihelter at Santorin, they generally make faft between the Little and 
the New Kammeni, till the fquall be over. Frigates may caft anchor 
in fifteen or twenty fathoms water, over a gravelly bottom to the fouth- 
ward of the Old Kammeni, at the fame time taking the precaution to rurt 
out immediately a hawfer to the Ihore. 

Some little diftance to the fouth fouth-weft of the Little Kammeni^ 
the bottom of the fea rifcs, and the lead indicates no more than fifteen or 
twenty fathoms; but this bottom is of ftone and rock, on which a fliip^ 
canAot anchor. The filhermen belonging to the ifland aiSirm that it has. 
rifen confidcrably within a fliort time, which fecms to announce the ap- 
proaching formation of a new iHand. 

We think that it would be imprudent to remain too long at anchor 
between the Littjlb and the New Kammeni, on account of the vicinity 
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of the latter, which exhales a very fetid fmell, and muft be extremely un- 
wholefomej for, independently of the waters which ftagnate there, the 
volcanic exhalations that proceed from this place and the environs, muft 
infedb the air to a rather great diilance, and foon occafion dangerous 
difordcrs. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Jrrival at C^u^dh.^^De/cription of that toicn. — Vifit to the pacha. — Dc^ 
parture. — Arrival at Retimo. — Behaviour of the pacha. — Arrival at 
Canea. — Defcription of the environs. — Temperature. — Obfervations on the 
winds. — Earlliquake. 

Impatient to repair to the Mc of Crete, and to fee the country o£ 
Jupiter and of Minos, wc embarked on the 12th of Thermidor (30th o£ 
July), in the evening, in a large boat with lateen fails, which had arrived 
a few days before at Port San Nicolo. The captain, a Muffulman by 
religion, was a native of Tunis. He often firequented the iflands of the 
Archipelago, and enjoyed a very good reputation. He had brought 
mantegue* from the Gulf of Sidr a in Africa, and was going to Candi a 
to take on board for Egypt a cargo of raifins, almonds, St. John's breads 
liquorice-roots, and honey. 

As the diftance from Santorin to Candia is about thirty l«^es, we 
fhould have preferred embarkihg on board a European veflel, rather than? 
making this trip in one of the country-boats: but there was no choice left 
for us. Merchant-veffels frequent but little the harbour of Santorin in- 
fummer; and, in that feafon, the regularity of the wind allows of navigating,, 
without fear and without danger, in fmall boats.. 



• Mantiiai is a mixtare of butter and mutton-fuct, of which the Orientals make ufe ia 
iheir ragooti and paftry.. 
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Wc fct out from Santorin in the evening, in order to arrive in broad 
day at Candia. We left on the right the little Ifland of Christiana, 
and we fleered, without compafs, nearly towards the fouth. The north wind 
fell, as ufual, after itmfet : it was faint and variable during the night, and, 
in the morning, we found ourfelves ten or twelve leagues from Candia, ta 
the north-e'all of Dia. As we were too far to the eaftward, and as the 
wind, which blew from eight o'clock in the rooming, was north north-weft, 
we plied to windward a part of the day, in order to pafs to the weftward 
of Dia; which was the reafon that we did not enter the harbour till the 
evening of the 13th (31ft of July). 

We made the captain acknowledjge that it is much better to confult a 
compafs, as foon as one lofes fight of the land, than the ftars and the fun, 
which do not indicate the courfe with the fame prccifion. Notwithftanding 
this avowal, he fet fail for Egypt a few days after, difdaining to purchafc 
an excellent compafs which a Ragufan mariner offered him at a low price, fa 
much empire has habit over an ignorant man^^ 

The firft chain of Mount Ida, which rifes in the form of a pyramid to 
the fonth-weft of Candia, ferves at a diftance as a land-mark to navigators, 
who wilh to anchor in the harbour of that town. The little Iflrind of Dias 
fituated to the eaft north-eaft, known to mariners under the name of Stax^ 
Dia*, equally concurs to guide their route: it does more; it affords them 
an afylam in the three roadfteads which it has in its fouth quarter. Wc 
fhall have occafTon to fpcak of them elfewhere. 

The harbour of Caxdia is defended from the north wind by rocks, on * 
which has been built a ftrong jetty parallel to the coaftj it is very fafe, and 
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might contain from thirty to forty merchant-veflels if it were dug and kept 
in order. It can at this day receive but eight or ten, and thefe too muft be 
lightened or unloaded -, for there are no more than eight or nine feet water 
in the infide of the harbour, and about fifteen at its entrance. The Turks, 
who enjoy eveiy where with the indifference of a tenants the Turks, who 
make every thing worfe, and never any thing better, fufTer it to be choked 
tjp from day to day without employing themfelves on the means of clear- 
ing it; which. w>uld, neverthelefs, be very eafy, the bottom being of fand, 
and mud. 

In front of the jetty, to the left on entering, are arfenals which are allowed 
to fall into decay: thefe were conftrufted by the Venetians in 1552, to 
judge of them from that date put underneath the arms of the Republic. 
They fuflfered greatly at the time of the fiege of this place by the Turks, in 
1.667, *66S, and 1669: fome even have lofl a great part of their roof. 
Thefe arfenals, to the number of ten, are, properly fpcaking, nothing more 
than docks, which that induftrious and trading people had conftrufted for 
building gallies, and for putting them under cover when they were laid up. 

From the harbour the entrance into the town is by a gate, which is fhut 
at night. Walls of a folid conftruftion, a good ditch, and fome advanced 
works, defend this place very well by land. The houfes are better built than 
all thofe which we had hitherto feen, if we except Scio; but the population 
here is not in proportion to its extent. Here are fcarcely reckoned ten or 
twelve thoufand Turks, two or three thoufand Greeks, and about fixty Jews. 
The Greeks who inhabited it, before -it was fubjedted to the Turks, followed 
the Venetians at the time of the capitulation, or m^de their efcapc into the 
country* They come not at this day without trembling to fettle in a town 
where tlaeir exiftence is inceiTantly threatened by the janizaries, and their 
fortune very frequently invaded by the pachas. 

Candia 
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Candia is fituated on a lawn of no great elevation. The ground^ fup- 
ported towards the fea by a (Irong wall built on rocks, affords an agreeable 
walk. Here are feen feveral pieces of cannon with the arms of Venice, 
capable of defending by fea the approaches of the place. The feraglio of 
the pacha ftands on the oppofite fide, and occupies the fite on which was 
built the palace of the proveditor. The handfomeft. churches, damaged by 
the fiege, have been repaired and converted into mofques. The houfes con- 
ftrufted by the Venetians have difappeared for a long time; but the fortifi- 
cations have been carefully kept up, fo much importance does the Porte 
annex to the prefervation of the ifland* 

We (hall not undertake to decide whether Candia occupies the poG- 
tion of the ancient Cyta:um, as fome geographers appear to believe, or that 
of MatiuMj as fome others fuppofe: we fliall only fay, from the places which 
we attentively vifited in a fecond voyage, that it appears to us more proper 
to confider the ruins of a town, fituated four leagues to the weft, as thofe 
of Cytjeum. We (hall place Mativm two leagues to the eaft of Candia, 
facing DiA, as Pliny calls it. Heraclea, which is known to have been 
the harbour of Cnossus, ftill exifts four or five leagues to the eaftward. 
That of Candia, the bed on the whole coaft, appears to us, in this fuppo- 
fition, to be Port Panormus, fituated, according to Ptolemy, betweea 
Crr.£L AT and Her ac lea. 

The name of Candia, which this town bears at the prefent day, come* 
from the Saracen word chandax or candax, which (ignifics entrenchment,, 
becaufc it was in this place that the Saracens entrenched thcmfelves wheft 
they came to make the conqueft of the ifland, under the emperor Michaejc^ 
I. furnamed the Stammerer. 
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Jn 1645, the Turks got poflcflion of Caxea, RLTiMa, and all the Ifland 
of Cretl; but they were unable to make themfclves maftcrs of the forts of 
Gaabusa, Suda, Spina-Longa, and the town of Candia. Maho- 
met IV. who was fenfible that he fliould never be the quiet poflcflbr of 
this important ifland, as long as the Venetians fliould occupy the capital, 
in 1667, fent his vifir Achmet Klperli with a confiderable army in order 
to lay fiege to it. The Venetians, ftill mafters of the harbour and of the 
fea, preferved the power of tranfmitting fuccours of every kind ; and the 
place, well fortified and vig-.roufly defended, was capable of refifl.ing for a 
long time all the efforts of the Ottoman Empire. 

The army of the befiegers had been feveral times reinforced : already were 
reckoned upwards of one hundred thoufand Turks who had perifhed at the 
foot of the walls by tlie fire of the place, or by the explofion of mines* 
The Venetians received frefti fuccour from France, which would, un- 
doubtedly, have obliged the Turks to retire, when the town, under the 
command of Morosini, capitulated through the artifice of a Greek in 
the fervice of the Porte, after a fiege of two years and a half, and the 
lofs of thirty thouland men, Venetians, Piedmontefe, and French. 

When we arrived in Candia, the vice-confulate was vacant. We found 
only a fimple agent, to whom we communicated the projedl which wc had 
of vifiting the eaft: and middle part of the ifland before wc repaired to 
Retimo and Cane a. The drogueman, a- Jew by birth, more officious 
than we could have wiflied, came to recommend to us, the day after our 
arrival, to wait on the pacha, in order to difcharge, he faid, a duty, and 
to yield to the wifli which this refpedable old man had to fee us, and to 
confult us refpeding his health. " You wifl obtain from him," added he, 
^^ all the accommodation that you can defire for viiiting the ifland without 
^ any danger." 

Our 
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Our firll movement was to refufe to go to the pacha's, of whom we had 
nothing to afk. " What purpofc can this vifit anfwer?" (aid wc to the 
drogueman. '^ It is at lead ufelefs. Shew him our firmans, tell him who 
*^ we are, and what we are come here to do: tell him, befides, that we do 
<' not praftife phyfic, although we gather plants; and give him to under* 
** (land, that it is very frequently dangerous for a perfon to confult phy- 
<< (icians when he is in good^ health/' The drogueman perfifted : he told us 
that we could not proceed one (lep in the ifland if we did not accede to 
the wilhes of the pacha. The agent was of hb opinion : fome captains of 
vefTels, prefent at our converiation, applauded this propoial: curiofity pleaded 
alfo in favour of the drogueman: we confented; and, in the afternoon, we 
were conduced to the feraglio. 

Wc were firft received in the apartments of the principal officers, who 
fpoke to us with eagernefs of the French revolution, and of the war which 
we then had to fuftain againfl the natund ejiemies of the Porte. We 
replied to all their queftions with referve: this fubjeft was too delicate to be 
treated of in Turkey. We were offered pipes, coffee, (herbet, and per- 
fumes, after which it was announced to us that the pacba wns ready to re- 

ceive us. 

* 

We had found nothing but fo&s in the apartment of the officers; we (aw 
two chairs in that of the pacha> placed at a little diftance from him. On 
entering, we made him our falutation in the oriental ilyle, which he re- 
turned ♦. He invited us to (it down: the drogueman and the agent's foa 
fquatted on a carpet. After the cuftomary compliments on our fafe arrival. 



* It confifts in carrying tke right hand to the heatt, and inclining tht head a little. The 
Turks pronounce between therofelves tht'ir jmlam mtmiA, /alum aUiMim, which they take good 
care not to fay to a non^MufTuiman. 
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the pacha fpokc to us of his health, and be^ed us to fed his pulfe. He 
was a good-looking old man, upwards of ieventy years of age. We complied 
with his requeft; we told him that he was in good health,, and that he had 
flill upwards of twefity years to live. He appeared iatisficd with thk predic- 
tion. 

He afterwards aiked us what was the object of our travels. *^ Curiofity 
^ and the defire of acquiring knowledge," anfwered we, ^ bring us into 
^* your iiland. We have paiTed fome months at Constantinople; we 
*' have vifited mod of the iilands of the Arcuib£lago> we would wifli 
^' to take a look at the celebrated country which you govern^ and gather 
*' fome of thofe balfamic plants which Heaven has heiie fcattered with pso- 
" fufion.**— *^ That cannot be,.'* faid he to us coldly: " I cannot give you 
^ fuch a permiffion.'* We fhewed hini our firmans^, by which we had the 
power of vifiting all (he countries Aibjeft to the Ottoman government. 
«* That canno* be,** continued the pacha. We in&mced feveral* travellers;, 
we fpoke of feameoi. who walk about the iiland with the greatefl: freedom^ 
who go a (hooting^ and wherever they pleale. The pacha flill repeated r 
^^ That cannot be:. you9 life would be expofed: to this I cannot confent." 

He talked to us of gang^ of thieves and robbers who infefted the roads, 
and who would murder us if we were to go to Mount Ida and to Gortyna,. 
as we wanted. ** That cannot be,** faid we in our turn: **^ there arc no 
*^ gangs of thieves and robbers in a country well governed: punilhment 
^ would follow too clofe on guilt, for villains to dare to make their appear* 
** ance.'* — ^* No doubt," faid the pacha to us: •* there are much fewer 
** robbers fince I command;, but there are flill enough for you to be expofed^ 
** to lofe your lives.'* Wjc defired the drogueman to cut fhort a conver- 
iation which might become difagreeable to all, and to obtain permii&on for 
us to retire I which was granted. 

3 Wc 
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We were very much a(loni(hed at this flridneTs of the padia, and were 
endeavouring to divine the caufe of it, when a word from the droguemaa 
afforded us a ray of light. ^^ The pacha,** faid he to us, *^ made a difficulty 
'* in granting you what you afked him, only becaufe there pafled not long 
^' ago a foreigner, who gave him five hundred piaftres forgoing to fee I forget 
•' what luins ten leagues from this place." — ^ Very well,*' replied we; " tell 
^' the pacha that we will not purchafe at fo dear a rate the fight of fome 
'^ heaps of (lones, and that he may commit extortions on the Greeks and 
*^ Jews if he is in want of money: as for us, wc have not five hundred piaftres, 
'^ and if we had, we would find means to employ them to a better purpofe.'* 
The drogueman endeavoured to get us to conient to fome fmaller (acrifice. 
^^ Not a piaftre, not a parat,** (aid we; ^^ befides^ it (bould not be through 
'* your means that we would treat, if we fliculd entertain fuch a wifli/* 

It was ufelefs, in the prefent circumilances to make a longer day in 
Cakdia. We refolved to go, if poffible, by land to Caxea, perfuaded 
that we (hould find from the conful every accommodation of which we ftood 
in need. We aiked for a janizary t0 4iccompany us; the aga fent us a man 
well known, who had been fettled in the town for a long time: a Turkifli 
muleteer, himfclf a janizary, fumifhed us with horfes, and ferved us as a 
guide. We knew that there was nothing t-o fear from the Greeks, and two 
janizaries (citlcd and married, who publicly undertook to condudl us tq 
Canea, were a fufficient fecurity to us. We tranquillized the French (hip- 
captains, who ezprefled uneafinefs on our account. We fent our baggage 
by fea with a Greek fen'ant, and fet out by ourielves, and without baggage, 
on the 17th of Thermidor (4th of Auguft) in the morning. 

Thefe janizaries, bom in the ifland, fpoke Greek ver}' well, and dmnk 
wine and brandy dill better. We w^e -extremely well fatisfied with them ; 
and we learnt, even from their moutk, that the pacha had fpok^^n to us 

fi B a of 
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of robbers only in order to get money, and have a pretext for giving us, at 
our own expenfe^ an efcort on i;vhich he would have levied his claims. I 
fhould have fuppreffed this anecdote, which is of little importance, had I 
not thought that it may be ufeful to travellers, and did it not (hew, at the 
fame time, how greedy the agents of the Turkifli government are after* 
money, and what little delicacy they ufe as to the means of procuring U. 

The environs of Cakdia prefent a few fertile plains, cultivated, and (otnc 
rifmg grounds fufceptible of being fo. At a little diftance to the fouth, is 
fecn an iojTuIated mountain, in the form of a pyramid, at the foot of which 
one pafles in going to viiit the ruins of Gortvna : the Europeans know it 
by the name of Jupiter's mountam. To the fouth»weft> Mount Ida, 
covered with fnow almoft all the year, throws out, on one fide, fome 
branches towards the town; and, on the other, runs to join the mountains^ 
of Sprachia, in like manner covered with fnow during eight or nVne. 
months. 

On going out of the town, we Ibund a low plain> (bmewhat extenfive^ 
watered by two rivulets, after which we croilcd calcareous hills and mouor 
fains, on which the Venetians have made paved roads, that have been kept 
m tolerably good prefervation. We left the firil links of the chain of Mount 
Ida very clofe to us on^^ the left. \Ye faw every where, ia abundance,, 
ftorax among the plants and flirubs which we had met with, in the iflands 
of the Archipelago. We arrived at an early hour at Du^masta, a village^ 
by no means confiderable^ where we paiTed the refl of the day. We were 
made to fet off in the morning before, day-ligjit. We trayerfed places lefa 
elevated, lefs arid, and more cultivated than thofe we had paflcd the day 
before; fectilc plains of little extent and narrow, v^lies. We faw. a great 
many olive-trees, a few vines, a few mulbecry-trees, and feveral oaks. Wc 
relied under the plant*. tiM^m^ntioneji by Tournii^fort, near a confidcrablc 

iprinj; 
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fyrmg which takes its rife at too fmall a, diftance from the fca to ferve for the 
watering of the lands. We proceeded for a long time by the fea-fidc, and 
we arrived at aa early hour at Rex i mo. 

The envFrons of this town afibrd pro(];>e6l:s very pidturcfque : gardens- 
.planted with orange- trees, among which rife fome date-trees; fields covered^ 
with olive-trees and kitchen-garden plants; riling grounds- on which the vine,, 
the fig-tree, the mulberry- tree, and the almond-tree grow together; further 
on, wooded mountains: to the weft, the citadel, the harbour, and the Tea — 
every thing concurs to render Retimo the moft agreeable town in* the ifland^ 
It would' have become, perhaps, the richcft and moft populous, if the har« 
hour, fmall as it is, had been kept in order. Its prefent population con- 
fids of from five to fix thoufand inhabitants, half Greeks, half Turk^; the 
Jews there are not fo numerous^ as at Cajcdia* 

Retimo, built on the ruins of the ancient RiTiiY.\rNA, too weakly de- 
fended, was plundered and ravaged by the Turks as far back as the year 
1572, while Semm II. was caufing the fiege of Famaousta in Cyprus tc 
be puHied' on with vigour, but it was not till the reign of Ibrahim, ia 
1^645, ^^^^ ^^^ Venetians were driven from it for ever. 

Though we had alighted with our guides at a caravanfary, we willingly ac- 
cepted a lodging that was offered, to us at the houfe of a Jew> a French 
barataire. In the courfe of the evening his fon took us all ov«r the town^ 
(hewed us the harbour and fome gardens, and related to us the deplorable 
event which had obliged, his father to abfent himfclf. 

The pacha of Retij4o, who from a low condition had juft rifen to great 
employments by dint of intrigues and money, eager torecover his advancesi 
pay his debts, and acquire fixlh. riches in order to obtain,, with a fupcrior. 

xank^ 
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rank, a goveroment more important, fuffered no opportunity to efcape of 
extorting money from the inhabitants of Retimo and the unfortunate cul- 
tivators of his province; and when occasions and pretexts were wanting, he 
taxed jud in the fame manner, at fums more or lefs great, the private per- 
fons fufpeded to be rich. For fix months pad that he had been in the 
town, Greeks, Jews, and Muflulmans, all had paid more or lefs. Abra* 
UAMAKi, barataire and agent of the Republic, had flattered himfelf that 
the pacha would not dare to apply to him; he was miflaken. Abraham* 
AKi was reckoned rich: the pacha could not find it in his heart to fuffer this 
prey to efcape. He fent to him for ten thoufand piailres, at the fame time 
aflTuring him of his protedion if he paid them inftantly. The Jew refufed 
to part with that fum. The pacha infifted and. threatened. Abrahamakx 
then addrefled himfelf to the French conful at Canea (Citizen Henrt 
Mure), and communicated to him the fituation in which he fiood. The 
conful immediately went to Retimo. The pacha, who was informed of the 
circumflance, caufed the Jew to be feized, ordered him to be put in irons in 
the feraglio^ and threatened to have him cudgelled to death if he did not pay 
down inflantly the fum required. 

What could the conful do in this extremity ? Wait on the pacha, claim 
his juftice, demand the execution of the capitulations: the Jew would not^ 
on that account, the lefs peri(h. Every one acknowledged that the pacha 
was capable of this atrocity. The family of Abrahamaki aflembled; all 
the Jews of Retimo made a ftir: they deliberated: every one was of opinion 
to pay. The prifoner himfelf, fearing for his life, wrote to his friends, 
begged them to count the fum which ibe pacha required, and fend word to 
the conful to undertake nothing in his favour. The money being paid, the 
Jew was releafed; but the pacha once more threatened to have him cudgelled 
to death if lie uttered the finallell complaint* 
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This abufe of authority could not be tolerated without great inconveni- 
ences. The pacha had dared to make an attack on the fortune and liberty 
of an agent of the Republic; he ought to be punifhed. To (ay nothing, 
was an a£t of cowardice ; this was in fome meafure to authorize this wicked 
man to commit every day frefti afts of tyranny. Shortly no fliip-captain 
would have dared either to take in oil at Ret i mo, or to land on thefe parts 
become too dangerous. We learnt, a few days after, that the conful had 
fent worI to the agent to conceal himfelf from^ the refentment of the pacha, 
and that he had written to Citizen Descorches^. envoy extraordinary at 
the Ottoman Poute^ in order to conununicate to him what had juft hap* 
pened. 

The complaint of the conful was fuf^rted by thofe which were preferred 
at the fame time by the pacha of Candia» on account of other extortions 
of a nature no le&flagrant» The Porte>. which tacitly allows its agents to 
fqueeze and torment tributary fubjeds, cannot without danger fufTer the 
Muflulmans, and dill lefs perfons under the imn^iate protection of foreign 
powers to be laid und^r too fevere a contribution. The pacha of Retimo, 
on; the requefl of Citizen Desoorches and of the pacha of Constanti- 
no? le^ was dlfplaced, and condemned to make restitution of the fums ex* 
torted. He obeyed thefirft part of the orders of the Poete; but he de« 
dared to the chiaoux who came to intimate them to him, that no fear^ no 
motive could determine him to reimburfe the money which he had exa^ed. 

We faw him arrive a few dajrs after us, at Gakba; he was faluted by 
the guns of the fort^ and received a vifit firom the agas and the principal 
inhabitants of the town. He himfelf paid a vifit to the pacha of Canza, 
and haftenedihis departure for the Morea, whither he was going to wait the 
effeft of his neur intrigues at Con8tantinopx.£. 



In 
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In the mean time all thofe who had money to claim, and who were fpeci- 
ally defignated in the firman of the Porte, prefented themfclves, either to 
the pacha of Candia, or to that of Cakea, in order to be reimburfed 
before the departure of their plunderer. It is probable that thefe two 
pachas affeAed to endeavour to determine the pacha of Ret i mo to make 
the reftitution ordered by the Porte, fince he faid loudly that if the fmalleft 
violence were attempted againft him, he would put himfelf at the head of 
his people and repel force by force. It was in vain that the obedience which 
he owed to the orders of the fultan was reprefented to him: be did not the 
Icfs perfift in declaring that the fight even of the inftruments of punifliment 
could not determine him to it, and that no authority could compel him. 
He therefore departed without any one daring to undertake any thing againft 
him. He received the civilities of the pacha of Cane a, and was again fa- 
luted by the guns of the fort, as if he had not been a rebellious fubjed, and 
as if he had carried with him the regret of the inhabitants. 

We are ignorant of the fequel of this bufinefs; but It is probable that by 
means of the money which he had extorted, money which his agents at 
Constantinople will have fkilfuUy fcattered among perfonages of iqflu« 
ence, not only this man, doubly culpable, will not have been punifhed, but 
he will even have obtained a place more honourable and more lucrative than 
the former. 

The next day, the 19th of Thermidor, (6thof Auguft) we fetout at fun- 
rife, at the fame time exprefling our wifhes that the Turks who outrage hu- 
manity, who opprefs in a revolting manner the nations that they have con- 
quered and flripped, may be one day forced to return to the wild and dif- 
tant countries whence they would never have iflued, perhaps, if the Greeks 
had known how to preferve tlic virtues of their anceftors. 
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For a long while we contemplated, to the north-weft of the town, the 
citadel built on a mafs of fteep rocks, advanced into the Tea. We pro- 
ceeded for fome time along a hilly and difficult road, and we arrived at the 
fliore of Armiro, after having crofied a fmall river which runs at the 
foot of the mountain. Beyond the beach we faw two fine fprings, the one 
ol falt-wat^ri the other^ more confiderable, of freOi^ farther on, ftands the 
fort of Armiro^ built hy the Venetians, for defending a gorge, and pre- ^ 
venting pirates or enemies who might make a defcent on the beach, from 
being able to penetrate by that way into the ixUerior of the country. 

We then rofe higher by degrees, and we found ourfelves at the foot of 
tlie mountain called Malaxa {MaXa^a)^ in fight of the Gulf of Suva. 
This mountain is fchiftofe and granitical at its bafe; whereas^all thofe which 
we had feen till then, had appeared to us calcareous, and for the cnoft part 
cretaceous. 

Ranging along the mountain, whofe diredion is from eaft to weft, we 
paflcd, without fufpeding it, within reach of the ruins of Amphimale, of 
which we fliall foon have occafion to fpcak. 

We defccnded by a paved road into a fertile plain, tolerably well culti- 
vated. We paflcd at a little diftance from the Gulf of Suda, and arrived 
early at Cane a, much lefs tired by the length of the route, than fatigued 
by the exceflive heat which we had experienced. 

Citizen Mure, who had been a long time cxpcfting us, would not 
allow us to lodge at the convent of the Capuchins, on account of the in- 
decorous behaviour in which an Italian monk, to whom the houfe was 
intrufted, indulged himfelf towards the French. We here thank him for 
liis attention on this fubjeft, for the civilities which we received at his houfe, 

vol. II. c c and 



ig* TEAVELS IN THE 

and for the valuable information which he gave us. We are likewiie In« 
debted to Citizen Magalon, a merchant, for mterefling details lefpeding 
the produdions of the ifland, the trade that is there carried on, the popula- 
tion of the country-places, and fome cuftoms which arc there eflablifhed*. 

Cake A, much lefs extenfive than Candia^ is in proportion* more popu-^ 
lous. Here are reckoned upwards of four thoufand Turks, two or three 
thoufand Greeks,. a hundred and fifty Jews, four French houfes, and fome 
Italian houfe8;.the latter are under the proteAion of the emperor of G£a^ 
MANY, or the Republic of Ragujsa. 

Tiie town is furrounded by a ftrong wall and a wide ditch: it has but one* 
gate on the land fide. The harbour is defended by batteries in good coa«<^ 
ditiqn. To the left, on entering, is remarked a jetty parallel to the coaft,^ 
behind which a fomewhat great number of vcflfels might anchor if the bottom 
were cleanfed. The largefl are obliged to remain near the entrance of the 
harbour, expofed to the waves of a rough fea when the northerly winds blow 
with a little violence. 

V 

Facing, the jetty is fcen, as at Candia, arange of roofed docks, which ^ 
the Venetians had conftru6ted for building and iheltering their g^lies. 

Can£A fcarcely held out for a few days againft the Turks, who came 
to attack it in 1645. CoRNAfio, who commanded the Venetian troops, 
came out of it with arms and baggage in order to retire to Retimo, where 
he was killed a little time after, in wifhing to defend that town, much lefs 
important and much lefs capable of refiflance than Canea. 

The neareft mountains, parallel to the coaft, leave between them a plain 
upwards of a league in widths which extends over a fpace of twelve or fifteen 
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miles, from the head of the Giilf of Suda to the environs of Dictymna, 
a mountain that ftretches to the north, and forms the advanced promontory 
which formerly bore the fame name, and which the Italians defignate at this 
day under that of Capo Spada. This plain is^ in general, tolerably fertile 
and almoft entirely cultivated. Gardens of orange-trees, forefts of olive-trees, 
a few fcattered vineyards, fields deflined for the culture of wheat, barley, 
cotton, fefamum, maize, melons, and different legumes, thofe are what it 
prefents e\'er}' where. 

Following the fea-fhore to the weft of the town, you crofs a miry rivulet i 
then you fee near the coaft a (hoal and the little defert ifland of San Theo- 
DORO, on which the Venetians had ereded a battery for preventing a de« 
fcent on the beach. When you have pafled the ifland, you arrive at Pla« 
TAMA, an extenfive,. folitary, and rural walk, where ^ow fpoataneouily 
plane-trees which excite aftonifliment from their (ize and number. Each of 
them fupports one or two vine plants, which embrace the whole extent of 
the tree, and furnifli in abundance, without care and without cultuit, grapes 
with large ftoncs, of an excellent quality. As they ripen very late in thefe 
(haded places, they are feen to arrive with pleafure at the markets of Cakea^ 
when the others are beginning to difappear. A fmall river waters and tra* 
verfes this agreeable foreft, and there diffufes life and coolaefs. 

We had been for a long time at Cane a: we had already vifited the envi- 
rons of the town, and gathered on the mountains the dittany and the ebony 
of Crete, and moft of the interefting plants of the ifland: we had been 
prefent at village-feftivals, when it was propofed to us to go and fee the 
ruins o( Paleo-Castjio, which we fufpcft to be thofe of ApTERAy according 
to the account of fome travellers. 

c c 2 After 
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After a journey of an hour and a half, we arrived at the Greek monaftery^ 
JriA KiRiAKi, fituated to the fouth-weft of Canea. We there left oun 
horfes, and took a guide to conduft us to the ruins which we wifhed to ex- 
amine. We afcendcd by a very bad road, over a fteep rock, making part oS 
the firfl chain. of mountains, which we have faid to be parallel to the coaft. 
We foon came to a thick wall that led us to a lawn on which we remarked 
the- remains of a fort almoft fquare, flanked by towers. The walls of this 
fort, as well as thofe- of the ramparts with which the town was furrounded, 
are. nearly a toife in thicknefs. They were of a folid conftrudion, and facedv 
with hcwn-ftone, which, in fomo {daces, is ftill to be perceived] 

We came out from tins endofuret by. the fouth wall^ and found ourfelvcs 
on a.ground commaoded by a. chain of rocks more lofty and more fteep than 
tbofe on which the fort- was fituated. This fpace is terminated to the weft 
by othtr perpendicular rocks, which form a natural rampart around it, fepa*» 
nitingit from • the furrounding mountains, and rendering it inacceflible oa 
thgt fide; 

This rock was itfelf Turmounted by a thick wall,* and ftrengthcned by 
towers at certain diftances« The town was fituated between the fortrefs and 
the wall, by which wearrived, and the perpendicular rocks which we have 
juft mentioned. This fpace was fufficient for a town of moderate fize. 
Here we neither found infcriptions nor bafs-reliefs, nor veftiges of templds or 
fumptuous edifices,, nothing that could indicate to us the< ancient name of 
this town. 

If Ki&SAMoa fituated between Ope.GRABusx^and Gape Spada, twenty 
mile« to the weft of Canea were formerly, the. harbour of. Aptera, as ap* 
pears evident, according to the text of the ancient authors, and if Canea 

occupy. 
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(Krcopy the place of Cvdoxia, as is commonly imagined, Strabo is mif- 
takcn when he fays that Aptera was but ten miles from Cydonia. But 
if ancient Cvdoxia were forty ftada from its harbour, as is thought by the 
author oi'tht Lcgfjlation dc CrttCy page 473, then it is probable that we faw 
the ruins of that town, and that thofe of Aptera are ten miles to the weft, 
facing Kissamos, as Stuabo fays: they are thofe which Tourxefort 
vifited, and of whichhefpeaks*^. 

A quarter of a league to the eaft of Canea, is feen a rifing ground, and; 
farther on, fome calcareous hills, the greater part naked, which advance into 
the fea, and form a penihfula terminated by Cape Melecca. The monaf- 
tery of the Tuiimty lies among thefe hills: it is inhabited by a' great 
number of friars, who almoft all apply themfelves to the culture of the land; 
We remarked with pleafure in the environs of the monaftery, fbme fuperb 
orchards of olive-trees, a few vineyards, and fome fields, intended for the 
culture of different fpecies of corn. We faw a great many bees, and a vaft 
number of goats and (hccp: there were among others in the garden a ricinus 
or Palma Chrijli planted feveral years ago, which indicated by its vigour 
that the greater partof the plants of the warmcft climates might be intro- 
duced into Crete. We fpcnt fome days with thefe friarsj and we went 
from this place to thfe monaftery of St. John, fituated towards the cape, 
on an elevated lawn. The friars are here not fo numerous, becaufe the lands 
which they have to cultivate are not fo good nor fo extenfive as thofe be* 
longing to the convent of the Thikity. 

We defcended from Cape Melecca by^ a narrow gorge and by a road 
made between frightful precipices, which fumi(hed us with fome interefting 
plants. Towards the middle of the declivity, ftands a building partly de-^ 

^ ^W ^ Lnmtt, vol. i-page 81^ 

ftroyed, , 
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ftroyed, depending on the monaftery of St. Johk, formerly inhabited by a 
few friars to whom the guard of this gorge was intruded. 

The Gulf of SuDA (Plate VlII)^ a fpacious natural harbour, one of 
the fined and fafed of the Archipelago, lies to the fouth of the penio- 
fula of which we have jud (poken. Its mouth is to the ead^ and its head 
runs to the wed north-wed: it is not only flieltered by the angles and cape^ 
which the lands form, but alfo by the two Iflets of Sir da, on one of which 
is fituated the fort condrufted by the Venetians, and which they preferved a 
great while after the iiland was no longer in their poflellion. It was not till 
the reign of Ac h met III. that the Turks made themfelves maders of this 
fort, and by thoCb means became the tranquil poflelTors of the whole Ifland 
of Crete. 

The anchorage the mod frequented by the commanders of vedels vrho 
widi only to ftielter themfelves from a gale of wind, is to the fouth fouth- 
wed of Cape Melecca, behind a fmall ifland, known to mariners under 
the name of Oli> Svda. Large ftiips of war anchor at all places, either 
at the entrance of the gulf, or by the (ide of the ifland which we have 
jud mentioned. Both of them go to the head of the gulf only when they 
are to remain a long time at the anchorage. The boats belonging to the 
country fometimes cad anchor between the two Iflands of Suda. 

Haifa league from the fea, to the fouth of this gulf, are to be met with 
on an elevated ground the ruins of Amphimale. All the walls of this 
town, though in a great meafure dedroycd, may be eafUy traced; every 
where are feen in their enclofure^ rubbifli and heaps of dones formed by cul- 
tivators. Two vad ciderns rife above thefe ruins, and leave people to divine 
how they could be filled. They are didinguifliable from the red cement 
with which they are faced ioternally, and above all from the mark which 
i the 
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the waters have there left. Ooe part of the town was on a plain, the other 
followed the ilope of the ground inclined towards the fea. We remarked 
in the eaft part, the remains of the gates of the town. We in vain looked 
for marbles, infcriptions, and bafs-rdiefs ; every thing has difappeared or 
ferved for the conftrudion of a Greek montflerjr Which has been erefted on 
thcfe ruins, and in which we were .happy to pa& the night. 

From the time of our arrival ia Crste till the approaches of the autumnal 
equinox, Reaumitr's thermometer, with fpirits of wine, was conftantly 
during the day, at 25, 2&, and feldom at 27 degrees, in a room with a north- 
eafl afpe(jL We had at moll had 25 degrees at Sakto*rik and at' Milo i 
Z2, and 23 at Naxiaw True it is that the feofon wa& focnewhat lefs ad« 
vanced when..we vifited thofeiilands.. 

During, the three fummer months, the exceffive heat of the fun is con<» 
ftantly tempered every day^ from ^ight or aino o'clock in the morning till 
the evening,. by the rather rapid current of air which prevails from north 
to foutb iathe.Iflands of the Archipelago and on the northern coafl of. 
Crete. This refrefhing wind, called embat, takes its courfe and is modi- 
fied throughout the Levant, according to the diredtion of the coafts and 
the extent of fea which lies befiore then^ We Ihall remark, by the way, . 
that it is fouth-wefl on thJt fouthem coaft of Crete, of Cyprus, and of 
Oaramania; nearly north-weft at Smyrna and Alexandria; weft at^ 
Tyre, Sidon, and on all the coaft of Syria. It comes to Athens, from 
the weft or from the Gulf of Lepante; and this it is which the Greeks 
deiignated under the name of 21ephyn During the night, the wind takes 
a contrary diredkioni it xromes from the land to the fea; it is more faint than 
during the day, and never extends beyond three or four lei^es^ 
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The winds are variable in the other feafons, efpecially towards the eqoi* 
ooxes: at the end of Frudidor, we experienced, with a foutherly wind which 
lafted two days, a heat of from 30 to 32 degrees. The horizon was then as 
if charged with fmokc, and the rays of the fun were reddilh and faint, as is 
remarked in Egypt, when the fame wind is felt. Citizen Peyron, a 
(hip-captain, toldois that being at anchor at Suda, on the 30th of May^ 
1793, the heat became fo confiderablc from eight to eleven o'clock at night, 
during a gale of wind from the fouth, that people could fcarcely breathe, 
and every one felt a general faintnefs. The iron guns of his fhip had con* 
traded fo violent a degree of he^t, that a pcrfon could not lean his hand 
on them without being forced to withdraw it immediately. This fadt was 
certified to us by Citizen Muhe and 'the other Frenchmen fettled at Canea. 
It is to be regretted that no one afcertained, by means of the thermometer^ 
the true degree of heat which prevailed during this memorable evening. 

Though fthe cold is {harply fek in winter, on Id-A and on the fummit of 
the White Mountains, and though they are covered with faiow as 'early as 
the end of Brumaire, the temperature is, neverthelefs, very mild in the plains 
and towards the coafts. There it does not freeze : there the rains are fre- 
quent, but of Ihort duration. The fun appears almoft immediately after 
the rain, ttnd the iky is frequently clear and ferene. In fummer it never 
rains, either in Crete, or in the Iflands of the ^gean Sea, The dew is 
then fufHcient for the fupport of the vegetation of the plants which grow 
fpontaneouily in thefe climates. Almoft all the others mud be watered, if 
it be wi(hed to cultivate them with any fucceis. . 

It has been remarked at Canea, that when the wind is to the northward 
or to the eaftward, the waters of the fea are very low, and that they are, on 
the contrary, high, when the wind blows from the weftcrn quarter, or even 

when 
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when it Is in that dire&ion in the offing, although it may not yet have 
reached the iiland. The difference which we ourfelves obferved on the level 
of the waters during the ftay that we made in Crete, is about two feet. 
In the fummer, the waters are, in the harbour^ eight or ten inches below 
the top of a rock (ituated oppofite to the windows of the conful's houfe: 
they irife eight or ten inches above this rock when the wind (hifts to the 
weft* Citizen Mure even affurcd us that in violent wefterly gales, the level 
of the waters rofe always feven or eight inches higher, fo as to cover other 
rocks (ituated oppofite to the angle of the houfe which Citizen Magalok> 
a merchant, occupies towards the entrance of the harbour. 

This difference in the level of the waters has nothing to do with th^ flui: 
and reflux which is obferved in fome parts of the Mediterranean. It 
proceeds only from the (Irength of the wind, which^ in the forager cafi^ 
impels the waters from the coa(b towards the open fea, and^ in t^e JattCTt 
brings them from the open fea towards the coafts. At Canea^ the fouth 
wind produces no very perceptible difference, while it raifes, in a very re« 
markable manner, the waters in all the iflands of the Aa^ciiiPELAGO, and 
on all the coafts of the ^Egean Sea. 

On the 7th of Brumaire (28th of Oftober) at five o*dock in the morning, 
we felt at Canea, an earthquake the (hocks of which, though of no grpat 
violence, laded fome feconds: it was calm at this moment < but (hortly 
after the wefterly wind blew with impetuoiity for fcvcvfi days* The inha|>i« 
tants told us that earthquakes are not uncoqunqn among theqs ; and if we 
confult hiftory, we fee that this ifland has experienced very terrible pne^ at 
different periods. The moft remarkable is that which topk place m 1490: 
it extended over the whole iiland, from .eaft to weft, and occa^oocd yer^ 

confidentblc damage* 

•. • ' * 
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CHAPTER XU. 

Divifion of the ijland. — Of the agas. — Of their rights on the lands. — Of (her 
police which they exercife. — Reflections on this fubject. — Of the nationr 
which have fucceeded each other in Crete. — Of the ASadiots. — Of tkc 
Sphachiots. — Uijiorical fummary ref peeling Lambro Canziani, 

1 HE liland of Crete is divided into three pachaliks or governments^ 
the chief places of whFch are Candia, Canea, and Retimo. Hi the 
firft of thefe towns is a pacha with three tails, ferafkier^ or generar in chief 
of all the forces of the ifland. In the other two, is ai pacha with two 
tails, independent of that of Candia, as to the admimftratrve part and 
the police, but fubjeft to him in every thing that concerns the military de* 
partment. All three, in their turn and in their provinces, are to fuperintend 
the collection of the impoft, and the fafety of the places which are idtruftfed 
to them. They are alfo bound to caufe jiiftice to be done by the cadis, and 
to order their fentences to be executed,, as we have faid elfewhere. 

The pachaliks are divicled into a certain number of diHriifls, and' eacH 
diftriift comprifes, in its extent, a certain number of villages, fome of which 
belong to the imperial mofques, fome to the fultana-mother; and the greater 
number, under the name oVMalikiahe-AoassIj are granted for life to ^as 
or lords, in conflderation of a fum of money, more or le(s great, paid into 
the Imperial trcafury before the firman of inveftiture, and an annua? quit- 
rent, which is carried into the coffers of the treafurer of Candia, for the 
maintenance of the fortrefles and the pay of the troops of the cbuhliyl 
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All land-owners, Greeks or Muffulmans, pay to the aga^ to the mofquct 
or to the fultan, a feventh of the produce of their lands. They arc alfo 
obliged to carry their olives to the mills which the agas alone have a right 
to caufe to be con(lru<Sted. Oil pays a feventh; and, what becomes a verf 
important objedt to the lord, the crufls*, or miry waters, which remain at 
an indemnification for the workmen whom he places at the mill for the cx- 
tradion of the oil, and for the horfes that he furni(hes for the preffing of the 
olives. 

The police of the village belongs to the aga: for this purpoTe he appoints 
z/oubachi, a Muifulman like himfelf, a fubaltern tyrant, always more 
greedy, more untraftable, than his mafter. Being an informer of every 
thing he fees, of every thing he hears, a troublefome inquifitor into the for- 
tune of all, inceffantly occupied in fetting the inhabitants at variance, in 
fomenting hatred among them, the foubachi is the mofl mifchievous being 
that Turkilh policy has created for the misfortune of the Greeks. The 
aga makes ufe of him for puniQiing the fmalleft faults, real or fuppofedt 
by arbitrary fines, by imprifonment, and not unfrequently even by the 
baftinado. 

The Greeks appbint among themfelves a capitan, or primate, charged 
to conciliate people's minds, and to terminate in an amicable manner the 
differences which may arife among them. He is a juftice of peace, to 
whofe opinion the wifeft always fubmit, in order to avoid the formidable 
claw of the cadi, to whofe tribunal all litigious affairs are carried as a laft 
refort. The primate alfo watches over the intereft of all. To him it is 



* Cruftt or lees. From thefe a rather conliderablc quantity of oil is drawn^ at we^ 
as from the waters which have been potired boiKng on the teet aftei^'tfac ettriMoir tif'Am 
virgin oil. Thefe waters are received into large refervoirt? the oil which detaches itfelf 
from the leet, or thick par;, rifes bjF degrees to the furface of thf Y^ter. 

D O 2 that 
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tlwt the aga adfirciles himfclf whca he has orders to give, or requefts to 
make; wherulie lequircs labourers for the culture of his fields, or for works 
ef public utilitj* The Greeks alfo appoint a dafcalos, or writer, who 
ifceps a regiiier of the names of the inhabitants, of the fums at which tlicjr 
are taxed for their karatch^ and of thofe which they are to pay the aga after 
each harvefL 

No Greek can marry without the pcrmiffion of the aga, a pcrmiffion whiclir 
he muft purchafe by a prefcnt, fuch as a (heep, a lamb, or a few fowls. If 
the fair one pleafe the aga, he fometimes keeps her for himfeff, without 
any one daring to oppofc it. The cudgel is always ready to ftrike the 
reluftant Greek; and woe be to the audacious man who fliould prefer a com- 
plaint to the pacha or to the Porte! He would pay with his fortune^ 
and frequeatly with his head, for fuch a fiep. The aga» in this cafe, 
marries^ in the kd^in manner, with the free confent, or what is under- 
wood to be fuch, of this woman. Ottoman manners oppofc bis living 
with her; and if Ihe perfided in refoiing ta receive bis bandy however power- 
ful the agfi might* be, be would be obliged to de<i(t frcMn his pretenfions. 
Not unfrequently, after having kept this Greek woman twa or three years^ 
be turns her off for another, and marries her to fome Greek inhabitant of 
the village^ who dares not refufe her. It is afferted, that it is uncommon 
for a Greek woman not to be flattered at (barkig the bed of her lord, young 
or okl^ wbatever noay be the (bame which tbe men attach to it^ and 
the fate that (be muft experience fooner or later; fo true it is that here, 
as elfewbere, authority is feduAive) and vanity not to be refifted. 

Married men are not permitted to quit the tfland, ifinle& they »e mari- 
ners or merchants. There has been feen banging to tbe maft of bis boat a 
karavokhi^f who had dared to infrbge this law» and who had> by ftealtb^ 

f |jf after or captain of a baifc, boat» or veffel. 

carried 
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carried uQba]Dpy beings to the Gulf of £pH£suft. Bachelors are, .never* 
iiielefs, permitted to go and work ia the Morea and elfe^here; but a U% 
of fixty parau or two piaftres a bead is required of them before tiiieir depaff.** 
<ure. 

If a murder happen in the village, or on its territory, and the deltnqutfit 
be not known, the aga mud pay to the pacha a fum of money, which he 
levies on all Jthe inhabitants. He retains a part for himfelf: this is the 
^ttftom in TuEKEV^ nevier does money pals through the hands of li ma^ 
without bis keeping apportion of it. Taxes here arc alwayis iuiMtnury» and 
gaaofc <xs leis heavy, according to the population and the drcumftancea of the 
inh{il;utants. If it be a Muflulman who has been found dead* Ihe fum de- 
manded is exorbitant, becaufe religion has been outraged in one of ks 
members. Such an afiaffination, befides, is alaioft always ibUoweil hy the 
death of feveral Greeks. The relations and friends of the deceased think 
it their duty, and that their honour is interefted> to afla(finate, in their turn, 
the firft inhabitants that happen to fall in their way; and though the law 
does not authorize them to do this, and ought even to.punifh them> thef 
are almod always abfolved by popular opinion. 

If a Greek have committed a ferious offence, or if he be accafed of any, 
which amounts nearly to the iame thing, the pacha intervenes, and demands 
the delinquent, in order to have him tried and condemned. For this pur- 
pofe he muft apply to the aga, who gives him up immediately, or defends 
him till after the fentence of the cadi. The Greek often gets out of a 
fcrape, by means of the arrangements which he enters into with bis aga, 
and of the facrifices which be makes towards him and the pachiju He who 
has nothing, pays with his head; he who poffefles fometbin^ is inceflantly 
expofed to lofe it, as has been (hewn: this depends on the will of the pacha, 
and frequently too on that of the foubacbi. 

I With 
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With all rtic means which the law of the ftrongeft has put into the 
hands of the aga, it may well be fufpeded that he never fails to abufe them» 
and to fqueeze as miich as he can the xinfortunate cultivators. For in» 
ftance, he purchafes, at a low price, their commodities (with the exception 
of wine), which he generally does not pay for till after he has fold them, and 
derived from thorn confiderahle profit. 

•All that I have juft faid is applicable only to the Greek villages fubje<5t 
ito the agas. Thofe which belong to mofques, or to the fultana-mother, 
lare fomewhat lefs opprefled than the others, becayft the cultivators majf 
'jiave their complaints heard by the fultan or the infpedors of the mofques^ 
-who are interefied in proteding them againft the agents that they employ 
dfor the recovery of their rights. The Turki(h villages^ like tbo(6 6{ the 
<jreeks, are iubjed to the police of the aga. Owners of eftates pay in the 
-fame manner; but they ape all exempt from gratuitous li^ur, and the 
aga would foon be difplaced and punifhed, if all the inhabitants preferred 
at once their complaints to the pacha, or to the Po&te, againft any injuf^ 
lice of too revolting a nature* 

It is unneccflary to repeat here that the Greeks can neither occupy em- 
.ployments emanating from the government, nor can be admitted into any 
'Conps of troops, unlefs they have embraced the religion of Mahomet. 

Thus it is that the ifland, which fo long profpered . under the laws of 
-Minos, is at this day governed; thus it is that the inhabitants of a country, 
'Where-libcrty in a manner took birth, are bent under the yoke of the moft 
'fhameful flavery, notwith (landing the fea which furrounds them, and the 
onountains by which they are defended. 

* ' — •• *'■ -• '.■'-■' '. Snbjtft 
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Subject to the laws which a virtuous king had prefented to them in the 
name of the Divinity, who undoubtedly infpired him, the Cretans were wife 
and happy; they were fo when, fatisfied with neceflaries, they folely lought 
their fubfiftence in the bofom of the earth which they themfelves cultivated, 
and in the produce of the flocks that they reared on .the mountains with 
which the ifland is covered. 

Wheq they wUhed to procure themfelves ryperflgUies} whea they modi- 
fied or changed the laws of their legiflator i whea every city wi(hed to form 
an independent (late^ when the rich, a long time at variance with the poor, 
fucceeded in getting pofleflioQ of power,, then the citizens deftined to defend 
the country we^e diilingui(hed from thofe who were to feed it ^ then the 
fields were no longer cultivated but by the hand of ilaves; private education 
and public inftitutions all dill tended, indeed, to render man . robuft and 
ikilful, courageous, and intrepid; but morals were relaxed, the public mind 
was enervated, and the authority of the laws was frequently called in que£- 
tion« The Cretans, become reillefs and turbulent, ambitious and covetous^ 
waged unjuft wars, .plundered their neighbours, and deflroyed each other. 
Prefently, the field of their robbery being no longer fufficicntly extenfivci, 
they infefted the feas with their veflets, difturbed the tranquillity of the 
nations of the Archipelago, and molefted their commerce: they were 
on the point of deftroyiag it, had not the Rhodians armed themfelves in 
defence of all, and fucceeded in burning, finking, or difperfing, for fome 
time, the fleets of thelib pitates. 

From that period it was no longer the love of liberty that (till upheld 
for a few moments the degenerated Cretans; it was the love of indepea* 
dence, it wa^ a remnant of their ancient valour,, it was the courage and 
virtue of their ancefiors, that (lilL guided them in battle. :They for a long 
time jefifled the^ Rymf^s, aj^^y^.i^^^ers of a part of the.worldi thqr 
:.. # even 
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tYcn beat them fometimes, but were obliged to yield to the talents and 
fortune <rf Metellus; they loft their fleets, and found themfelvcs forced 
to abandon their laws, and receive thofe of the conquerors. 

When, under the emperors of the East» chriftianity was introduced 
into this ifland, liberty for a confiderable time had no longer cxifted : 
the courage ^f the inhabitants, enfeebled by a foreign yoke, became daily 
more enervated under a mild and -comforting religion^ which preached obc- 
*flience, humility, and a contempt for the bleflings of this world. Ac* 
c«rdingly, the Saracens, led on by the love of conqueft and the wilh of 
propagating their cseed, iiad only to make their appearance in 823 in order 
to become mafters of the ifland, and to eftablifh themfehres there,, in fpite 
rf the efforts of Michael II. emperor of Constantinople. Nice^ 
CHORUS F^ocAS, as intrepid a warrior as an unflcilful fovereign, drove the 
fiamcens from Crbte in 961, and re -united that ifland to the empire of 
tte Eabt, of which it formed a part till the capture of Constantikople 
by Ac crufaders, in 1204. The Marquis de Montferrat fold it in, 
121 1, to the Venetians, who were already eftabliftied in fome iflands of 
the Archipelago, And the latter preferved it till they were driven from it 
"by the Tlarks- 

Among Ae people who at tWs day inhabit the Ifland of C^ete, are to be 
remarked Abadiots, MuiRilmans by religion, Arabs by origin, and remains 
of thofe Saracens of whom we have juft fpaktti. Their countenance, dif- 
ferent from that of the Turks, and the Arabic language which they (peak 
among themfelvcs, leave no dcAibt 'wi thfis fubjeft. Swarthy, meagre, *nd 
;rf middling ftaturc, the Abadiots are rarftroftfiil, tnaliciotls, and vindiftivc: 
ithey ahvays go armed, like the Turks, and kill eadi oth* dti the feiallcft 
^Mwrocarion. They occupy twenty little villages to the fouth of Mount 
Iixa, wbA ferm a population of about ibuF'thoufand perfoas. They receive 

and 
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and give an afylum in their houfes to the Turks and the Greeks who have 
committed any crimes; but they require them to remain quiet, and not to 
meddle in their affairs. If thefe malefaftors become troublefome, if they 
give any caufe of difllitisfaftion, the Abadiots themfelves kill them, in order 
to get rid of them; but, in no cafe, do they give them up to juftice, by 
•which they are claimed and purfued. Reftrained by the Turks and the 
'Greeks, and watched by their agas, the Abadiots dare not indulge them- 
felves too openly in robbery. However, they fometimes make incurfions 
into the Greek monafteries which lie within reach of their villages, and 
when they can, lay the friars under contribution. 

It was they who, in 1772, plundered an Englifli vcffel, after having 
murdered her crew. The captain, having kept the fea for a long time, 
wiflied to approach the fouth coaft of the ifland, in order to look for an an* 
chorage, and renew his ftock of water. The fight of a cultivated land 
attrafted him into a cove in the vicinity of the Paximade Iflands, where 
he rightly fuppofed that he would find water. No fooner was the veffcl 
brought to an anchor, than almoft all the crew baftened to land, in order 
to look for the fpring or the rivulet which the appearance of the ground in- 
dicated. All on fudden a troop of Abadiots fell on them, cut them to 
pieces, and repaired on board, by means of the (hip's longboat, before the 
captain could fufpe<5t what had happened on (hore. 

The inhabitants of the high mountains fituatcd to the fouth of Cane a 
and Retimo, are confidered as the real defendants of thofe famous Cretans 
fo long maftcrs of the country. Known at the prefent day under the name 
o( Sphac/iiotSy they are diftinguiflied from the other Greeks by their tall 
ftature, by their handiome look, by their love of liberty, by their courage, 
their (kill, and, above all, by the hatred which they have vowed againft 
the ufurpcrs of their ifland. 

VOL. II. E E Mountains 
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Mountains have been at all times, and among all nations,, the laft afylum 
of liberty, as they have always been the abode of ftrength and health. A- 
rugged, untradable foil, which affords little fubfiftence, which compels man 
to a long and obftinate labour, which fubjeds him to fobriety^ and con- 
demns him to all forts of privations, fcarcely tempts conquering nations,, 
when every rock^ befides, is transformed into a fortr^fs, when it is neceffary 
to fight at every ftep vigorous, energetic men, who defend with obftinacy 
the foil which has given them birth, and the indiependence which it procures 
them. 

Under the Romans, undfer the Saracens, under the Venetians, and under 
the Turks, the Sphachiots had found? means to preferve their laws and their 
eudoms. They annually appointed their magiflrates in the general aflem- 
blies of the people. Obliged by the Turks to tranfport, in fummer, from 
the top of their mountains, the ice neceffary for the confumptian of the 
inhabitants of Ganea and Ret i mo*, they paid no tax, no impoft; they 
had no agas;. they never favv among them the agents of the Turkifli govern- 
ment; they formed, in a word, a republic in fomc meafure independent,, 
ivhen, in 1769, fome Ruffian emiffaries came to difturb the peace, and im« 
pair the happinefs which thefe privileged Greeks enjoyed on their mountains. 

Whether Catherine had really conceived the proje6l of expelling the 
Turks from Europe, and of placing her grandfon on the throne of Con- 
stant! ne; whether (he wtflied only to call the attention of her enemies to< 
a diflance from the places whither Ihc was going to carry her principal forces > 
it is certain that, on the unexpected appearance of fome Ruffian line-of- 
battle (hips, in February 1770, in the environs of Coron and of Nava« 
BIN, all the Greeks of the Mor£a> thofe of Macedonia and of £pirus> 

• The inhabitants of Camdxa procure it from Moont Iva* 

• and 
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and the greater part of thofe of the Archipelago^ rofe at the fame iafl&Qtft 
fiew to arms, and manifefted a courage of which they were not thought 
capable. At this period twenty thouiand mu<kets diftributed opportundgr* 
and ten thoufand Ruffians commanded by experienced generals, would cer» 
tainly have produced, throughout European Turkey, a revolution which 
would for ever have delivered the Greeks of thofe countries from the Otto* 
man yoke. 

The Sphachiots, in thefe circumftances, were not the laft to take up arms. 
Some hundreds of the braved among them went and joined the Misnots 
their friends, and proceeded together to offer their fervices to Count Orloff. 
A greater number were preparing to fet out, when they received an account 
that the Ruffians, .who had but three (hips of the line and two frigates, 
which were deftitute of military (lores and land-forces, had raifed the fiege 
of CoRON, and deferted the Greeks, who had already made themfelvts 
matters of Navarix, Patras, Misitra, and fomc other towns lefs im- 
portant. 

The Albanian Muffulmans, againft whom no precaution had been' taken, 
either by fea or by land, they who a few batteries on the Ifthmus dE 
Corinth, and a few vcffirls of fmall force in the Gulfs of Lepante and 
Athens, would have prevented from coming into the Morba, immediately 
fpread themfelves over that peninfula, beat every where the Greeks, dif- 
heartened by the unexpefted retreat of the Ruffians, and made among them 
a horrible llaughter. The ravage which thefe Albanians committed on .that 
unfortunate land, will never be repaired as long as^ the Turks (hall be ipatteis 
of thofe countries, and the caprice of a few rulers fliall be able to difpofe of 
the fortunes and the lives of the inhabitants. 

£ £ 2 ' The 
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/ T%Q pacha of Cavdia, informed of the conduft of the Sphachiots, ro- 
folved, in the fame year 1770, to march againft them with all the forces o& 
the ifland. He wifhed to exterminate them, atid by thofe mea4is afford a^ 
terrible example of fcverity to alt the Greeks who might be tempted to imi- 
tate them. Tlie Turks, always ready to fight when they are perfuaded that/ 
there arc chriftians to be killed, towns to be plundered, boys and girls to 
be violated, and (laves of all ages and of both fexes to be fold, were fooa 
united under their colours. Soldiers and cultivators, traders and workmen, 
91II wifhed to take a part in this expedition. Fifteen thoufand men, armed 
at s^l points, arrived in a few days at the neareft mountains, an wJiich they 
found not one inhabitant. The women and children of tlie Sphachiots, 
accompanied by the old men and tha infirm, had gained the moft elevated 
fpots, and the moft inacceffible places. Thofe whofe age allowed them 
to handle a raufket or a fword, to the number of upwards of two thoufand, 
pofted. with intelligence at the fecond chain of their mountains, difputed 
with courage every rock, flopped for a long time, at every gorge, the Turks 
by no means habituated to this manner of fighting; and when a paffag^ 
was forced, or a rock carried, the Sphachiots, lightly clothed, and lightly 
armed^ accuftomed to climb mountains, difappeared in a moment; while 
the Turk,, who knows not how to fight but on horfeback, who is both 
heavily clothed, and heavily armed, could not follow his enemy acrofs the 
rocks and precipices^ which it was neceflary to clear in order to reach him. 

During the whole funwner, the Turks difpl^ed a great dfeal of perfe- 
▼erance in fighting the Sphachiots; but being afterwards furprifed at a refift- 
ance which they did not expeA, difappointed in their hopes, frightened at 
the approaches of the cold, and tired of a painful and difagreeable war, they 
loudly demanded to return home. The Sphachiots, on their fide, found 
ihemfelves reduced to the laft extremity: almofl: all their villages had been 

fet 
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let on fire: a great number of their women and children had been carried 
off; they had loft their flocks; their provifions were exhaufted; and the 
earth which they could not cultivate, no longer afforded them any things 
lb that they received with pleafure the. fii-ft. propolals. that were made ta 
t>hem: they, confented to pay the annual tribute to which all the Greeks 
are fubjeft; and, by thefc: means, they, were enabled to return to their ha-, 
bitations, and continue, their barter with the maritime towns. 

As the Turks,, on this occafioi^, bad not. been . able to take with thenx 
horfcs, and to caufe themfelves to be followed by beafts of burden, they 
had thought of loading three or four thoufand Greeks with their baggage; 
and in the different battles which they had .to fight, they pjaced thefe Greeks 
in front of them,, in order to make themfelves. a rampart of their bodies^ 

This trait of barbarity and oowardice,- which was related tons by a gjpczt 
number of Sphachiots, was what moft affe6led thefe brave mountaineers, 
and what moft contributed to reduce them to a deplorable condition. Fre^- 
quently they durft not fire on their enemies, for fear of hitting thofc whom 
they confidered as their brothers, ftill more unfortunate than themfelves. 

Although the Sphachiots pay their karatch with the greateft repugnance,, 
and are well difpofed to avail themfelves of the firft favourable moment- for 
attempting to fhake oflF the yoke which hangs heavy on their necks, they 
took good care, during the laft war of the Ruffians agaixift the Turks, not 
to yield to the folicitations that were made to them to take a part in the 
armaments which took place at Trieste, and which were commanded by 
Captain ZiiAfBRo. They had, on this occafion, , formed a better judgment 
of events, than they had done on the other; and, indeed, they have had 
only to congratulate themfelves on this condud ; they would infallibly have 
loft the few privileges which they have remaining. 

Lambro 
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Lambro Canztani, born at Thebes of poor parents, gave liimfelF 
•lip, from his infancy, to the profefllon of a feaman. Early in life he was 
acquainted with all tlie coaft of Greece and of the PEL0f»ONNEsusi he 
vifited almoft all the iflands of the Archipelago; he had feveral times 
•occafion to anchor in all the harbours and in all the bays of the Black 
Sea J and though he was but a common failor, he diftinguilhed himfelf in 
fuch 4 manner by his intelligence, his courage, hisboldncfs, and, above all, 
by his hatred towards the Turks, that he was admitted, while yet young, 
as an officer, into the fcrvice of Russia. In this quality, be took part 
Jn the ficgc -of Coron, in 1770; he was in the fame year at the engage- 
jncnt of TcHESME*. He iignalized himfelf repeatedly on the Black Sea 
during the conqucft of the Crimea by the RulHans; at laft he was pro- 
motcd, by the crtiprcfs of 'Russia, to the rank of colonel. 

Tlie war wliich took place in 1787 made this man, who was no lefs brave 
than enterprifing, conceive the hope of afting a great part in his own coun* 
try. He knew that the Greeks are always roufed at the word Liberty: he 
knew them to be capable of the greateft efforts for obtaining it: he flattered 
himfelf with rcleafing them from the Ottoman yoke, if the court of Russia 
would accede to his views. 

But it appears that Catherine Was not difpofed to fecond proje6b which 
fte, perhaps, thought extravagant, and perhaps, too, (he was difluaded from 
it by theRuflian nobility, who, it is (aid, confider the conqueft of Euro- 
jpean Turkey, and the emancipation of the Greeks, as contrary to their in- 
ierefts. JBe this as it may, Lambro, being neither able to obtain from the 
,'cmpttk mbncy nor (hips, did not the lefs decide on fitting out at Trieste, 
;at the expenfe of his friends, twelve fmall veflels, of which he took the 
cotnniand, and on board of which he obtained pertailfion to hoift the Ruffian 
ilag. 

However 
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Hawcvcr feeble this armament was, it greatly perplexed the Turks; it 
eleftrified the Greeks of the Morea and of Epi uus : thofe of the Archi- 
PBLAGO contented themfelves with fending privately a few failors; thofe of 
GoNSTANTiNOPLE, Smyrna, and Salomica, appeared to take no part in 
it; but all fecretly furnlflied money. 

Already was this fleet reinforced by important captures ;> already did Lam*' 
BRo confider himfelf as the approaching deliverer of Greece^ when, all 
of a {udden, the objedt of the war was changed, and it was terminated by 
an ynexpedted peace. In 1790 and 1791, it was much more important, to 
Hop the progrefs of the French revolution, than to render the Greeks inde- 
pendent. The two courts of Austria and Russia were, in fome meafure, 
obliged to adjourn the war againil the Turks at the moment when the^coa- 
lefced powers would have parcelled out France, divided her forces, annihi- 
lated her fleets, and burnt or deftroyed her arfenals. 

Peace being conoluded,. Lahbbo received orders to lay afide the Rufldan 
flag, and even to lay up his fquadron. He obeyed for a moment ; but pre* 
iently he began aEgain to cruife under the fame flag, and once more infefted 
the Archipelago and the coaft of the MbREA. The Porte complained 
to the RufEan ambaflladory* who difowned Lambro; fo that there remained 
for the Turks no other courfe to take than to arm quickly, in order to flop 
the prc^efs of a man whoin they knew to be powerfully fupported. 

Lambro, who had then fevcral frigates or corvettes, and a great number 
of other fmall veflels well equipped, and manned by determined men, re- 
fifted by his courage, or cfcaped by his fluU, from the (hips which the Ports 
fent againfl him. But he was afterwards attacked by forces fo confiderable,. 
commanded by the Algcrines and the Turks united, that he was entirely de- 
ftroyed, and ran the greateft liik of loflng his life. On this occafion, he 

I performed 
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performed prodigies of valour; and though he had to fight (everal flilps of 
the line, he difputed the viftory the whole day: he had feen almoft the 
whole of his flotilla taken, funk, or burnt, while he was ftill fighting. His 
ihip was full of fliot-holes, and threatened every moment to carry him to 
the bottom. Night fortunately came -and put an end to this too unequal 
conflidt, and alfo furnifhed him with the means of making his efcape in 
boats with part of the heroes by whom he had been fo nobly fupported. 

This revcrfe did not damp the courage of Lambro: his genius and 
aftivity furnifhed him with frefli refources. It was not long before he had 
a fquadron almoft as ftrong as the former, with which he again made his 
appearance in the Akchipelagd. It is certain that this extraordinary man 
would long have perplexed the Porte, had he not had the inadvertence 
to difoblige almofl all the Greeks, by making an improper ufe of the credit 
and forces which he heldfirom their generofity; by imperioufly requiring what 
was at firft, on their part, only a voluntary offering; by tolerating the ex- 
cefles in which the crews of his veffels indulged thcmfclvesj and if, in (hort, 
in order to procure money, he had not, like a real pirate, taken the liberty 
of attacking and capturing indifcriminately merchant-veflels, which his in- 
tereft even prefcribed to him to refpeA. A kerlanguifch and a galley under 
his orders ventured, in May or June 1 792, to attack and burn two French 
fliips lying at anchor a league from Napoli di Romania, although there 
was in the feas of the Levant a divifion of French frigates deftined to 
protcft our commerce. 

In the mean time the Poute, informed of the new armament of Lambro, 

and of the part which the Mainots were taking in it, had reinforced the 

•fquadron of the captain pacha; and, at the fame time, caufed its troops of 

the Morea to march, in order to attack the Mainots on the fide of 

« MlSITBA, 
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MisiTRA, while the fquadron fliould adt in the Gulfs of Coroh and Co*^ 
X,OKYTHiA» which was known to be La3ibro's refuge^ 

At the time when M. de Choiseul was informing M. de St. Valuer; 
commander of the divifion, of what was going on, M. de Venel, captain 
of the M0DESTE9 had arrived at Coron, in order to revenge the outrage 
committed on the Freiich flag. Having learnt that Lambro was at anchor 
in Porto Quaglio, he imm^iately made fail for the purpofe of forcing 
in his retreat this man, who was now ao more than a dangerous pirate that 
it was neceflary to haflen to deftroy. 

On the zTth of Ju^e, M. de Vemcl prefented bimfalf ,off the harbour: 
he found it well fortifiad, and in a good ftatc of do&oce. Ia a {mall cove^ 
fituated by the iide of the harbour, was a cutter moored with a (pringon hec 
cable, and prdteded by two batteries ere£led on (bore : it was by this part 
that M. PE Yen EL refolved to conunence hi^ attack. While he waspre* 
paring for battle, he &w arrive the fquadron under the oiiders of Husauir^ 
who was come alfo with the inteatiofi of attacking Lambilo's fi^tiUa^ . 

In the courfe of the day the French £rigate had two engagemet^ duiii^ 
which (he greatly daouigtd the batteries^ and in particular handled the cuttec 
very roughly. Towards the evening, (be had a third a^oa ia conceit witli 
a Turkifh frigate, and for the night, with a view of preventing any vefTel 
from makii>g her efcape either from the cove or the harbour, the captain- 
pacha fent another frigate and three kerlanguifchs, the command of which 
he gave to M. de Venel. On the i8th, the batteries of the cove ceafed 
their fire, and the cutter was carried. On the fame day, the French frigate^ 
accompanied by two Turkifh frigates and three kerlanguifchs, went to attack 
Porto Quaglio. Lamrro's flotilla confifted of eleven veflcls of different 
fizes. The engagement lafted all the reft of the day. It was remarkedt that 
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tbe whole of the enemy's fire was dire&ed againft the Modeste. Lambrop 
was perfuaded, no doubt, that if he could cripple her, it would have beea 
cafy for him to cfcape from the forces of the pacha. 

At night-fall a council of war was held on board the flag-Aip; and it was 
refolved, agreeably to the o^nnion of M. Peyeon, lieuteimnt of the ModestEt 
that the French frigate (hould cruife, as (he had done on the preceding 
nights, with the two Turkifti frigates and the three kerlanguifchs, and that 
at day-light (he (hould force the entrance of the harbour, accompanied hf 
the whole fquadron^ 

According to this plan, the attack was renewed on the 19th at day-break.. 
The filence of the batteries and of the veffels at firft excited furprife; but it 
was foon difcovered that all of them had been abandoned during the ui^t^ 
Lambro, and all the Greeks under his command, had made their e(cape 
among the Mainots, or, under &vour of the night, had got off in their boats; 
The captain-pacha, delighted that he had been fo fuccefsful in his firft tffay^ 
fwore eternal friend Qvip to the Fpenclh promifed diftinguiQied proteftion ta 
her feamen, thanked M, de Venel, diftributed fome money and fome re* 
£rc(hments to the crew of the AfoDESTBy took pofleffion of the deferted 
flotilla, and haftened to return to Constantinople, to itceive the conf^ 
gratttfaukm of the great aqd the benediftions of the people*. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

Extent and population of the IJland of Crete.— Z)^toi/> refpecting the produce 
tions of each province.-^Plants of which the inhabitants make tifc.^^ 
Natural hijlory. 

1 H£ liland of Crete is about fixty leagues or thirty myriameters In length; 
from its moll weilcrn coaft to Cape SamoniuMj fituated in the mod eaftern 
part. Its greatefl breadth, in pafiing by Mount Ida, is about thirteen 
leagues. It is but three from the head of the Gulf of Mirabel to Hiera 
Fetra, and fix or fcven from Retimo to the mouth of the rivulet called 
Megalo Potauo: but when a perfon travels on horfeback, the turnings 
vrhich he is obliged to make, on account of the mountains, render the road 
every where as long again, independently of its being extremely rugged. 

The north coafl; is much more finuous than the fouth: it has a greater 
number of harbours and roadfteads: here are to be found excellent anchor* 
ages, while the fouth coaft affords but a few places where a (hip can cad 
anchor in lafety. 

The rivers are, in a manner, nothing more than torrents fwelled in winter 
by the rains, and in the fpring by the melting of the fnow : few among them 
preferve all the year apart of tlieir waters; but there are a tolerably great 
number of fprings, of which the inhabitants make ufe for the watering of 
the lands. True it is that the greater part of thefe fprings iffue fo dofc to 
the fca-(hore, that it is almoft impoffible to employ them for that purpofe. 

F F 2 According 
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. According to the reglfters of the colledlor of the karatch, the population 
of the Greeks muft be eftimated at one hundred and twenty thoufand : there- 
are reckoned about twenty thoufand men paying that tax. If we next con- 
fider the great number of janizaries r^iilered in the towns> and if we pay 
attention that fome villages are almoft entirely peopled by Turks, or partly 
by Turks and partly by Greeks, we (hall be inclined to believe that there 
are in the ifland nearly as many of the one as of the other, and that the total 
amount of the population is two hundred and forty thoufand inhabitants. 

If we may credit tlie merchants who have grown gray in their counting- 
houfes^ and who have direfted an obferving eye to their commerce, the num- 
ber of the Greeks is infenfibly diminifhing from the cffeft of fervitude, from 
emigrations, from the difcouragement to which a cultivator is fubjeft, and 
from, the continual exadlions which they experience. Wretchednefs occafions 
the death of fome from inanition in particuhr; it kills a great many children > 
it oppofes the union of the two fexes. We n^ay prefume> that if the: 
Porte do not change its fyftem in regard to the non-Muflulmans, if it da 
not quickly decide on protedting them againft its agents, the population of 
the Greeks will difappear from the places occupied by the Turks, or the. 
ktter will be driven from the European continent on the firft opportunity, 
that fhall prefent itfelf. 

We have faid that the ifland was divided into three governments, fubdi- 
vided into diftridls or provinces: we fliall take a look at the produdions of 
each of them in particular^, 

In the moft weftern part, lie Kissamos to the north, and Selino to the 
fouth, which divide into two portions the ground comprifed between that 
Ipace. Kissamos, whofe name has been preferved till our time without 
alteration, was formerly the harbour of Aptbra ; at this day it is a fmall 

I town^ 
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towit, which would be of Ibme importance, had not the pachas prohibited 
the exportation of the commodities of the ifland, eiccept from the chief plac^ 
of their government. 

This province is one of the bed cultivated and the moft produdlive of 
the ifland : it furniflies a tolerably large quantity of oil and wine; it pro- 
duces honey, wax, and iilk : here very little barley and wheat are gathered.. 
The greater part of its mountains are wooded : here are found fcattered a^ 
great many common and holm oaks, the acorns of which allow the Greeks 
to breed a fufficiently large number of hogs. Here are alfo feen a great, 
many carob-trees, whofe fruits are carried to Canea. Above the village of 
NoMALOy fituatcd on the firfl link of the chain of the White Mountains, 
18 a fomewhat confiderable forefi of oaks, whence is drawn the greater parft 
of the wood and charcoal that is confumed at Canea* 

In this province, the vine defcrves foine attention: it is cut fo near the 
soot, that there remains no apparent Ihoot; which does not prevent it from 
lending forth feveral vigorous branches, and from yielding a tolerably great 
quantity of grapes. Thofe who arc the beft cultivators, give but one hoeing 
to their vines, and never put to them any manure. They prefer employing it 
on lands intended for the reception of grain, or of fome kitchen -garden 
plants. 

When they wi(h to plant a vine, the inhabitants of Kissamos content 
themfelves with (licking in the ground, to the depth of two feet, a pointed' 
iron, and with fetting their plant in the hole, at the fame time pricking the 
earth all round by means of the fame iron. This method is undoubtedly 
defedive; but it faves the expenfes of plantations; and in a country where 
it is dangerous for a man to be richer than his neighbour, induflry is alwaya 
paralyzed. BefideSy why Ihould the Greek endeavour, in the country-places, 

to 
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to double the produce of his field ? He is fatisfied if he have bread for his 
femily: two or three caiks of wine are fufficient for him; if he had five or 
fix, it would be remarked : the foubachi would not want pretexts for in- 
forming againft him, and the aga means for dripping him. 

^he wine of Kissamos is a claret, fpirituous, and of a tolerably good 
quality: as it is not an article of commerce, becaufe the carriage to Cane a 
would be too expcnfive, the Greeks and Muflulmans make of it a rather 
great confumption. The former convert apart of it into brandy for their 
winter ftock, becaufe it keeps better, and takes up lefs room than wine. 

The grapes are gathered in the beginning of Fruiftidor: at this period 
they have acquired their full maturity. They ^ltc carried to the prefs con- 
flruded in mafonry in the middle of the vineyard : there, they are heaped 
up, and left eight or ten days expofed to the fun. They are then trodden ; 
fuid the unfermented wine is carried home, where it is poured into cafks. A 
fourth or a fifth part of water is generally added, and moll of the inhabi* 
tants am in the habit of putting into the wine which they intend for the 
Turks, fait, plafter, and even lime, in order to give it a tartnefs, which the 
jatter are fond of^ and hold in requeO:. 

On the Gulf of Kissamos is a quarry of beautiful gypfum, which the 
Cretans work ill. The mafons of the country are acquainted with no other 
manner of .converting it into plafter, than by putting it pounded, to the 
4hicknefs of five or fix inches, into the baker's oven. 

The fort of Grabusa, fituated on a fteep iflet, at the moft weftcrn and 
northern part of Crete, is comprifed in the diftridt of Kissamos. The 
Turki not being able to make themfelves matters of this fort at the beginning 
of the lad century, refolved to corrupt the commander, and the latter was 

immoral 
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icnmoral enough to hold out his hand to the gpld that was offered to him» 
and cowardly enough to deliver up a place intruded to him by the republic 
of Ve^^ice. The jundtion^ of three fmall illands and an advanced cape 
forms a natural harbour^ in which the largeft fhips anchor in fafety. The 
population of the Turks of Kissam.os is eflimated at upwards of a third of 
the inhabitants. 

The province which lies to the fouth of that of Kissamos, has taken its 
name of Selino, a fmall town built on the fouth coafl of the ifland, in the 
fituation formerly occupied by Lissa^ or Lissus, a place of little importance, 
of which Ptolemy makes mention. It is very fertile, although it is almoft 
entirely mountainous. It furnifhes a little filk, honey, wax, and a tolerably 
large quantity of fruits, fuch as cherries, apricots, peaches, pears, and oranges. 
This is the only province where the chefnut-tree is cultivated : that tree is 
there abundant, and thrives exceedingly well on the fchiftofe hills and moun- 
tains of this country. Thechefnuts are carried to Canea, Retimo, and 
Candia. In thofe towns they are eaten from the middle of Vendemiairc 
to the end of the fpring. Every year a rather large quantity is exported to 
Syria^ 

Oil is, however, the principal commodity of Selino : it is reckoned better 
in this province, than in all the reft of the ifland. The merchants of 
Canea generally eftabli(h their (peculations on the quantity and the quality 
ef the oils of Sslino« 

Wine, wheat,, and barley, arc inr no great plenty. The population of the 
Turks is eftimatcd at a fourth or a fifth of the inhabitants. 

After thefe two provinces come CiDOMi A to the north, and Sfhachia 
to the fouth : the latter extends to the eaft much mor» than the former i it 

m 
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In the environs of Can£a, the population of the Turks is as numeroui 
as that of the Greeks. 

Three leagues from this town begins the province of ApocoRONAf which 
extends to the eafl as far as Armiro, and to the fouth as far as the moun- 
tains of Sphachia. It prefents no particular culture: it is mountainous, 
and furniOies in abundance oil, a fmall quantity of barley and wheat, and 
very little wine: it is more peopled by Greeks than by Turks. 

The province of Retimo, which comes next, is one of the beft culti« 
vated and mod produdtive of the ifland : it furniftics a great deal of oil, a 
little barley and wheat, and a tolerably large quantity of wine. The rifing 
grounds and hills which fkirt the (hore of Armiro, are almofl all covered 
with vines. On the neareft mountain^ which lie to the fouth, is to be re» 
marked a foreft of common and holm oaks, maples, and carob-trees, into 
which the inhabitants of Retimo come to cut the wood that they (land in 
need of. 

To the fouth of Retimo are the two provinces of Aion-Fassali and 
AMARif the only ones that are comprifed in this pachalik : they furnifli wheat, 
barley, oil, and fome fruits. The former, fituated to the north-weft of the 
other, furniflies, befidcs, excellent cheefe, which is confounded,' in trader 
with that of Spiiaciiia. The Greeks are more numerous than the Turks 
in the provinces of Aiox-Vassali and Amari. 

The Sphachiots, as we have faid, inhabit the high mountains which extend 
from eaft to weft, from the province of Selino as far as that of Amarx: 
they are confidered as being comprifed in the pachalik of Candia, though 
the interior police and adminiftration belong to themfelves. Independently 
of a great number of villages which are on theie mountains, fome are re- 

VOL. II. GO marked 



226 . TRAVELS IN THE 

roarfced towards the fouth coaft, and among others Sphachja, their chict 
place, where is a fmall harbour that contains fcven or eight large boats, of 
which the Sphachiots make ule for their trade, and.fometimes too for the 
piracies which they pradife in imitation of their anceftors. 

The Maltefe^ in their excurfions, formerly frequented the harbour of 
Sphachia. They were well received there by the inhabitants, who were 
eager to fuinilh them with provifions and all the afliftance which they 
wanted. 

Sphachia produces fcarccly any oil; but, to make the inhabitants 
amends, here are gathered a little wheat and a pretty confiderable quantity 
of barley : it alfo furnifhes honey and wax. Its principal produdion confifts 
in little cheefes made with ewe's milk, which are exported to Cokstan- 

TINOPLE, 

During the winter,^ the Sphacliiots are in the habit of fending their flocks- 
towards the fea-fide, becaufe in that mild and rainy fcafon grafs is there ia 
plenty; but, on the firft warm weather in fummer, they drive them back to 
browfe at home on the rich paftures which the milder temperature and the 
gradual melting of the fnow always maintain in a ftate of verdure. 

The wine which thefe Greeks make on the firft link of the chain of their 
mountains, would be fufficient for the wants of the whole year with a little 
economy; but they generally drink with fo much intemperance during the 
three or four months which fucceed that of the vintage, that they are obliged 
to drink pure water the remainder of the year. Few among them are 
prudent enough, it is faid, to ufe with fobriety a liquor as wholefome, whea 
it is takcu in moderation, as it is prejudicial when the dofe is too powerful. 

The 
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The firft province that is met with in the north part of the ifland, after 
quitting the territory of Retimo, is called Nilo-Potamo : it extends to the 
fouth-eaft: even beyond Mount Ida, and comprifes the diftrifts of Arlo* 
PoTAMOj Lambis, ARCADiy and Riso-Castro. It yields wheat, barley, filk, 
flax, cotton, and fome fruits: here is produced a rather large quantity of oil, 
though the greater part of the olive-trees neither receive manure nor hoeing, 
and are in fome meafure abandoned. 

This province was formerly comprehended in the pachalik of RfiTiMOt 
but, about fifty years ago, a pacha of Candia, confidering it as an excel- 
lent mine to be worked, warmly folicitcd the Porte, and obtained, that it 
(hould be annexed to his pachalik. This meafure greatly contributed to di» 
minifh the number of the inhabitants, as well as the produce of the lands; 
for, independently of the exadlions which were made on thofe who were in 
eafy circumftanccs, the obligation to which the pacha fubjeds all the culti- 
vators to carry their oils to Candia, where lefs is paid for them than at 
Retimo, and the confiderable increafe of the expenfes refultiqg from « 
greater diftance and worfe roads, acrofs mountains which it is nec^fTary to 
pafs — every thing has thrown the inhabitants into a fort of difcouragement 
of which the Porte is ignorant, and to which the pacha has no intention 
of putting a ftop. Satisfied with increafing the produce of the cu(lom5, 
the latter gives himfelf little concern whether the inhabitants have to lament 
the meafures which the Porte has taken in regard to them. 

In the territory of Candia are gathered very little cotton, a great deal of 
wheat and barley, and a confiderable quantity of raifins. Several cargoes of 
thefe lad are (hipped for Syria and Egypt. The Muffulmans of thofe 
countries make them the principal ingredient in their (hcrbets : the Chriftians 
are in the habit of pitting them into a certain quantity of water, and of 
leaving them to ferment for ten, twelve, or fifteen days, according to the 
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temperature of the air. They afterwards diftil them, and obtain from them 
a very agreeable brandy. The preparation of thefe raifins confifts in gathering 
them, when they are very ripe, and fpreading them on the ground, expoCng 
them for feveral days to a burning fun. They are afterwards ftoned, and 
then packed up for carriage. 

There are fcarcely any olive-trees in the territory of Candia, although 
the foil is very fit for the culture of that tree. The Turks there are as na- 
merous as the Greeks. 

The Ifland of DiA, or of Standi a, is fituated three leagues to the 
©orth-eaft by eaft of Candia. It is about four miles long by two broad; 
its circumference is irregular : in its fouth part, are three natural harbours^ 
where (hips of burden, bound to Candia, ca(t anchor and unload a part 
of their cargo, becaufe the harbour of that town is not deep enougb to re« 
ccivc them when they are fully laden. On their departure, they in like 
manner go and wait at Dia till boats bring them wherewith to complete 
their lading. 

A (hip of the line which might be driven by a too violent northerly wind 
towards Crete, and which could not gain the Gulf of Suda, or Spina- 
LoNGA, would find an afylum at Dia. The middle harbour, called Porto 
JOELLA MadonAj Is the bed of the three: a vefTel may caft anchor there in 
from (ix or eight fathoms water up to a conliderable depth. 

On doubling the eaft point, you meet with a fourth harbour, by no means 
lafe, rather (hallow, and open to the eaft wind, but (heltered from the fouth^ 
weft, and north-weft. A mcrchant-veffel, caught in a gale of wind, might 
in like manner here take refuge^ 

This 
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This ifland is lofty, rugged, and entirely calcareous: it neither is inhabited 
nor cultivated. The rock is every where naked, except towards the fummit, 
where is perceived a foil which would be fit for the culture of the vine and 
the olive-tree. It appears that there were anciently in this fpot fome habita- 
tions, to judge from the heaps of ftones and bricks to be found here. In 
various places are met with a whitilh marble, which has never been worked, 
and fome veins, of feveral feet in thicknefs, of ftreaked alabafter, which is 
thought to be of the greateft beauty. 

On this ifland are a confiderable quantity of rabbits: there are alfo fome 
wild goats, which it is difficult to fee and to fhoot at, becaufe they keep in 
places inacccffible to man. We here faw, befides, feveral cats of different 
colours, which we prefumed to have belonged to veflTels caft away. 

The province of Messara^ which lies to the fouth of that of Candia, 
is the mod fertile and the mod agreeable of the ifland : it has, among others, 
a very beautiful plain fix leagues in extent, in which are gathered in abun- 
dance wheat, barley, flax, cotton, and a variety of fruits. It is croflTed by 
a fmall river at this day called MALOGSiTUiy and formerly known by the 
name of Lethe. It paflx;s by the fide of the ruins of Gortyva^ and empties 
itfelf into the fea facing the Paximadi Iflands. 

When the Romans had conquered the iflands, and humbled the pride of 
Cnossus, Gortyna became the moft confiderable and the mod bcautifd 
city of Crete. It had two harbours to the fouth, one of which named 
MetalluMj fituated oppofite to two iflets, is to be found again in the 
word MhTALAy which this place Hill bears. The other, called Lebena^ 
was five or fix leagues more to the eadward, 

Threcc 



230 TRAVELS IN THE 

Three leagues to the north of thefe ruins, is feen the famous labyrinth^ 
^'hich might be taken for an old quarry of foft, calcareous flonc, or for a 
place of habitation, capable of containing a whole colony, had not ancient 
authors faid that it was conftruAed Ij)' D-s:dalus, on the model of the la- 
byrinth of Egypt, and that it fcrved as a place of confinement for the Mi- 
notaur. 

The wheat of Mejsara is one of the beft of Turkey: it yields a great 
deal of flour, and makes an excellent bread. Cultivators convey it on the 
back of their affcs to Candia, to Retimo, and even to Canea; and, 
however plentiful the harveft may be, they never keep any for themfelves. 
As well as the other cultivators of the ifland, they live all the year on a very 
coarfe barley-bread. The pure wheat is referved for the agas and for the rich 
inhabitants of the towns. 

This province is juftly reckoned the granary of Crete. All the lands arc 
in culture, and they commonly produce fifteen or twenty for one; while 
clfcwhere the cultivator is well fatisfied if he obtain fix or eight times the 
feed which he has intrufted to the beft grounds: true it is that their culture 
is much ncgleftcd, and that they feldom receive manure. The Turks here 
are more numerous than the Greeks. 

The province of Mirabel, which lies to the call of that of Candia, 
is populous, fertile, and abundant in oil, grain, and fruit. Formerly thc^ 
inhabitants faw feveral French veflcls come to the road of Mirabel and 
Ihe harbour of Spina-Longa, in order to load with oil, which kept up its 
:price, and dilTufed among them a degree of comfort which they no longer 
enjoy, fince they have been forced to carry it, at a great expcnfe, to Candia, 
and to fell it at a low price to the Turkilh proprietors of the foap-houfes 
rftablillied in that town. 

I Cultivators, 
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Cultivators, dlfcouraged by this inconfidcrate order, negleA from day to 
day their olive-trees, and make, befides, a greater confumption of oil and 
olives than they did before. They fait a large quantity of this fruit, which 
they make the principal article of their fubfiftencc. They alfo eat a great 
many wild herbs as a falad, or fried with oil; and thus it. is that the pacha 
of C AND I A, who hoped to increafe the produce of the cuftoms, by prevent- 
ing the fraud which might have been committed far from his fight, has, on 
the contrary, feen that produce imperceptibly diminiQi, bccaufe they no 
longer export from this province one half of the oils which \yere thence ex^ 
ported formerly. 

The road of Mirabel faces the eaft, and affords to veflels, which may 
put in there, a tolerably fafe anchorage. It is flieltered and defended by twd 
fmall iflands fituated in front. The town has greatly diminiftied fince com- 
merce has taken another direction. Here are, neverthelefs, ftill reckoned 
fifteen hundred inhabitants, the greater part Greeks and cultivators. 

Spina-Longa, which lies a few leagues more to the north, is one of the 
beft harbours of the ifland. It is formed by a peninfula which fecures it frona 
the eafterly winds. Its entrance faces the north north-eaft; but it is (hel- 
tered and protcfted by an iflet on which the Venetians had built a fortrefs 
fimilar to that of Scjda. For a long time the Turks made fruitlels attempts 
to render themfelvcs maftcrs of this fortrefs: it was not till the beginning of 
the laft century that the Venetians permitted them to take poffcffion of it. 

The province of HierA'Petra^ or Gera Petra, is to the fouth of that 
of Mirabel: like the latter, it produces oil, grain, various fruits, honey, 
wax, flax, &c. ; but it fuffers equally from the prohibition which the pacha 
has iflued of felling commodities any where but at Cakdia. French vefTcIs 
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came formerly to load with oil in the road of Hiera-Petra: in order to 
fell that commodity, the inhabitants are at this day obliged to make by laud 
a trip which requires three or four days' journey. 

The town, known in ancient times under the names of Cyrba, Camyrus, 
and HiERA PytnAj is at the prefent hour no more than a village, whofc po- 
pulation is daily diminiQiing. Its roadftead is too much expofed to the 
foutherly winds, and particularly to the Jrocco^ to be frequented. The Eu- 
ropean vcjOTels which came thither formerly, haftened to take in their cargo 
and to get away. 

The province of Settia occupies all the caflcrn part of the ifland : it is 
the moft extenfive, but the leafl peopled, and the leaft produdive, though 
it is, in a great meafure, fufceptible of culture, and though moll of its lands 
are of the greateft fertility* But the remotenefs from the capital, the 
want of harbours, the inconfiderate injuftice of the agas — every thing con- 
curs to render the inhabitants of this part of the ifland more indolent than 
the others. Contented with gathering corn and fruit for their fubfiftence, oil 
for paying their taxes, and procuring theml'elves a few clothes, and the uten- 
fils neceffary for their family, they endeavour not to fnatch from the earth 
a furplus of produftions, with which they would be cmbarrafTed, or of which 
their agas would not fail to take poflTeflion. 

The town is fituated on a flat Ihore, which a cape not much advanced^ 
and three iflets placed at upwards of a league's diftance, proteft but feebly 
from the north and north-eaft winds. It was tolerably well fortified, and 
fufficiently peopled, when the Venetians were matters of the ifland : they had 
ithere conflrudtcd a mole, in order to (helter the velTels which came thither 
^o load with the produdlions of the province, or which brought thofe claimed 

by 
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by the wants of the inhabitants. At Settia are at this day feen none but 
fmall boats: the population has diminilhed confiderably, and the fortifica- 
tions are not kept in the leaft order. 

Mount DiCTiE occupies in this province an extent fomewhat coniiderable, 
in a direftion from eaft to weft. Although it is one of the moft elevated 
points of the ifland next to Mount Ida and the White Mountains, its^ 
top is not covered with fnow: it is only more cool and more moift than the 
mountains in the environs of the iea» and would be very well calculated for 
the feeding of a great number of flocks. 

The carob-trce, a tree of moderate fize which grows without culture all 
over the ifland, and particularly delights in ftony grounds and in the clefts of 
rocks, is here more abundant than any where elfe: it has an agreeable port, 
a foliage always green, flowers very fmall, without corollas; brown fruits, 
flattened in the form of pods, and a wood very hard, veined, of a beautiful 
deep red, very fit for cabinet and inlaid work; but what depreciates this 
wood, is that it is very fubjed to rot when the tree grows old: its blea, be- 
fides, is too confiderable, too tender, and of a whitiih colour. 

The fruits of the carob-tree are conveyed to Constantinople, into 
Syria, and into Egypt: they ferve for- food to the poor and to children; 
the latter are very fond of chewing the fweet and lufcious pulp which they 
contain. Mixed with liquorice^root, raifins, and other different fruits, it 
ferves for compofing the (herbets of which the MuflTulmans make a daily ufc. 

Among the great number of wild or cultivated plants on which the inha- 
bitants of Crlte fubfift, we fliall remark: 

The leaves of kidney-beans, boiled and fried with olive-oil. 

vol. lu 11 li The 



OITOMAN EMPIRE. 233 

Among the cultivated plants, we remarked the briftly-leaved corchorus, 
or common Jew's mallow*, which we again faw in ftill greater abundance 
in Egypt. Its leaves are eaten with pleafure, during the whole fummer, as a 
ragout or fimply boiled, fqueezed, and feafoned with olive-oil. Care is taken 
to fow the feeds from the end of the winter to the end of the fpring, hi 
watered places. The plant is annual, branchy, and rifes to the height of 
,two feet. 

Ketmia^ or bamia^^ known in the Antilles under the name of gombeau^ 
is alfo cultivated, not only in Ckete, but throughout the Levant. Its 
fruit, from three to four inches long, is gathered from the end of Prairial to 
Frudlidor, and eaten as a ragout alone^ with different feafoning, and more 
frequently mixed with meat: it is infipid, vifcous, and by no means difficult 
of digeftion. The feeds are fown towards the end of the winter in watered 
places. This annual plant would thrive very well in the South of France. 

To this lift we might add the greater part of the kitchen-garden plants 
cultivated in Europe. 

It is to be regretted that the potatoe is not known to the inhabitants of 
Greece; it would certainly grow under the fliade of the chcfnut-trcc of 
Selino, on the White Mountains, on Mount Ida, on Mount Die t-s:, 
and on all the elevated and cool places of the ifland. It would contribute 
to render independent the Sphachiots, whom, the want of fubfiftcncc fre- 
quently calls to the maritime towns of the north coaft: it would fave the 
corn which, in general, runs Qiort in this country: it would afibrd to all tlie 
Greeks a wholefome food which would not excite the envy of the greedy 

• Ccrchorus olitorias. Link. — Corctc potagw, Lamarck. Eneyclop. 
f H:bij€t(s e/culcntuT, Link. — Ketmic com edible, Lamarck* Einyclop* 
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fvhich fatten in the fields on feeds and infeds that are there to be found- 
The turkey-cock, in particular, is remarkable for its fizc, the delicacy of ita 
fleQi, and the low price at which it is obtained: for a piaftre, or about two 
Kvres (2od. fterling). a turkey may be purchafed, weighing from twelve to 
fifteen pounds, and for one livre a bird of the fame fpecics, that weighs fevca 
or eight. Beef is fcarce, and the ox. is little ufed but in country labour. 

There are few countries in the Levant which afford a greater variety of 
interefting vegetables than the Ifland of Crete. The botanift may hope 
to reap there, in all feafons, a harveft more or lefs abundant. In fadt, when 
the heat has parched up the earth, and burnt the greater part of the plants 
in the plains and on the hills in the vicinity of the lea, then DiCTiE, Ida> 
and Sphacuia, which are fituated in a temperature more. mild and more 
mQift, are covered with flowers of every fpecies. 

If the botanifl: quit thefc elevated plares in the firft rains of autumnr, 
he is furprifcd to find under his feet a yellow-flowered ranunculus, tolerably 
fiagrant, worthy of figuring. in the gardens of floriftsj a fweet-fmelling, white 
narciffus; fevcral hyacinths, two fpecies of faffron, a. crocus, a day-lily, &c. 
Prefently he fees the piandrakc, the virtues of which empirics have extolled, 
but of which the wife phyffcian is miftruftful as a venomous plant. The 
arborefcent lucern flowers before the end of autumn. In Nivcifc, Pluvi6fc, 
and Ventofe, all the rifing grounds are covered with ranunculufcs, anemones, 
ixias, crocufes, irifcs, and a great number of cruciform plants ; to which 
fucceed rapidly orchifes, labiatse, rock-rofes, fome umbellata?, and moft of 
the leguminous plants. In the middle of fummer arc found fome late 
plants, and a great number of buflies and flirubs, fuch as favories, thymes, 
ftachys, oleanders, myrtles, &c. and towards the end of the fummer, fome 
fyngencfia, among which is to. be remarked the gummy-rooted atraftylis. 
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difplays within, on the right fide, two fmall folds not very apparent* The 
neck is free and quadrangular. The lad volutes of the fpire are cut as in the 
decollated bulimus *. 

4. The blunt bulimus (Jig. z. a. b.) has an oval mouthy flightly bi- 
dentated, and reddilh within. Each fpire has a great number of very elevated 
lines. The extremity is always truncated when the (hell has attained its full 
fize -f-. 

5. T\it taper bulimus (^fig. 6. a, b.) is elongated, ftriated, and formed of 
fifteen or fixtcen fpires. The mouth is oval, a little oblong: it has within 
two folds on the fide of the columella, more or lefs marked* The lad fpires 
are of a deep blackifh blue J. 

6. The injlated bulimus {fig. 3. a, b.) is not fo long, and more inflated 
than the preceding; its flrise are more apparent : thofe of the lad volute form 
wrinkles well marked. There are only twelve or thirteen volutes to its fpire. 
The mouth is oval, and ilightly bidentated: the extremity appears as if ob* 
ftruAed by fome acccflTary folds ||. 

Lizards do not comn.only infpire as much fright as ferpents: not one is 
known to be venomous i and nevenhelcfs, in fcveral places, we find an opi- 
nion eftabliflied that fume of thefe reptiles are extremely dangerous. The 

• Bulimus torticollis ^«//?rr, parvulust dilute rubigino/us, valdt truncaius, /ubcylimincus i collo 
lihercy angufta/o, fuhquadrato ; apertura fuhrctunda, 

f Bulimus rctufus^w/^rr, parvulus decollatus^fnCftrm-cyUndraceuSy totus conjpicue plkato-flriatus, 
ch/oUte albeus ; apertura cvaJi, ir.trwfum ohfcurc htplicata^ rufidula, 

X Bulimus ttxtr. /Ir.ijlcrf parvulw, angujh fuflfcrmiiy ol/olote Jiriolatus, cum 'vcrtict atrato al- 
bidus ; anfraclihus planljjlmh ; apertura ovato*oblon;^a^ cbjcurt bidentala. 

II Bulimuj infl.4tus ^/r/^^r, par*vulus, *ventriccfo fujiformts, cum 'ver trice atrato laQcui\ lennter 
ftriolatus ; apertura wali^ obfcure bidentata, alba, 
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mixed with gray, yellowifli, and brown; the head and the back covered with 
fcales, fimple or tubercled, and pointed. The fcales of the feet arc more 
turned up, and more pointed, than thofc of the back. The tail is vcrticil- 
lated, and covered with prickly fcales. This lizard acquires ten or twelve 
inches in length. It lives on infeds, and does no mifchief. It is feen to (eek 
the fun in fummer: in winter it keeps in holes, and there gaffes that feafon 
in a fort of torpor. 
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Induftry is almofl null in the Greek vilk^es fubjeft to the agas. It is 
not without trembling that the inhabitants there make a few coarfe cloths, 
and the moft fimple implements of hufbandry. The women arc fi:arcely ever 
employed but in mending the old r^s which they and their hulbands wear 
as long as they can. When they drefs themfelves in new clothes, which 
happens but feldom, they avoid (howy colours and ftuffs of a certain price. 
They know that their (liit would be taken away from them by the foubachi, 
4or by fome other Turk, and would even cxpofe them to outrages. 

This is not the cafe in Sphachia. The Greek of thofe mountains is 
at the fame time (hepherd, agriculturift, and artifan. He turns to a pretty 
good account the lands which he poflelTes^ he breeds, with fufficient intel- 
ligence and fuccefs, a great number of cattle; he manufa&ures with tolerable 
ikill the cloths with which he clothes himfelf, the utenfils of which he makes 
ufe, and the implements which he employs. But the Sphachiot has pre- 
ferved, as we have faid before, the energy of the independent man, and the 
adivity of him who enjoys without moleftation the fruit of his labour. 

The Turkilh villages prefent not fo much wretchednefs as thofe be-* 
longing to the Greeks, becaufe the cultivator is much more fure of his pro- 
perty, and may without fear improve it by every means in his power. In- 
dependently of the taxes which he pays, being, in general, lefs burdeafome^ 
independently of his being exempt from perfonal impoft, it feldom happens 
that too revolting an injudice is committed in re^rd to him, becaufe the 
•inhabitants are ever ready to rife and defend him among them who fliould 
be oppreffed. 

Notwithftanding fo many advantages, neither agriculture nor induftry att 
in vigour among them. Being almoft all enrolled among the janiziurieSi, they 
depend on the pay which they have to receive ^ they alfo depend on thierx- 
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danger the Turks of this ifland would not fair to feize, indifcriminately, all 
the Greeks who might be in a condition to carry arms, and to facrifice them 
to their own fafcty, unlefs that power ftiould have taken beforehand the pre- 
caution of tranfmitting arms fecretly, and of fcrcening, by that means, thefe 
unfortunate beings from the murderous fword of their oppreflbrs. 

The Turks are, in general, handfomer than the Europeans. Their ftature 
is not taller; but their features are more regular; their countenance is com- 
monly more agreeable, and more expreffive. Do they owe this advantage to 
their inadive life> to the climate which they inhabit, to the aliments which 
they ufe, to the comfort which they almoft all enjoy, or muft we attribute 
the caufe of it to thofe Haves, generally rather handfomc, who have brought 
them into the world ? What would induce us to believe that the more ge- 
neral beauty of the women, in Turkey, contributes greatly to the beauty 
of the men, is that the Turks of Crete, who, fince they have occupied the 
ifland, are in the habit of marrying, in the kapin manner, the handfomeft 
Greek girls of the country, are ftill handfomer than thofe of the reft of 
Turkey. 

They are alfo more intelligent : to fee them and hear them, one would 
imagine that they have received from their mothers a few fpaiks of that bril- 
liant wit, of that (hrcwd fagacity, with which the Greeks arc endowed, and 
which they have preferved, even in flavery. 

Thefe Turks are the only ones in the empire, who, notwithftanding the 
prejudices of their nation, have ventured to fubmit to a fort of quarantine 
all ftrangers who come from a country infefted with the plague. They even 
carry precaution fo far as to prohibit their ports to veflcls that have onboard 
lick fufpeftcd to have that difordcr, unlefs they bring provifions of which the 
ifland ftands in great need; and in that cafe they, by every known means, 
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hinder the plague from being introduced among them. But as they cannot 
prevent the accefis of a TurkiQi (hip of war, nor fubjeft her to the falutary 
regulations of tlie ifland, the precautions which they take with refpeft to 
others, are very often infufficient. In faft, the galiondgis, from whatever 
country they come, and whatever may be their ftate of health, are eager to 
g€t on Ihore, land their effefts, and communicate with the inhabitants of the 
lown and country. Thus it was that a kcrlanguifch belonging to the Porte, 
arrived from Canea, in the year IV. (1796), brought thither a plague of 
the mod contagious and moft deftru<9:ive nature, wliich in lefs than two years 
vifited the whole ifland, and carried off upwards of one-fourth of the inhabi- 
tants. It had not yet ceafed when we left Constantinople, in the year 
VI. (1798), although it had, for feveral months paft, loft much of its maHg- 
nity. 

Another law, kfs wife no doubt, which rcfults from the too fmall quantity 
cf corn that the ifland furnifties, fubjcds veflTels laden with grain and other 
provifions, which happen to put into one of its harbours, to lell their cargo 
before they get under fail again. And were the ifland provided with a 
fufEcient abundance of provifions to be fold at a very low price, the captain 
tould not obtain permiflion to carry his commodity elfewhere without making 
a prefent to the pacha, to the cuftom-houfe officer, and to the corps of jani- 
zaries. 

In the principal towns, it is a pleafure to fee public granaries which were 
probably conftrufted in the time of the Venetians. Thefe confift of large 
fquare pits in mafonry, coated with a cement capable of fecuring from hu- 
midity the grain contained in them. The opening is narrow, and carefully 
clofed. Corn keeps very well in thefe pits, provided they are not too damp. 
They are very common in Italy, and throughout the East: their form is 
more frequently oval, and very much fwelled in the middle. We might have 
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recourfe to them with the fame advantage in France, and^ as occafion re- 
quired, make ufe of thofe vats in mafonry which the inhabitants are in the 
habit of conllructing in moft of the wine-countries* 

The corn which is gathered in Crete not being fufficient for the con^ 
fumption of the inhabitants, there comes every year a tolerably Urge quantity 
from VoLo, from Salonica, from the Morea^ from Svria, and fome- 
times from Egypt, 

Wine is made only in a few diftrifts of the ifland: in fome others, the 
inhabitants prefer carrying their grapes to the town, or drying them for trade. 
Thofe who have no wine difpcnfe with it, and drink water: it fcldom hap- 
pens that any is brought to them from the illands of the Archipelago. 

The mulberry -tree vegetates very well in Crete, Silk-worms thrive 
there wonderfully, and, neverthelefs, that tree is fcarce. Every year is 
brought from Syria the filk neceffary for the manufafture of a few firings 
and a few ribands, which are exported to Constantinople, Some cloths 
in filk and cotton, and in filk and flax, are alfo manufactured: the latter 
ferve for making (hirts and (hifts, and are confumcd in the country. 

Although flax b tolerably plentiful, yet it does not fuffice for the wants 
of the inhabitants: they draw a great deal from Egypt. 

Cotton is little cultivated ; that which is confumed in this ifland, comes 
from Smyrna and the environs of Ephesus. 

There arrive alfo from this latter place buffalo-hides and ox-hides, and 
coarfe fheep-fkins, for the ufe of the mountaineers, who make of them a 
fort of boot which reaches to the knee. 

Sefamum 
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Scfamum is cultivated in a fmall quantity: in the towns, its feed is mixed 
with bread, in order to give the latter more flavour. Here the inhabitants 
arc not in the habit of extrading oil from it, as is praftifed in fome iflands 
of the AiiciiiPKLAGO, in fome diftrifts of SrRiA, and in a good part of 
Persia and India. 

The only articles of exportation from the Ifland of Crete, are oil, foap, 
wax, honey, cheefe, raifins, almonds, walnuts, chefnuts, St. John's bread, 
linlecd, and liquorice-root. 

The oil that the ifland can furnifli in a good feafon is eftimatcd at two 
hundred thoufand milleroles*. Of this the French draw nearly one- fourth: 
the Italians and Germans take off a fmall quantity: the people of the country 
make a great confumption of it for their food. All the reft is confumed by 
<he foap-houfes. 

Next to oil, foap is one of the moft important articles of exportation. It 
paffes to Tunis, to Constantinople, and into all the towns of the Le- 
vant. It is not fo good as that of Marseilles for wafliing and cleaning 
linen , but, ncverthelefs, the Turks prefer it, becaufc it is cheaper, and is, 
befides, almoft as good as ours for wafliing their body, (having their head, 
and for the other ufes to which they apply it. 

AtCANDiA, there arc twenty-five foap houfcs, which employ the greater 
part of the oils of the province, and of thole fituated in the eaft part of the 
ifland. There were formerly feveral French houfes in that town, which ex- 
ported to Marseilles part of the oils which were gathered in the environs. 
Cargoes of it were alfo (hipped at Spina-Longa, Mirabel, Settia, and 

• A meafure of Marseilles, which is equal to fixty-fix //Vr/r/, Paris meafore* 

Gera- 
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Gera-Petra; but the merchants have been obliged, by degrees, to abandon 
tlieir cftabliftiments, becaufe the Turks, who widied to make themfelves 
matters of all the oils of thcfe countries for their foap-houfes, frequently 
raifed the populace againft them, and put their life in danger. It may be 
cxpedled that one day the fame thing will happen at Cane a. The French 
houfes there maintain themfelves only becaufe the prefent cuftom-houfe 
officer is a man of weight, and finds a greater profit in the extradion of 
the oil made by the Europeans, than in that of the foap made by the Turks; 
for the Europeans pay in Crete three per cent, of the value of mcrchandifc, 
while the Turks there pay only two and a half. The Greeks^ the Jews, and 
the Armenians, pay five per cent. 

Although oils are in great abundance in the environs of Retimo, there 
are to the prefent day no more than eight foap-houfes in that town, becaufe 
the French eftabliftied at Canea alfo (hip there feveral cargoes of oil, and be* 
caufc the greater part of thefe manufadlorics belong to Jews under the pro- 
teftion of France. If the Turks fucceed in getting pofleffion of aD theie 
foap-houfes, which they frequently attempt, the French merchants will be 
obliged to relinqui(h the oils of Ret i mo, becaufe the Turks will then tax 
the oils of that province, as they have done at Candia, and rcferve to 
themfelves alone all the profits. 

There are twenty foap-houfes at Camea, which employ the oils of the 
provinces of Kissamos, Selino, and Kidokia; but thefe oils are in fuch 
plenty, that the French houfes eftabliftied in that town difpatch to Mar- 
seilles, during the year of the gathering and the following, to the value of 
from one to two millions of our livres. 

The wax which is not confumed in the ifland, is purchafed by the 

French merchants, who fend it to Marseilles. This article, which is 
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are there of greater value than thofe which are brought, the balance is paid 
in Venice fequins. 

The inhabitants of the iflands of the Archipelago bring to Candid 
and Canea, almoft all the wood neccflary for the foap-houfes ; they procure 
it either in Caramania, or in Greece. Every year there arrive ten or 
twelve boats, each valued at 12 or 1500 piaftres. They take in return oi^ 
and foap. 

The Cretans themfelves carry on fome trade: they draw from Salonica, 
corn, cotton, tobacco, andiron; from Constantixoplk, Rursa fluffs. 
Angora chdlits^ (hoes, handkerchiefs for the head-dreffes of their women, 
and copper utenfils. At Smyrna, they take hides, Turkey leather or Mo- 
rocco, cotton, quilted coverlids, EngliQi (haloons, and fome French goods* 

At Gaza, they take afhes for their foap-houfes; at Aleppo, filk fluffs: 
they purchafe, on all the coaft of Syria, corn and filk* 

Egypt fupplics them with corn, rice, flax, linen-cloths, and afhes. 
Derna and Bengazi, on the coaft of Africa, fend butter, known under 
the name o^ 7Jiant}gu€. Tunis and Tripoli exchange their caps and their 
corn for foap and fequins. 

On Mount Ida and in Sphachta is found a fpeciesof tragacanthaj which 
furnilhes a little gum tragacanth; but thisproduftion is not there in fufficient 
abundance to be gathered and to enter into trade. 

Ladanum is an article of little importance : a very fmall quantity of it paflcs 
to Smyrna and to CoNsxANxiNOPLi:. 
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The woul is n>ort, coarfc, and like that of the iilands of the ARrniPELAGO. 
It i» nil confumcd in the country. 

F.vcry one is acquainted with the hone which commerce draws from Crete 

and from Stavciio. The former, not To good nor fo fine as the other, is 

.found to the fouth-wed of ReTimo, in the territory of the Sphachiots. It 

u generally brought to the harbour of Canea, whence it is fent to Mar- 

triLLK9» and into fomc towns of Italy. 
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